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Votes  No.  59.  Monday,  4  March,  1918. 

6.  Sutherland  Water  Supply  Bill: — Mr.  Ley,  as  Chairman,  brought  up  the  Report  from,  and  laid 
upon  the  Table  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of,  and  Evidence  taken  before,  the  Select  Committee 
for  whose  consideration  and  report  this  Bill  was  referred  on  26th  February,  1918  ;  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  Bill  as  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ley  then  moved,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  at  a  later  hour  of  the  Lay. 

Question  put  and  passed. 
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1917-18. 


SUTHERLAND  WATER  SUPPLY  BILL. 


REPORT. 


The  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  appointed  on  26th  Eebruary, 
19IS,  to  whom  was  referred  the  “ Sutherland  Water  Supply  Bill”  for 
consideration  and  report,  beg  to  report  to  your  Honorable  House  : — 


That  they  have  examined  the  witnesses  named  in  the  List*  (whose  see  List 
evidence  will  he  found  appended  hereto)  and  considered  the  Bill  referred  to  them, 
in  which  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  certain  amendments. 


Your  Committee  now  beg  to  lay  before  your  Honorable  House  the  Bill  as 
amended  by  them. 

THOS.  J.  LEY, 

Chairman. 

No.  2  Committee  Boom , 

Legislative  Assembly , 

Sydney ,  4 th  31 arch ,  1918. 
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1917-18. 


PROCEEDINGS  OE  THE  COMMITTEE. 


WEDNESDAY ,  27  FEBRUARY,  1918. 

Members  Present  : — 

Mr.  Ley,  Mr  W.  Millard 

Mr.  Osborne,  Mr.  Weaver, 

Mr.  Simon  Hickey,  Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Brookfield,  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

Mr.  Ley  called  to  the  Chair. 

Entry  from  Votes  and  Proceedings  appointing  the  Committee  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Ernest  Macartney  do  Burgh,  Chief  Engineer  for  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  Department  of  Public 
Works,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Committee  deliberated. 

Cecil  Allen  James  Monro,  President  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  called  in,  sworn,  and 
examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

John  William  Macfarlane,  Clerk,  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Albert  Edward  Tildesley,  Poultry  Farmer,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Edward  Walter  Hyndman,  Estate  Agent,  Miranda,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Charles  William  Heyde,  Business  Manager,  Croydon,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

[Adjourned  until  To-morrow  at  5  o’clock.] 


THURSDAY,  28  FEBRUARY,  1918. 

Members  Present  : — 


Mr.  Ley  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Weaver, 

Mr.  W.  Millard, 

Mr.  Simon  Hickey, 

Mr.  Brookfield. 


Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Colquhoun, 
Mr.  Osborne, 


John  Moore  Smail,  Engineer-in-Chief,  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  called 
in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Edgar  William  Toms,  Baker  and  Pastrycook,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

William  Richard  Ainsworth,  Member  of  the •  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  called  in,  sworn,  and 
examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

John  William  Macfarlane,  Clerk,  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  recalled,  and  further  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

William  Gilyard  Roberts,  Health  Officer  of  the  Sutherland  Shire,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Edgar  William  Boyle,  Member  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Wyndham  Perry  Hayes,  Sanitary  Contractor,  Cronulla,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

William  Horace  Paine,  Nursery  Manager,  Miranda,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Committee  deliberated. 


[Adjourned  till  To-mori’ow  at  5  o’clock.] 


FRIDAY ,  1  MARCH ,  1918. 
Members  Present  : — 


Mr.  Ley  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Simon  Hickey, 
Mr.  Brookfield, 

Mr.  Johnston, 


Mr.  Weaver, 
Mr.  W.  Millard, 
Mr.  Osborne. 


Arthur  Ernest  Vowles,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Committee  deliberated. 

Chairman  read  a  letter  from  T.  W.  Keele,  Esq.,  Harbour  Trust  Commissioner. 
John  Lawless,  Park  Ranger,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 
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Alexander  Brown,  Wood  and  Coal  Merchant,  Cronulla,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Thomas  Dowling,  Boarding-house  Proprietor,  Cronulla,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Robert  William  Cook,  Shire  Councillor,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Rochfort  Charles  Paynter,  Railway  Ganger,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

John  Lye,  Poultry  Farmer  and  Fruit-grower,  Miranda,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Ebenezer  John  Davies,  Public  School  Teacher,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

Charles  Michelmore,  Poultry  Farmer,  Miranda,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Frederick  George  Dingle,  Carpenter  and  Builder,  Miranda,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

John  Walker  Erickson,  Storekeeper,  Sutherland,  called  in,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

John  William  Macfarlane,  Clerk,  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  recalled,  and  further  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

(Re-assembling  of  the  Committee  to  be  arranged  by  Chairman.) 

[Adjourned.] 


MONDAY,  4  MARCH,  1918. 


Members  Present  : — 

Mr.  Ley  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Weaver, 

Mr.  Osborne, 

Mr.  W.  Millard, 

Ernest  Macartney  de  Burgh,  recalled,  and  further  examined. 
Witness  withdrew. 

John  Moore  Smail,  recalled,  and  further  examined. 

Witness  withdrew. 

Committee  deliberated. 

Bill  considered. 

Clauses  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

New  Clauses  7  and  8  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Schedule  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Title  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Chairman  submitted  draft  report. 

Same  read  and  agreed  to. 

Chairman  to  report  to  the  House. 


Mr.  Colquhoun, 
Mr.  Brookfield, 

Mr.  Simon  Hickey. 


SCHEDULE  OF  AMENDMENTS. 

Page  2,  clause  6,  line  36.  After  “  shall”  insert  “  subject  to  the  provisions  thereinafter  contained.” 

Page  3,  clause  6.  Omit — 

“  Provided  that  the  said  board,  instead  of  levying  a  rate  under  the  said  Act  on  the  assessed  annual 
“  value  of  lands  and  tenements,  may  at  its  option  make  bylaws  determining,  making,  and  levying 
“  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  all  lands  ratable  under  the  said  Act  or  any  Act 
“  amending  it.  Such  rate  may  be  such  as  the  board  may  consider  will  supply  sufficient  money 
“  for  the  maintenance  of  the  works  and  the  supply  of  water  and  the  expense  of  administration 
“  thereof,  together  with  interest  at  a  rate  per  annum  to  be  fixed  by  the  Governor  on  the  cost 
‘‘of  the  construction  of  the  works  and  of  the  resumption  of  land  from  the  time  when  the 
“  works  were  handed  over  to  the  said  board.” 

Page  3.  Insert  new  clauses  7  and  8. 

Schedule,  line  26.  After  “  Sutherland  ”  insert  “  Miranda.” 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 
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1917-18. 

Legislative  Assembly. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

TAKEN  BEFORE 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

ON  THE 

SUTHERLAND  WATER  SUPPLY  BILL. 


WEDNESDAY,  27  FEBRUARY,  1918. 

JJrc0fnt: — 

Mr.  COLQUHOUN, 

Mr.  WEAVER, 

Me.  SIMON  HICKEY, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON. 

T.  J.  LEY,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Ernest  Macartney  de  Burgh,  Chief  Engineer  for  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  Department  of  Public 

Works,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

1.  Chairman .]  You  understand  that  the  Committee  is  considering  the  proposed  construction  of  works  for 
the  supply  of  water  to  Sutherland  Shire  1  Yes. 

2.  You  have  been  engaged  in  formulating  a  scheme  of  such  works  1  Yes. 

3.  Will  you  state  concisely  your  plan,  the  area  concerned,  and  the  quantity  of  water  expected  to  be 
supplied  ?  Yes  ;  if  time  had  permitted  I  should  have  prepared  a  wall  map  of  the  scheme  in  detail,  but,  in 
place  of  that,  I  have  brought  with  me  some  small  maps  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  Committee.  I  have 
prepared  a  statement  regarding  the  proposed  works  as  follows  : — 

Sutherland  Shire  Water  Supply. 

The  district  of  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  has  of  late  years  become  of  importance  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of 
population,  and  the  necessity  for  an  adequate  water  supply  has  been  strongly  urged. 

Situated  in  the  Sutherland  Shire  and  connected  by  tram  to  the  main  South  Coast  railway  line  at  Sutherland, 
settlement  is  now  practically  continuous  from  the  railway  station  to  the  ocean. 

The  township  of  Cronulla  has  developed  largely,  not  only  as  a  pleasure  resort  but  also  as  a  residential  suburb,  and 
being  solely  dependent  on  rainfall  and  local  tank  storages,  a  period  of  dry  weather  is  a  severe  taxon  the  resources  of  the 
residents.  These  factors  have  necessitated  consideration  of  providing  an  adequate  supply  for  domestic  and  garden 
requirements,  but  owing  to  the  district  not  being  incorporated,  the  provisions  of  the  Country  Towns  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage  Act  have  in  this  case  been  inoperative. 

To  meet  the  imperative  requirements  of  the  Sutherland-Cronulla  tram,  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water  Supply 
and  Sewerage  has  extended  a  6-inch  main  across  George’s  River,  but  in  1910-11  came  to  a  decision  that  until  the 
amplification  works  of  the  Sydney  Water  Supp’y  were  completed,  the  Board  would  not  be  justified  in  further  extending 
their  reticulation  south  of  George’s  River. 

In  1914,  following  on  representations  from  the  Member  for  the  district,  the  Shire  Council  and  the  residents, 
investigations  for  a  water  supply  scheme  were  put  in  hand. 

The  Woronora  River,  with  an  excellent  storage  site  at  the  junction  of  the  Waratah  Creek,  with  a  catchment  of 
29  square  miles  of  practically  virgin  country,  provides  an  ideal  scheme  for  supply,  not  only  to  the  Sutherland  Shire  but  also 
as  an  augmentation  of  the  South  Coast  villages  ;  but  as  the  cost  of  such  a  scheme  would  be  beyond  the  present  or 
approximate  future  resources  of  these  districts,  it  is  not  yet  justified,  and  the  construction  of  a  storage  and  pumping 
station  immediately  above  the  junction  of  the  Heathcote  Creek  and  Woronora  River,  to  supply  the  aiea  embracing 
Heathcote,  Sutherland,  Miranda  and  Cronulla,  is  now  recommended.  The 

f  22801  275— B 


Mr.  OSBORNE, 

Mr.  W.  MILLARD, 
Mr.  BROOKFIELD, 
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Witness — E.  M.  de  Burgh,  27  Feb:  u  try,  1918. 


The  flow  of  the  Woronora  in  normal  seasons  is  such  that  no  storage  would  be  required,  but  during  long  dry  periods  it 
decreases  to  such  an  extent  that  provision  is  necessary  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply.  In  evidence  thereof  the  flow  fell 
to  oidy  72,000  gallons  per  day  during  the  late  summer.  .  . 

The  catchment  area — 38  square  miles  in  extent  —has  been  reserved  for  purposes  of  water  supply.  It  is  composed  of 
sandstone  formation  ;  the  average  annual  rainfall  is  52  inches.  Being,  well  timbered  and  practically  unoccupied,  it  is 
eminently  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Tne  drainage  of  Ileathoote  flows  into  the  river  below  the  site  of  dam,  and  the  water 
is  cobsequently  as  pure  as  can  be  desired. 

Briefly,  the  proposal  recommended  and  described  in  detail  hereafter  provides  for  a  future  average  consumption  of 
700,000  gallons  per  day  by  pumping  from  a  pip;-head  dam  on  the  Woronora  (with  provision  for  a  storage  of  233,000,000 
gallons)  to  a  distributory  service  reservoir  adjoining  Bottle  Trigonometrical  Station,  whence  Heathcote  can  be  supplied  in 
the  future  by  an  additional  main,  and  Loftus,  Sutherland,  Miranda,  and  Cronulla  by  gravitation. 

The  estimates  inc  lude  additional  service  reservoirs  at  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  and  the  reticulation  of  those  areas. 

Ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the  future  extension  of  the  reticulation  and  supply  for  gardens,  &c.,  and  it  is 
considered  that  the  future  prospects  of  this  portion  of  the  shire  are  such  that  the  wisdom  of  providing  for  extensions  will 
be  justified  in  a  few  years,  and  avoid  the  large  additional  expenditure  over  and  above  that  now  recommended,  which 
would  be  required  for  the  duplication  of  the  gravitation  and  rising  mains. 

On  27th  July,  1916,  a  report  and  copy  of  prr  limiriafy  plans  were  forwarded  to  Captain  Toombs,  then  Member  for 
the  district,  the  estimated  cost  being  then  stated  at  £100,000.  In  reply  to  this,  Captain  Toombs  wrote  on  14th  September, 
1916,  advocating  work  to  be  taken  up  at  cnce.  In  July,  1916,  a  petition  for  the  work  was  presented  from  540  interested 
persons. 

Iu  August,  1917,  the  scheme  was  revised  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ley,  Member  for  the  district,  to  meet  the  altered 
conditions  now  prevalent  as  to  finance,  &c. ,  and  on  22nd  August,  1917,  he  was  informed  that  the  cost  would  amount  to 
£128,000,  the  annual  charges  to  £10,611,  allowing  for  repayment  to  cover  interest  and  sinking  fund  at  6  per  cent,  for  fifty 
years  and  a  renewal  fund  at  5*  per  cent. 

On  9th  Jannary,  1918,  the  Shire  Clerk  wrote  that  certain  proposals  for  financing  the  scheme  had  been  submitted  by 
Mr.  Lev,  M  L.A.,  and  that  the  “scheme  has  the  whole-hearted  support  of  this  Council.” 

There  is  a  proposal  to  augment  the  supply  to  the  South  Coast  villages  involved  in  this  question  by  the  construction  of 
a  storage  of  7,500,090,000  gallons  at  the  junction  of  the  Woronora  River  and  the  Waratah  Creek  and  pumping  therefrom. 
In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  power  required  by  these  pumping  plmts,  it  is  proposed  to  install  an  electric  generating 
station  at  Heathcote  or  Waterfall,  and  though  the  capital  co3t  of  this  installation  has  not  been  included  in  the  estimates 
now  submitted,  provision  is  made  in  the  annual  charges  for  a  charge  of  2d.  per  electric  unit  for  power  at  the  motor 
terminals.  The  sum  allowed  will  suffice  for  pumping  if  steam  or  suction  gas  be  used,  pending  a  supply  of  electricity  being 
available. 

A  full  description  and  estimate  of  the  proposal  is  here  given  : — 


Eat imated  Popul ation — 

Heathcote 

Loftus  . 

Sutherland 
Miranda  ... 
Cronulla ... 


Total 


Consumption  of  Watt  r  — 

For  domestic  purposes  at  50  gallons  per  head 

For  gardens,  commercial  purposes,  ftc . 

For  railway  purposes  .  .. 

Total . 


Allowed  for 

Installation 

Future. 

Scheme. 

500 

500 

1,020 

2,000 

1,000 

2,000 

3,000 

5,000 

5,000 

10,000 

Average  gallons  per  dav. 

Present. 

Future. 

250,000 

500,000 

130,000 

180,000 

20,000 

3SO,000 

700,000 

Storage  Reservoir. — This  will  be  formed  by  the  construction  of  a  dam  in  the  Woronora  River  about  30  chains  upstream 
from  the  offtake  to  the  pump3,  to  which  the  water  will  gravitate  down  the  bo  1  of  the  stream. 

It  will  be  constructed  of  concrete,  and  impound  233,030,000  gallons,  which  is  estimated  will  provide  ample  supply 
during  all  seasons  up  to  the  ultimate  capacity  of  700,000  gallons  per  day.  On  this  stage  being  reached  further  extensions 
may  be  made  by  the  construction  of  a  large  storage  on  the  Woronora  River  upstream  of  the  site  of  the  works  proposed  in 
the  present  connection  where  a  dam  impounding  5,000,000,000  gallons  can  be  constructed. 

Pump  Well. — A  pump  well  about  14  feet  de-qa  is  required  in  order  to  keep  the  suction  lift  within  moderate  limits. 

Pumping  Machinery. — Either  steam,  electric,  or  suction  gas.  The  plant  will  be  in  duplicate,  and  the  capacity  such 
as  to  lift  four-fifths  of  the  quantity  estimated  for  maximum  future  requirements  when  working  eight  hours  per  day  and 
six  days  per  week. 

Rising  Main. — This  will  be  of  cast-iron,  15  inches  in  diameter  by  1'05  miles  long,  with  a  maximum  velocity  of  water 
=  3‘7  feet  per  second. 

Service  Reservoir.—  The  main  service  reservoir  will  be  situated  at  the  site  of  the  Bottle  Trigonometrical  Station,  at 
the  end  of  the  rising  main.  It  will  be  excavated  and  concrete  lined,  with  a  capacity  of  1,000,600  gallons.  Subsidiary 
reservoirs  of  reinforced  concrete,  each  of  500,009  gallons,  will  be  provided  at  Sutherland  and  Cronulla. 

Gravitation  Main. — The  first  section  of  this  will  discharge  into  the  Sutherland  reservoir,  which  will  thus  act  as  a 
break  pressure  tank,  the  main  will  be  continued  thence  to  Cronulla,  the  supply  for  Miranda  being  drawn  oil  direct.  The 
pipes  will  be  of  cast-iron,  with  a  total  length  of  9  4  miles  and  diameters  of  8  to  12  inches. 


Reticulation  Systems. — These  will  be  of  east-iron  and  comprise  :  — 
Diameter  of  Pipes. 

10  inches  . . .  . . .  . 

>  J  . . . * . . . 

5>  . . . *  . 

j  >  •  •  .  •  . .  * .  •  •  •  •  • i  • 


6 

4 

3 


Length  in  Chains. 


- o  . . 

Sutherland. 

Cronulla. 

157 

”45 

102 

315 

327 

75* 


Estimated  tost —  £ 

Storage  Reservoir  .  35,000 

Pipe  Head  Weir  . 220 

Access  Road  . . . . a . .  1,000 

Pump  Well,  Pumping  Plant,  &c . 27,800 

Service  Reservoirs  . 14,300 

Gravitation  Main  . ; .  .  22,96  1 

Reticulation  . 14,730 

Sundries  .  640 

Land  Resumptions  and  Easements  .  1,000 

Engineering  and  Contingencies  .  12,000 

Interest  during  Construction  . 10,35J 


£140,000 

Estimated 


Total  Estimated  Cost 
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Witness — E.  M.  de  Burgh,  27  February,  1918. 


Estimated  Annual  Charges — 

Annual  repayment  to  cover  interest  on  £140,000  at  5  per  cent. 
Renewal  Fund  to  replace  Pumping  Plant,  &c. ,  in  25  years  at 

4 h  per  cent,  on  £20,000— 2‘2139 . 

Administrative  Charges  . . 

Wages — Engine-drivers,  Firemen,  and  Turncock  . 

Repairs  and  Stores . . . 

Fuel  for  pumping  139.000,000  gallons . 


Present 

Requirements. 

£ 

7,000 

449 
100 
1,030 
.  250 
720 


Total 


9,549 


Cost  per  1,C00  gallons — Is.  4|d. 

Administration  and  Revenue.  —  Works  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  are  under  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  and  upon  completion  of  the  work  by  the  Department  it  will  be  handed  over  to  this  Board 
for  purposes  of  administration.  The  Board  will  be  empowered  to  collect  rates  on  the  assessed  annual  value  or  alternatively 
on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  the  properties  served,  that  is,  within  the  distance  of  the  mains  provided  for  in  the 
Board’s  regulations.  The  rate  to  be  collected  w  ill  be  sufficient  to  pay  interest  upon  the  capital  cost  of  the  works,  pumping 
charges,  maintenance,  renewals,  and  administration. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  map  that  the  district  in  question  is  bounded  by  George’s  River  on  the  north, 
while  the  Shire  of  Sutherland  lies  south  of  the  river,  and  extends  to  Port  Hacking.  The  district  is  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  and  the  question  may  be  asked,  “  Why  does  not  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage  extend  one  of  their  pipe  lines  across  the  river,  and  give  these  people  the  water  they 
want  ?”  But  that  is  out  of  the  question.  They  have  extended  a  small  pipe  to  Miranda,  but  they 
cannot  give  a  large  supply  of  water  there,  because  the  water  supplied  on  the  Illawarra  line  as  you  go  south 
to  Penshurst  is  pumped  water;  the  water  has  to  be  lifted  there  from  Carlton.  The  system  will  soon 
be  insufficient  to  supply  its  immediate  surroundings  without  extending  it  south  of  George’s  River. 

4.  It  has  only  recently  been  extended  to  meet  that?  Yes. 

5.  Mr.  Ilickey .]  The  difficulty  of  the  existing  system  is  that  the  water  has  to  be  pumped  ?  If  the  Water 
Board  extended  the  main  across  the  river  the  water  would  have  to  be  pumped. 

6.  Is  that  a  considerable  objection  ?  I  do  not  raise  it  as  an  objection,  but  the  system  there  is  only  sufficient 
for  requirements  north  of  George’s  River.  They  have  not  the  water  to  spare. 

7.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  What  is  the  capacity  of  the  Penshurst  reservoir?  Two  tanks,  total  2,500,000  gallons. 
If  the  Water  Board  attempted  to  supply  this  district  with  water  it  would  have  to  come  from 
Prospect,  which  is  inland.  From  there  it  flows  to  Petersham,  then  to  Carlton,  and  to  Penshurst,  and  that 
system  would  have  to  be  enlarged  throughout  to  enable  this  volume  of  water  to  be  sent  south  of  George’s 
River.  South  of  the  river  we  have  80  square  miles  of  land  reserved  for  water  supply  purposes.  We  have 
a  good  catchment  there.  The  land  in  that  vicinity  has  been  reserved  from  pollution  for  some  years  past  to 
enable  water  to  be  used  for  these  suburbs  when  it  is  required. 

8.  Mr.  Osborne.]  Where  is  the  land  situated  ?  South  of  Heathcote.  The  Woronora  River,  which  flows 
into  the  George’s  River,  unlike  the  Cataract,  Nepean,  and  Cordeaux  Rivers,  which  flow  to  the  north  of 
Sydney,  is  not  touched  at  all  for  water  supply  at  present,  except  for  railway  purposes,  and  it  is  considered 
that  the  most  economical  way  to  supply  the  Sutherland  Shire  with  water  is  to  construct  a  little  separate 
system  from  the  Woronora  River,  distinct  from  Cataract  or  Prospect.  This  scheme  is  designed  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  alone.  I  may  say  that  in  recommending  the  work  the  fullest 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the  South  Coast,  which  is  a  very  important  district.  That 
is  going  away  south  to  Clifton  and  Bulli.  Water  from  the  Woronora  River  will  be  required  for  those 
districts,  starting  at  Helensburgh,  and  going  south  towards  Bulli.  In  the  future  a  large  reservoir  will 
undoubtedly  be  built  higher  up  on  the  Woronora  River,  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  South  Coast  villages 
with  water,  and  to  assist  this  scheme  to  meet  future  extensions  in  the  Sutherland  Shire.  I  want  to 
make  it  clear  to  the  Committee  that  the  proposed  water  supply  scheme  is  not  a  haphazard  one,  dropped 
into  the  great  network  of  Sydney  Water  Supply  ;  but  it  is  part  of  a  well-considered  use  of  the  catchment 
area  after  very  careful  study.  The  matter  has  been  submitted  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water  Supply 
and  Sewerage,  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  hand  the  administration  of  the  scheme  o^er  when  the  works  are 
completed.  They  have  also  been  notified  of  our  intention  with  regard  to  dealing  with  the  towns  on  the 
South  Coast  and  with  the  Woronora  River,  and  they  have  expressed  their  concurrence  in  the  proposal.  I 
have  been  over  part  of  the  ground  with  the  engineer,  and  we  are  in  agreement  respecting  the  scheme. 

9.  With  regard  to  an  extension  on  the  South  Coast,  would  that  have  to  be  done  under  the  Country 
Towns  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  Act?  It  can  be  carried  out  for  the  incorporated  villages  under  the 
Country  Towns  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  Act ;  but  under  the  Amending  Act  passed  last  year  it  can 
be  carried  out  for  the  shire.  I  think  it  would  be  the  subject  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  like  this. 
Although  it  is  outside  the  county  of  Cumberland,  the  Metropolitan 'Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
administers  the  Wollongong  Water  Supply. 

10.  Does  not  the  county  of  Cumberland  extend  to  Wollongong?  No.  At  present  the  towns  of 
Wollongong  and  Port  Kembla  and  the  villages  as  far  as  Clifton  are  supplied  from  the  Sydney  Water 
Supply  Catchment  at  the  back  of  Port  Kembla,  and  water  goes  north  from  Port  Kembla  to  Clifton,  or, 
as  it  is  now  called,  Scarborough.  But  it  is  a  long  way  to  bring  water,  and  the  pipes  are  small.  In  the 
future,  as  development  takes  place  on  the  South  Coast,  we  will  couple  up  the  Woronora  scheme  and  send 
the  water  couth  from  Woronora  to  meet  the  water  coming  north  from  the  Cordeaux,  and  so  supply  the 
South  Coast. 

11.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  the  scheme  got  out  by  Mr.  Keele,  when  President  of  the  Water  Supply 
and  Sewerage  Board,  to  supply  this  district  with  water,  would  the  present  proposal  in  any  way  prevent 
that  other  scheme  from  being  carried  out  later  on  ?  No,  it  would  not.  My  official  statement  shows  that 
whereas  Mr.  Keele  intended  to  take  the  Woronora  water,  from  the  big  reservoir  to  be  constructed  in  the 
future,  into  the  supply  for  the  city  of  Sydney,  it  is  our  intention,  and  the  view  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  to  use  that  water  for  the  South  Coast. 

12.  I  understand  Mr.  Keele’s  scheme  was  to  cost  approximately  £3,000,000?  Not  so  much.  The  scheme 

Mr.  Keele  submitted  was  to  deliver  50,000,000  gallons  per  day  from  this  catchment,  and  the  estimated 
cost  wras  £1,882,000.  But  that  is  a  good  while  ago.  13j 
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Witness — E.  M.  tie  Burgli,  27  February}  1918. 

13.  Mr.  Osborne.]  And  the  cost  would  be  considerably  increased  to-day  1  Yes,  very  much. 

14.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  I  gather  from  your  remarks  that  the  proposed  scheme  is  to  meet  a  present  need  ? 
Yes.  Mr.  Keele’s  suggestion  of  a  dam  on  the  Woronora  liiver  is  further  up  than  the  proposed  dam 
before  the  Committee. 

15.  Mr.  Osborne .]  Is  all  the  Woronora  fresh  ?  Yes,  until  you  get  to  George’s  River. 

16.  Chairman.]  A  while  ago  you  were  about  to  tell  the  Committee  whether  the  proposed  scheme  would  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  carrying  out  of  Mr.  Keele’s  scheme  later  on.  Would  you  inform  the  Committee 
whether  it  would  or  not  ?  I  was  about  to  explain  that  Mr.  Keele’s  proposal  was  to  construct  a  dam  further 
up  the  Woronora  River,  with  a  capacity  of  7,500,000,000  gallons,  which  some  years  ago  was  estimated  to 
cost  half  a  million.  Mr.  Keele’s  intention  was  to  put  the  water  into  Sydney  at  such  a  level  as  to  save 
some  of  the  pumping  which  at  present  goes  on  in  the  city.  All  engineers  recognise  that  it  is  a  good  place 
for  a  dam,  and  the  land  has  been  resumed  and  every  step  taken  in  that  direction.  We  also  recognise  that 
we  want  that  water  for  the  South  Coast,  which  has  to  be  attended  to  as  well  as  Sydney,  and  that  as  a 
storage  for  the  supply  of  Sydney,  it  is  not  as  economical  as  the  storage  we  are  at  present  building  on  the 
Cordeaux.  After  the  Cordeaux  dam  has  been  completed  we  are  going  to  build  another  on  the  Avon.  Mr. 
Keele’s  scheme  was  designed  to  store  7,500,000,000  gallons  for  half  a  million  of  money,  but  we  are  storing 
16,000,000,000  gallons  for  the  same  money  on  the  Cordeaux.  We  could  not  at  the  present  stage  justify  the 
expenditure  of  half  a  million  pounds  for  the  supply  of  the  Sutherland  Shire.  In  fact  we  could  not  look  at 
it,  and  so  we  are  going  to  build  a  little  dam  lower  down  the  same  river  and  nearer  where  the  water  is 
required. 

17.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Will  that  dam  be  useless  when  the  Wononora  scheme  is  eventually  gone  on  with  ? 
No,  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  always  used  for  the  Sutherland  Shire,  but  as  more  and  more  water  is  wanted 
at  Sutherland  and  the  big  dam  is  built,  as  it  will  be  in  the  future,  we  will  let  the  water  down  the  river  to 
the  little  dam  and  distribute  from  there. 

18.  Mr.  Ilickey.]  The  larger  dam  will  have  gravitation  on  its  side?  Yes,  but  not  to  Sutherland  and 
Cronulla. 

19.  What  is  roughly  the  area  which  will  be  served  by  the  proposed  scheme?  I  am  afraid  I  did  not  take 
it  out  in  terms  of  area. 

20.  Is  not  a  country  town  usually  served  within  a  radius  of  something  like  10  miles  ?  I  could  give  you 
the  length  of  the  mains. 

21.  Chairman.]  The  area  of  the  proposed  scheme  will  be  approximately  from  90  to  100  square  miles?  I 
did  not  take  it  out  in  those  terms. 

22.  The  distance  from  Menai  to  Cronulla  is  roughly  12  miles  and  the  distance  from  Como  to  Waterfall  9 
to  10  miles,  but  the  land  slopes  in  there  and  you  cannot  take  it  as  a  rectangle  so  as  to  calculate  accurately  ? 
Perhaps  this  will  clear  up  the  question.  The  main  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla  is  9  miles  in  length,  and 
would  serve  the  people  on  both  sides  of  it,  but  when  you  get  to  Cronulla  you  have  a  whole  network  of 
reticulation. 

23.  In  the  proposed  scheme  there  is  no  obstacle  to  a  reticulation  system  being  installed  at  Miranda,  which 
is  half-way  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  ?  None  ;  in  fact  that  is  contemplated. 

24.  I  understand  that  you  have  prepared  the  proposed  scheme  in  collaboration  with  the  engineers  of  the 
Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  or  that  you  have  submitted  the  scheme  to  them,  and  they  have  approved  it  ? 
I  discussed  the  matter  with  the  President  and  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Water  Board.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  were  on  the  ground.  I  subsequently  submitted  the  proposal  in  detail  to  the  Water  Board  for  concurrence, 
making  particular  reference  to  its  effect  on  Mr.  Keele’s  proposal,  and  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Board 
stating  that  it  agreed  with  our  proposal. 

25.  Have  you  the  letter  with  you  ?  Yes. 

26.  Will  you  read  it  to  the  Committee  ?  In  July  last  I  recommended  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  for  concurrence,  and  submitted  to  the  Minister,  as  if  it  were  going  to  the  Public 
Works  Committee.  The  details  of  the  scheme  were  forwarded  to  the  Shire  Council  through  the  Member 
for  the  district,  and  the  same,  together  with  a  full  copy  of  the  report,  was  communicated  to  the  Water 
Board,  which  replied  on  the  10th  August  as  follows  : — 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  forwarding  particulars  of  proposed  scheme  of  water  supply  for 
Cronulla  and  district,  with  a  storage  reservoir  at  the  junction  of  the  Heathcote  Creek  and  Woronora  River,  such  storage 
to  be  available  later  for  use  the  South  Coast  towns,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  this  matter  has  been  investigated, 
and  the  Board  concurs  with  the  proposal  outlined  in  detailed  report. 

27.  Mr.  Ilickey.]  Was  the  report  you  submitted  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  the  same  as  the  state¬ 
ment  which  you  have  just  placed  before  this  Committee?  It  was  not  worded  exactly  the  same,  but  it  was 
in  fact  the  same  proposal.  The  statement  I  have  just  read  perhaps  contains  a  little  more  technical  detail. 

28.  At  that  time  the  scheme  was  estimated  to  cost  about  £100,000  ?  £128,000. 

29.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Did  the  Public  Works  Committee  inquire  into  that  scheme?  No. 

30.  Mr.  Weaver.]  The  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  wrote  to  you  with  reference  to  a  scheme  to  cost 

£128,000,  and  not  £140,000?  No,  the  reason  for  the  difference  in  the  estimate  is  that  the  £128,000  was 

a  somewhat  amplified  scheme  as  compared  with  the  first  scheme  to  cost  about  £100,000.  We  thought 

the  district  was  expanding  in  such  a  manner  that  we  would  not  be  justified  in  installing  such  a  scheme  if 
we  had  to  make  provision  for  the  future,  so  we  extended  it  to  £128,000.  When  I  received  instructions  to 
proceed  a  step  further  with  this  matter,  I  increased  the  sum  to  that  named  in  the  Bill,  £140,000,  not 
because  I  had  any  doubt  about  the  previous  estimate  at  the  time  it  was  made,  but  because  I  thought  it 
was  better  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  I  do  not  think  now  that  the  scheme  will  cost  £140,000,  .even  with  the 
advances  in  prices,  but  I  know*  from  experience  that  when  you  begin  these  things  a  little  amplification  is 
wanted  here  and  there,  and  it  is  better  that  authorisation  should  cover  the  lot. 

31.  In  substance  the  proposal  now  before  the  Committee  agrees  with  that  approved  of  by  the  Water  and 
Sewerage  Board  ?  Yes. 

32.  Mr.  Millard.]  Have  you  a  knowledge  of  the  population  of  the  district  to  be  served  by  the  proposed 
scheme  ?  Yes. 

33.  Do  you  not  think  it  more  or  less  of  a  menace  to  allow  a  large  population  to  settle  in  that  district  with 

the  rough-and-ready  arrangements  which  are  made  for  a  water  supply ; — in  the  case  of  a  protracted 
drought,  would  there  not  be  danger  in  allowing  the  present  state  of  affairs  to  continue  ?  I  would  not  say 
there  would  be  any  danger,  but  I  think  the  people  would  have  to  go  away.  34, 
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Witness—  E.  M.  de  Burgh,  27  February,  1918. 

34.  Do  you  think  it  is  dangerous  to  allow  that  district  to  increase  in  population  in  the  absence  of  a  proper 
water  supply  ?  I  would  not  say  it  is  dangerous ;  but  I  do  say  that  it  would  be  a  pity.  Of  course,  people 
go  there  with  their  eyes  open. 

35.  Was  there  not  an  alternative  scheme  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Sutherland-C'ronulla  district  by 
supplementing  the  Penshurst  water  supply  ?  Penshurst  is  the  nearest  point  on  the  Water  Board’s  system 
from  which  a  supply  could  be  obtained. 

36.  Have  you  gone  carefully  into  that  proposal?  Yes. 

37.  What  do  you  think  of  it  ?  I  think  it  is  quite  impracticable  to  bring  the  same  volume  of  water  as  I 
have  provided  for  from  Penshurst.  It  would  cost  a  good  deal  more  money  to  take  the  supply  from 
Penshurst,  and  moreover  it  would  starve  Penshurst. 

38.  That  proposal  does  not  appeal  to  you  ?  It  does  not. 

39.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  What  other  areas  would  the  proposed  scheme,  if  carried  out,  supply  other  than  the 
towns  and  settlements  specified  ?  It  is  designed  to  supply  the  town  of  Sutherland,  Cronulla,  and  the 
9  miles  of  country  on  the  route  of  the  existing  tramway  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla.  There  is  a 
settlement  all  along  there. 

40.  Outside  of  the  existing  settlement  what  area  would  the  proposed  scheme  supply  ?  It  could  be  extended 
to  the  north  and  south  all  along  the  tramline  as  development  took  place. 

41.  Mr.  Osborne.]  Did  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  give  any  reason  why  it  was  not  prepared  to  take 
on  the  construction  of  the  proposed  scheme  ?  We  did  not  ask  it  to  do  so. 

42.  Does  not  the  district  to  be  served  come  within  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Water  and 
Sewerage  Board  ?  It  is  not  the  general  practice  in  regard  to  new  works  for  the  Water  and  Sewerage 
Board  to  construct.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  the  constructing  authority. 

43.  It  is  not  the  practice  even  within  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  ? 
In  connection  with  new  works  referred  to  the  Public  Works  Committee  the  general  practice  is  for  the 
Minister  to  be  the  constructing  authority  under  the  Act.  In  some  cases  he  delegates  the  work  of  actual 
construction  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  who  acts  as  his  agent. 

44.  The  Minister  would  act  in  a  similar  way  as  was  done  when  railways  were  constructed  under  the 
Public  Works  Act?  Quite  so.  I  might  say  that  at  the  present  time  I  am  constructing  a  new  reservoir 
on  the  Cordeaux,  and  making  an  investigation  with  regard  to  another  on  the  Avon.  When  these  works 
are  finished  they  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  for  administration.  The  same 
practice  is  proposed  in  connection  with  the  scheme  now  before  the  Committee. 

45.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  financial  arrangements  in  connection  with  this  scheme  ;  do  you  know 
whether  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  will  take  over  the  whole  of  the  financial  responsibilities  on  the 
completion  of  the  work  ; — will  the  amount  expended  be  debited  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  as  part 
of  its  capital  expenditure?  It  will.  The  Bill  provides  for  the  transfer  of  the  work  when  completed  to  the 
Water  and  Sewerage  Board.  It  is  thought  desirable  that  being  situated  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  and 
so  close  to  Sydney  the  Board  should  administer  it.  The  Board  is  thought  to  be  a  very  suitable  body  to  do 
so.  The  Bill  gives  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  power  to  collect  whatever  rate  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
maintenance  charges,  interest,  and  working  expenses,  in  order  to  make  the  scheme  financial. 

46.  Chairman.]  Section  6  of  the  Bill  provides  for  that. 

47.  Mr.  Osborne.]  ( To  witness.)  You  have  stated  that  the  present  population  of  Sutherland  is  about  1,000  ? 
Yes,  we  have  allowed  for  that  number  of  people  as  the  population  of  Sutherland  at  present. 

48.  And  you  estimate  that  the  population  of  Sutherland  will  not  more  than  double  itself?  We  are 
allowing  for  the  extension  of  the  population  to  double  its  present  size. 

49.  Do  you  think  the  population  of  Sutherland  will  only  increase  to  that  extent  ?  1  would  not  say  that, 

but  that  is  as  far  as  we  would  be  justified  to  look  ahead. 

50.  Over  what  number  of  years  would  you  consider  that  to  be  a  reasonable  increase  in  the  population  ? 
It  is  very  difficult  to  say.  A  place  like  Sutherland  might  double  itself  in  six  or  seven  years  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  something  might  cause  it  to  hang  back. 

51.  It  might  be  desirable  to  construct  a  scheme  of  this  kind  if  one  was  sure  that  the  population  was  going 
to  double  itself  within  a  reasonable  space  of  time.  If,  on  the  other  band,  this  scheme  is  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  present  population  basis,  it  might  go  a  long  way  towards  modifying  the  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable  or  not  to  give  effect  to  it.  The  present  population  to  be  served  is 
estimated  at  5,000— Sutherland  1,000,  Miranda  1,000 — would  not  the  1,000  estimated  for  Miranda 
include  all  the  small  places  between  Sutherland  and  that  place  ? 

52.  Chairman.]  That  would  not  include  all  the  population  between  Sutherland  and  Miranda ;  but  I  am 
calling  evidence  on  that  point  from  the  President  of  the  Shire  Council  and  the  Shire  Clerk.  [To  witness)  : 
Those  estimates  as  to  population  were  prepared  about  1914,  were  they  not  ?  I  would  not  say  that.  I 
have  deliberately  put  the  future  population  at  10,000,  because  what  I  am  most  concerned  about  is  the 
maximum  capacity  of  the  scheme.  I  am  not  so  much  concerned  about  how  many  people  are  there  now 
as  I  am  about  the  number  I  am  likely  to  be  called  upon  to  supply. 

53.  Mr.  Osborne. ]  Roughly,  how  many  people  could  the  proposed  scheme  supply  without  difficulty  ?  We 

»  could  run  up  to  a  summer  peak  of  1 5,000  people  easily. 

54.  With  the  small  dam  proposed,  and  the  expenditure  of  £140,000  ?  Yes  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  pumping. 

55.  So  that  if  the  population  increased  to  15,000  you  would  want  to  enlarge  both  the  dam  and  the  facili¬ 
ties  for  conveying  water  to  the  people  ?  We  might  not  need  to  enlarge  the  dam  because  by  that  time  we 
might  have  built  the  dam  higher  up  for  the  South  Coast  supply,  which  will  have  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
future.  If  the  larger  dam  was  not  constructed  by  that  time,  even  with  a  population  of  15,000  the  dam 
proposed  in  connection  with  this  scheme  would  be  all  right.  If  I  had  to  supply  over  15,000  people,  I 
would  have  to  increase  my  engine  power  and  distributing  mains.  Of  course,  that  would  be  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  they  were  using  the  volume  of  water  which  I  had  allowed — 50  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

56.  Would  the  expenditure  of  £140,000  only  provide  for  the  building  of  the  dam  and  the  supply  of 
water  along  the  tramline  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla?  It  provides  for  the  supply  of  water  right 
along  the  tramline  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla. 

57.  That  is  a  distance  of  9  miles?  Yes. 

58.  Chairman. ]  Would  there  be  reticulation  at  Sutherland  ?  There  would  be  360  chains  of  reticulation  at 

Sutherland,  and  660  chains  at  Cronulla.  59. 
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59.  Mr.  Osborne.  1  In  order  to  supply  water  at  Hcathcote  and  Loftus,  would  it  be  necessary  to  spend  an 
additional  amount  of  money  ?  Not  at  Loftus.  The  gravitation  main  would  pass  through  Loftus  and  could 
supply  water.  No  reticulations  are  provided  for  there — no  branch  pipes — but  the  water  could  be  supplied 
from  the  main.  The  main  does  not  actually  pass  through  Heathcote,  and  the  main  would  have  to  be 
extended  about  a  mile  to  supply  that  centre. 

60.  That  would,  of  course,  be  a  matter  for  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  at  some  subsequent  date  ?  Yes, 
if  it  could  see  revenue  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  main  and  the  annual  charges  it  might  extend  it. 

61.  Is  Waterfall  supplied  from  the  South  Coast?  Waterfall  has  no  water  supply. 

62.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Has  not  the  Railway  Department  a  water  supply  at  Waterfall?  Yes,  the  Railway 
Department  has  an  engine  supply ;  but  there  is  no  domestic  supply  at  Waterfall. 

63.  Mr.  Osborne .]  Would  it  be  possible  to  connect  Waterfall  with  the  proposed  scheme  at  a  later  date? 
No,  Waterfall  is  too  high. 

64.  It  could  not  be  done  ?  It  could  be  done  ;  the  water  could  be  pushed  back.  It  was  intended  to  supply 
Waterfall  from  the  bigger  dam,  when  it  is  carried  out,  in  common  with  Helensburgh  and  the  towns  right 
south. 

65.  Is  there  no  sewerage  system  at  Waterfall  at  present?  No. 

66.  Is  there  no  sewerage  system  in  connection  with  the  Consumptive  Sanatorium  at  Waterfall  ?  There  is 
a  water  supply  for  the  hospital,  which  I  put  in.  It  is  a  small  separate  supply.  There  is  also  a  septic  tank 
at  the  Sanatorium. 

67.  Are  you  satisfied  that  in  view  of  the  present  population  of  the  district  to  be  served  and  the  expectation 
of  a  reasonable  increase  in  the  population  in  the  future  that  the  proposed  scheme  is  justified?  The  opinion 
which  I  personally  formed  is  this  :  The  scheme  would  be  a  heavy  burden  on  the  ratepayers  during  the 
early  stages,  but  if  I  were  a  property-owner  or  a  landholder,  I  would  willingly  take  it  on  because  of  the 
benefit  it  would  confer  on  my  property.  I  have  known  the  district  very  well  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
feel  confident  that  its  expansion  would  be  such  that  the  rate  which  at  first  would  be  high  would  fall  as 
settlement  advanced.  Following  the  installation  of  the  scheme  there  would  be  considerable  settlement  and 
every  year  things  would  get  easier  as  far  as  water  supjjly  was  concerned  ;  in  other  words,  the  districts  would 
prosper  to  an  extent  which  is  utterly  impossible  to-day  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  water  supply. 

68.  You  mean  that  the  installation  of  the  water  supply  would  popularise  the  district?  Yes,  and  I  think 
it  would  about  double  the  value  of  property. 

69.  If  this  scheme  were  authorised,  how  long  do  you  think  it  would  be  before  you  could  supply  water  to 
Cronulla  ?  I  think  we  would  have  to  put  it  down  at  a  couple  of  years  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain 
machinery  now. 

70.  Mr.  Weaver.]  What  is  the  estimated  daily  maximum  capacity?  700,000  gallons  are  provided  for. 
We  could  handle  a  population  of  15,000. 

71.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Is  the  financial  difficulty  the  only  one  in  the  way  of  having  a  larger  dam  now?  If 
the  money  was  available  I  would  not  recommend  the  Government  to  build  the  larger  dam  at  Waratah 
Rivulet  until  other  dams  on  the  Sydney  catchment,  Cordeaux,  Avon,  &c.,  had  been  dealt  with — indeed,  not 
till  required  for  the  South  Coast. 

72.  Mr.  Hickey.]  How  are  these  people  now  being  served  with  water  for  domestic  use  ?  Only  by  tanks 
which  gather  their  water  from  the  roof.  People  at  Miranda  where  the  Water  Board  ran  a  small  pipe 
across  the  railway  have  got  some  water  from  a  standpipe. 

73.  By  any  pumping  scheme  that  you  know  could  this  district  be  served  by  the  Prospect  dam  and  sup¬ 
ports  ?  Yes,  the  water  might  be  pushed  through  Carlton,  Penshurst,  and  under  George’s  River,  but  it 
would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money.  The  pumping  would  cost  a  good  deal  and  it  would  cripple  the  Board 
in  respect  of  their  Carlton  and  Penshurst  requirements. 

74.  Could  they  not  tap  the  system  ?  Carlton  and  Penshurst  are  both  extending,  and  it  takes  the  Board 
ail  its  time  to  keep  up  with  them,  without  having  to  shove  more  water  per  day  through  the  system. 

75.  Have  you  propounded  water  supply  schemes  in  connection  with  which  the  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
Board  have  differed  from  you,  or  does  the  Board  al\vays  agree  with  you  as  a  matter  of  course,  feeling  that 
it  is  their  chief  function  to  administer  a  scheme  which  you  place  in  their  hands  ; — does  the  Water  Board 
oppose  water  supply  schemes  got  out  by  the  Public  Works  Department?  Yes,  they  have.  They  opposed 
a  great  sewerage  outfall  scheme  before  the  Public  Works  Committee.  But  I  may  say  that  as  a  rule,  and 
at  the  present  time,  the  Water  Board  and  the  Public  Works  Department  are  in  absolute  unity.  There  is 
no  break  between  us  at  all. 

76.  Does  it  amount  to  this,  that  if  the  Water  Board  disagrees  with  the  Public  Works  policy  you  are  the 
superior  authority,  and  you  have  your  way  ;  is  that  your  experience  ?  No,  I  would  not  like  to  say  that. 

77.  I  understand  that  in  connection  with  the  outfall  sewer  scheme  to  which  you  have  referred,  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Water  Board  and  the  Public  Works  Department,  although  the  Public 
Works  Department’s  scheme  was  agreed  to  by  the  Public  Works  Committee  ?  Yes.  The  scheme  was 
referred  to  the  world’s  three  greatest  engineers  of  the  time.  They  were  in  London.  Those  engineers 
reported  in  favour  of  our  proposal,  and  the  Public  Works  Committee  was  guided  in  its  decision  by  their 
opinion.  I  would  like  to  make  it  clear  that  there  is  no  friction  between  us  and  the  Water  Board.  Mr. 
Millner,  the  President,  sits  on  our  Board  of  Reference  at  the  Public  Works  Department.  He  sits  at  the 
table  with  me  every  week. 

78.  On  the  matter  of  main  pipes — would  they  need  to  be  of  steel?  No,  cast-iron. 

79.  Would  all  mains  be  of  cast-iron  standard?  Yes,  in  connection  with  this  scheme. 

80.  I  understand  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  have  mains  of  lighter  steel  pipes.  That  was  the  policy 
in  regard  to  Country  Towns  Water  Supply?  They  were  used  instead  of  iron  when  steel  first  came  in. 
When  steel  came  in  a  number  of  very  light  steel  pipes  were  put  in  all  over  the  world,  because  engineers 
did  not  know  then  how  perishable  an  article  steel  is. 

81.  Cast-iron  pipes  would  serve  well  and  give  you  as  much  value?  Yes,  because  an  iron  pipe’s  life  is  twice 
as  long.  If  you  have  a  very  high  pressure  main,  the  cast-iron  being  not  so  strong  as  the  steel,  you  would 
have  to  make  the  pipes  thick  enough  to  withstand  the  pressure.  They  would  be  too  costly,  and  we  have 
to  turn  back  to  steel  because  of  its  strength. 

82.  Would  not  the  construction  of  steel  pipes  present  a  difficulty  at  the  present  time?  Yes.  We  propose 

to  use  cast-iron  pipes  made  in  the  State.  They  are  absolutely  the  best  article  for  water  supply  except 
whgre  very  high  pressure  is  used.  83. 
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83.  With  regard  to  cast  iron  j  ipes,  how  do  you  estimate  them?  At  per  ton. 

84.  What  would  be  'about  the  total  cost  for  pi  p<  s  in  connection  with  the  scheme?  For  the  gravitation 
line  £22,000,  and  reticulation  £14,000,  or  total  £3G,G00. 

85.  1  presume  that  estimate  was  prepared  before  the  price  of  pig-iron  was  raised  ?  It  is  pi’epared  on  a 
tender  I  hare  for  the  next  four  y  ears’  supply  of  this  class  of  goods,  covering  all  these  pipes.  It  is  an 
absolute  contract. 

83.  Your  limit  will  enable  you  to  supply  material  for  the  scheme  without  entering  into  a  new  contract? 
Yes.  These  items  are  at  present  rates. 

87.  Have  you  considered  the  possibility  of  the  successful  tenderer  not  being  able  to  fulfil  a  contract  for 
pipes  —is  there  not  a  danger  that  superior  authority  may  arise  and  utilise  pig-iron  for  shipbuilding  or  for 
something  else  ?  I  do  not  think  shipbuilding  would  affect  pig-iron  very  much. 

87|.  A  friend  of  mine  who  has  an  ironmoulding  business  is  seriously  hampered  in  procuring  pig-iron, 
which  has  increased  in  price  from  £7  to  £20,  and  is  even  at  times  unprocurable  at  the  higher  amount? 
We  are  at  a  certain  advantage  with  the  pipes.  There  is  a  special  pig-iron  that  is  more  suitable  for  pipes 
than  for  other  things,  as  it  resists  corrosion.  The  old  contract  amounted  to  £8  8s.  per  ton  for  20-inch 
pipe,  while  the  present  contract  is  £11.  Messrs.  Hoskins  Bros,  are  our  contractors  for  cast-iron  pipes. 

88.  When  the  proposed  main  was  laid  and  a  suburb  like  Heathcote  asked  to  be  connected  up,  would 
there  be  difficulty  about  the  main  ; — is  it  possible  for  its  capacity  to  become  too  small  ?  I  do  not  think 
Heathcote  is  going  to  troul.de  us  very  much  for  a  good  while. 

89.  If  you  tap  the  main  with  expensive  reticulation  here  and  there  you  rather  tax  its  capacity? 
Yes ;  you  will  come  to  your  limit,  and  then  you  must  duplicate  certain  sections.  You  cannot  look  too  far 
ahead.  You  must  be  guided  by  experience.  If  you  look  too  far  ahead  you  bury  too  much  money  in  the 
ground  ;  but,  if  you  do  not  look  far  ahead,  the  place  becomes  too  small  for  you. 

90.  Compared  with  country  towns’  water  supply  schemes,  is  not  this  scheme  to  cost  £140,000,  and  to  serve 
a  population  of  about  5,000,  rather  costly ; — take  the  Tamworth  water  supply,  which  cost  originally  about 
£40,000,  and  the  water-supply  schemes  for  Mudgee,  Parkes,  or  Cootamundra?  I  do  not  think  the  proposed 
scheme  is  too  costly.  In  this  case  the  cost  per  1,000  gallons  of  water  is  Is.  4|d.,  which  is  cheap. 

91.  Mr.  0 -'borne .]  If  the  people  are  not  there  to  consume  it,  what  is  the  use  of  it?  I  look  for  an  expansion 
there.  The  population  will  double  itself  quicker  in  this  district  than  in  any  of  the  country  towns 
mentioned. 

92.  Mr.  Ilick’.y.]  The  district  in  question  has  attractive  qualities,  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  its  population 
be’ng  doubled  within  six  or  twelve  years ;  but  that  is  about  the  rate  at  which  our  most  popular  suburbs 
have  advanced  in  normal  times  ; — does  it  not  appear  that  this  district  is  rather  far  removed,  and  that  one 
might  have  chosen  some  other  attractive  place,  without  being  a  pioneer?  Most  of  our  suburbs  within  some 
distance  of  Sydney  are  served  by  the  metropolitan  scheme  of  water  supply.  I  have  noticed  this  district  for 
a  long  time,  and  its  recent  jump  in  population  and  popularity  is  astonishing. 

93.  Mr.  Osborne .]  You  refer  moi'e  particularly  to  Cronulla?  Yes. 

94.  Mr.  Colquh)un.\  With  regard  to  the  increase  in  population  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla,  does 
it  show  signs  of  extension?  I  notice  settlement  all  along  the  tramline  since  it  commenced  running 
that  I  do  not  recollect  before. 

95.  The  tram  would  be  responsible  for  that  to  a  large  extent?  Yes. 

96.  It  is  more  residential  ?  Yes.  The  population  seems  to  have  spread  out  in  that  direction.  I  am 
not  stating  there  is  no  other  place  in  the  State  which  will  go  ahead.  Take  Katoomba.  It  w'as  a  great 
question  there  as  to  whether  they  were  justified  in  having  a  water  supply  on  account  of  the  cost.  I 
met  the  Council  there,  who  put  questions  to  me  similar  to  those  you  are  asking  ire  here.  The  Council  said, 

“  Do  you  think  we  are  going  ahead  so  that  we  can  pay  for  it?”  I  replied  that  I  thought  they  could 
oasily  pay  for  it.  The  scheme  has  paid  like  hot  cakes,  and  has  been  amplified,  the  cost  of  which  has  been 
paid  out  of  revenue. 

97.  Chairman .]  This  system  will  supply  Minni,  at  the  back  of  Heathcote?  Yes. 

98.  It  will  serve  Como  also?  Yes. 

99.  Mr.  Os'oorne."\  At  additional  cost?  Yes.  I  have  provided  in  the  estimate  for  au  annual  charge 
of  £9,549,  I  want  to  make  it  clear  what  that  is.  It  provides  in  the  first  place  for  the  payment  of 
5  per  cent,  cn  the  capital  cost,  and  secondly,  it  provides  for  the  renev'al  of  the  perishable  part  of  the 
work.  It  means  that  if  you  put  £449  in  the  bank  every  year  for  twenty-five  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
Gme  you  will  have  enough  money  to  make  a  fresh  start. 

100.  Mr.  Weaver.  ]  What  life  do  you  allow'  ?  Twenty-five  years.  We  allow  for  fuel  for  pumping  the  volume 
of  water  for  the  present  population.  Whether  we  use  coal,  electricity  or  suction  gas,  £720  per  annum  is 
sufficient.  £9,549  is  the  sum  which  I  estimate  will  have  to  be  raised,  and  it  can  be  got  in  two  ways, 
one  of  which  is  by  rate  and  the  other  by  sale  of  water.  With  700,000  gallons  a  day  I  have  been  asked 
how  many  people  I  can  supply.  I  have  allowed  for  50  gallons  per  head  per  day,  while  Sydney'  uses  40 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  When  the  Water  Board  requires  to  increase  the  revenue  they  would  probably 
raise  the  major  amount  byT  rating.  They  would  set  off  the  sale  of  water  by  meter  out  of  the  scheme,  and 
if  the  sales  were  good  they  would  lower  the  rates,  and  if  bad  they  would  have  to  be  raised. 


Cecil  Owen  James  Monro,  President  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

101.  Chairman. j  Have  you  any  business  in  the  Sutherland  Shire?  Yes,  I  am  a  land  and  estate  agent. 

102.  Where  do  you  operate  ?  At  Cronulla,  Miranda  and  Sutherland. 

103.  How'  many  years  have  you  lived  in  the  district  ?  Nine. 

104.  During  the  whole  of  that  time  you  have  carried  on  these  operations?  Yes. 

105.  Have  you  any  other  business  in  the  district?  Yes,  I  have  flats  at  Cronulla.  I  have  a  place  called 
“  Americano,”  with  an  ice  soda  fountain,  dc. 

106.  Is  that  a  big  concern  ?  Yes,  it  ran  me  into  £11, 000. 

107.  Do  you  know  that  the  Committee  has  under  consideration  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
Sutherland  Shire  ?  Yes. 

108.  Has  that  scheme  been  before  the  Shire  Council?  Ye-,  our  engineers  prepared  the  scheme  and  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

109.  Who  were  your  engineers ?  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Harrison.  110, 
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110.  Have  there  not  been  various  alterations  to  the  schomo  which  they  prepared?  There  have  been  very 
slight  alterations. 

111.  Are  you  aware  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  scheme  is  £110,000?  Yes.  At  first  the 
estimated  cost  was,  I  think,  £125,000,  but  that  was  increased  to  £140,000. 

112.  Has  the  Council  given  the  proposed  scheme  much  attention?  Yes,  as  the  papers  will  show,  we  have 
been  agitating  for  a  water  supply  for  some  years,  and  the  matter  has  given  the  Council  a  great  deal  of 
concern  all  the  time. 

113.  You  are  aware  that  the  cost  of  the  scheme  will  be  £140,000,  and  that  the  interest,  working  expenses, 
and  the  cost  of  administration  are  to  be  charged  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the  land  in  the  shire?  Yes, 
we  understand  that. 

114.  Has  the  Council  taken  all  the  aspects  of  the  scheme  into  consideration  ?  Yes,  and  it  unanimously 
decided  to  accept  it. 

115.  So  far  as  you  know  are  the  ratepayers  in  favour  of  the  proposed  scheme?  I  have  not  heard  one 
dissentient. 

116.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  urgent  need  for  this  work  to  be  carried  out?  Absolutely. 

117.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  prospects  of  the  district  as  regards  population  ?  I  have  lived  in  the 
district  nine  years,  and  I  know  exactly  how  it  has  gone  ahead  and  what  its  future  prospects  are,  judging 
from  the  past.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  700  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  shire  which  will  be 
served  by  the  proposed  supply.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  flow  of  moneyed  people  to  the  district,  and  a 
larger  number  of  houses  of  the  better  class  are  going  up  every  year.  The  result  has  been  that  the  district 
has  become  thickly  populated.  The  septic  tanks  which  were  put  in  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  number 
of  cottages,  and,  Cronulla  being  a  tourist  as  well  as  a  residential  resort,  we  consider  the  proposed  water 
supply  to  be  one  of  the  most  urgent  works  that  could  be  carried  out. 

118.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on  in  those  portions  of  the  shire  which  the  proposed 
scheme  is  designed  to  supply  with  water  ?  Boarding-houses,  furnished  cottages,  and  a  hotel.  I  have  had 
people  leave  cottages  on  account  of  there  being  no  water,  and  in  numerous  cases  they  would  not  take  the 
water  supplied  to  them  by  carts. 

119.  You  are  now  referring  to  Cronulla  only — are  there  no  other  businesses  carried  on  in  the  shire?  Yes, 
every  class  of  business  is  carried  on— farming,  poultry  farms,  as  well  as  the  different  trades. 

120.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  proposed  water  supply  is  carried  out  it  will  result  in  an  increase  in  the 
population  ?  Yes,  I  think  the  population  would  double  straight  away.  The  district  is  now  pretty  thickly 
populated,  and  with  a  water  supply  there  would  be  no  question  about  it  going  ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
We  are  only  10  miles  from  Sydney,  and  have  one  of  the  best  surf  beaches  in  Australia.  On,  the  other  side 
of  the  peninsula  we  have  Port  Hacking  and  National  Park.  Not  only  would  the  water  supply  attract  a 
larger  population  to  Cronulla,  but  the  heights  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla,  all  of  which  is  beautiful 
residential  land,  would  be  built  on.  Most  of  that  land  has  been  sold,  and  hundreds  of  people  are  waiting 
until.the  water  supply  is  installed  before  making  their  homes  there.  This  matter  has  been  before  Parliament 
on  numerous  occasions — not  this  particular  scheme,  but  other  schemes. 

121.  Mr.  Brookfield .]  Is  the  land  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  held  by  big  monopolies  or  genuine 
settlers  ?  Every  one  of  the  holders  are  genuine  settlers.  I  do  not  know  of  any  land  in  the  shire  which  is 
held  by  big  people  who  are  waiting  for  the  proposed  water  supply.  All  the  available  land  between 
Sutherland  and  Cronulla  has  been  subdivided.  You  cannot  put  your  hand  on  one  block  that  this  water 
supply  will  touch  which  has  not  been  subdivided. 

122.  What  about  the  land  around  Loftus  ?  There  are  Crown  lands  around  Loftus.  I  do  not  know  much 
about  Loftus.  There  is  a  little  subdivided  land  there.  The  Crown  owns  it. 

123.  What  about  the  land  north  of  the  tramway  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla?  The  land  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  tramline  runs  right  down  to  George’s  River,  and  the  proposed  water  supply  will  only 
serve  the  country  a  little  way  in  that  direction.  The  proposed  scheme  follows  the  tramline.  A  lot  of 
the  land  there  has  been  subdivided.  Fronting  the  tramway  there  is  not  one  block  which  has  not  been 
subdivided  and  sold. 

124.  Mr.  Colquhoun.]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  proposed  water  supply  is  not  intended  to  give  water 
to  people  on  the  northern  side  of  the  tramway  ?  Yes,  but  not  down  as  far  as  George’s  River.  It  is  a  long 
way  from  the  tramway  to  George’s  River. 

125.  Will  not  all  the  land  which  has  been  sold  to  the  north  of  the  tramline  be  served  by  the  proposed 
water  supply  ?  Yes. 

126.  Have  not  nearly  all  the  areas  to  the  north  and  south  of  the  tramway  been  sold  on  the  instalment 
system  ?  Yes. 

127.  Mr.  Osborne.]  Are  there  no  estates  which  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  scheme  which  cannot  be 
subdivided.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  I  have  had  forty-five  estates  along  the  tramline,  and  do  not  know 
one  decent  block  of  land  which  is  fit  for  subdivision  that  has  not  been  subdivided  and  sold. 

128.  A\  ill  not  the  proposed  scheme  supply  water  further  back  from  the  tramline — will  it  not  supply  water 
to  the  country  extending  down  to  Yowie  Bay?  No,  it  will  supply  water  within  a  certain  distance  of  the 
tramline  in  both  directions.  Any  big  extension  to  Yowie  Bay  will  be  another  consideration.  The  people 
living  there  would  have  to  guarantee  that  the  cost  of  the  extension  would  be  met. 

129.  That  would  have  to  be  done  by  the  people  owning  land  there?  Exactly.  The  residential  area  in  the 
shire  follows  the  tramline,  and  it  is  to  the  people  there  that  we  want  to  give  water — more  particularly  to 
those  at  the  Cronulla  end — where  there  is  a  very  large  population,  shifting  as  well  as  permanent.  The 
public  schools  along  that  route  also  need  a  water  supply.  The  absence  of  a  public  water  supply  is  a  great 
drawback  to  the  district,  and,  if  the  proposed  scheme  is  carried  out,  there  is  no  question  but  that  within 
two  years  the  rate  will  be  only  half  that  which  is  now  proposed.  The  water  supply  would  increase  the  value 
of  the  land  as  well  as  the  population. 

130.  A  hat  effect  do  you  estimate  the  proposed  water  supply,  if  carried  out,  would  have  on  your  flats  at 
Cronulla?  I  do  not  know  about  increasing  the  value  there  at  the  present  time.  From  a  health  point  of 
view  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  people  to  have  water. 

131.  Would  not  a  water  supply  necessarily  considerably  increase  the  value  of  your  flats?  I  suppose  it 

would,  but  I  would  have  to  pay  more  rates.  The  water  supply  would  increase  the  value  of  practically  all 
the  land  in  the  shire  straight  away,  j32 
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132.  Would  you  not  ge\,  over  the  payment  of  ii  creased  rates  by  raising  the  rental  of  your  flats'?  I  do  not 
think  so. 

133.  Chairman .]  Have  land  values  at  Cronulla  improved  very  considerably  during  the  past  five  or  six 
years?  Yes.  I  could  have  bought  the  land  on  which  I  built  my  flats  five  years  ago  for  £15  a  foot,  but  I 
paid  £31. 

134.  What  could  you  have  bought  it  for  ten  years  ago?  Fourteen  years  ago  16s.  a  foot  was  paid  for  the 
site  on  which  my  flats  have  been  erected.  The  price  paid  for  the  block  at  that  time  was  £60. 

135.  Has  the  whole  of  the  land  in  the  township  of  Cronulla  been  subdivided?  Yes,  there  is  no  land  held 
anywhere  in  Cronulla. 

136.  Are  there  no  large  areas  ?  No,  it  has  all  been  cut  up.  There  is  not  an  estate  anywhere  which  is 
held  for  future  subdivision. 

137.  I  thought  I  read  an  advertisement  in  connection  with  a  land  sale  at  Cronulla  the  other  day?  Yes, 
I  have  four  or  five  coming  on. 

138.  Where  are  those  subdivisions  ?  One  is  at  the  end  of  the  peninsula,  but  would  not  be  served  by  the 
proposed  water  scheme.  It  is  where  they  are  building  the  ocean  wharf.  It  was  subdivided  and  offered  at 
auction  by  Richardson  and  Wrench  four  years  ago,  but  I  am  having  a  clearance  sale  on  Easter  Monday, 
and  every  block  of  land  will  be  sold.  The  land  is  situated  towards  Hungry  Point,  at  the  extreme  end  of 
the  peninsula. 

139.  Have  land  values  right  along  the  line  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  increased  in  comparison  during 
the  past  few  years?  No. 

140.  What  would  land  fronting  the  tramline  at  Miranda  be  worth  ?  £2  a  foot  in  the  centre  of  Miranda 

near  the  public  school  and  post  office.  I  paid  £7  a  foot  for  the  corner  block  on  which  my  office 
is  situated.  The  reason  why  Sutherland  has  not  developed  like  Rockdale  or  Kogarah  is  because  there  has 
been  no  water  supply.  People  living  in  the  suburbs  like  domestic  comforts,  and  will  not  go  where  there  is 
no  water  supply.  If  the  proposed  scheme  is  carried  out  the  amount  of  building  which  will  follow  along 
the  tramline  will  be  phenomenal  and  will  mean  a  bigger  revenue  for  the  Government. 

141.  You  do  not  expect  Sutherland  to  develop  as  rapidly  as  Kogarah  or  Hurstville?  No. 

142.  It  is  too  far  out?  No.  I  would  remind  you  that  people  live  on  the  Mountains  and  at  other  places 

far  distant  from  Sydney  where  they  have  not  got  a  surf  beach  like  Cronulla  and  resorts  like  Port  Hacking 
and  National  Park  at  their  door. 

143.  Is  there  no  land  between  the  tramway  and  George’s  River?  Any  amount. 

144.  Is  it  all  held  for  subdivision?  I  suppose  some  of  the  estates  will  be  subdivided  as  the  district 

develops.  There  is  any  amount  of  land  there  which  could  be  subdivided. 

145.  Would  not  the  construction  of  a  water  supply  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  those  properties  enhance 
their  value  ?  I  do  not  think  so. 

146.  Would  it  not  be  a  very  important  factor  in  that  connection?  It  would,  but  that  land  is  not  served 
by  proper  access,  and  the  water  supply  would  not  enhance  its  value  unless  it  had  tramway  or  railway 
communication. 

147.  I  should  imagine  that  a  water  supply  would  always  improve  the  value  of  land?  Yes.  There  are 
thousands  of  blocks  of  land  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  tramline  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  which 
have  been  subdivided  and  sold,  but  you  would  not  expect  people  to  take  up  land  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s 
walk  from  the  tramline  when  they  could  get  land  close  to  it. 

148.  Can  you  get  land  close  to  the  tramway?  Tons  of  it. 

149.  Are  any  of  those  blocks  for  resale?  Yes,  any  amount  of  them. 

150.  That  means  that  they  are  held  for  speculative  purposes  ?  A  lot  of  them  are  held  waiting  for  tho 
water  supply. 

151.  That  means  that  all  these  blocks  along  the  tramway  would  be  considerably  added  to  in  value? 
Decidedly. 

152.  So  that  the  holders  of  those  blocks  are  likely  to  reap  a  fairly  decent  harvest  if  the  proposed  scheme 
is  carried  out — that  is,  those  who  are  desirous  of  selling  out  ?  They  may. 

153.  As  a  result  of  the  construction  of  the  proposed  water  supply  ?  Yes. 

154.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Is  any  building  going  cn  there  now  ?  Yes,  but  it  has  eased  off  during  the  past  month. 

155.  Do  you  receive  many  inquiries  from  buyers  ?  Yes,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  inquiries  in  connection 
with  the  sale  which  I  am  holding  on  Easter  Monday  have  been  as  great  as  in  connection  with  any  sale  I 
have  had  there. 

156.  Are  new  people  coming  along  ?  Yes,  all  the  time. 

157.  Mr.  Osborne .]  The  bulk  of  the  traffic  to  Cronulla  is  tourist  traffic,  is  it  not?  Practically,  although 
we  have  our  permanent  residential  settlement,  which  was  been  increasing  every  year. 

158.  But  Cronulla  depends  upon  the  tourist  traffic  ?  It  does  at  the  present  time  ;  but  if  we  got  the  water 
supply  we  contend  that  building  would  be  phenomenal,  and  the  permanent  population  would  correspondingly 
increase. 

159.  Are  there  many  flats  at  Cronulla?  No,  mine  are  the  only  ones  there  at  the  present  time,  but,  I 
understand,  that  if  we  get  the  water  supply  others  will  be  erected. 

160.  Does  not  the  greater  proportion  of  the  township  of  Cronulla  consist  of  furnished  cottages  which  are 
let  during  the  summer  months?  I  would  not  say  the  greater  proportion.  The  increased  population  comes 
mostly  from  boarding-houses  and  the  hotel. 

161.  Do  you  say  that  the  owners  of  property  could  not  very  well  recoup  themselves  by  increasing  the 
rentals  of  their  houses  after  the  installation  of  the  water  supply  ?  That  would  be  governed  by  the  demand] 

162.  I  think  that  the  district  is  such  that  it  would  naturally  create  a  demand  ?  One  never  knows.  I  let 
my  flats  this  year  for  £9  9s ,  but  I  could  have  got  £10  10s,  later.  Owing  to  the  want  of  water  there  has 
been  many  complaints  as  regards  the  sanitary  arrangements.  The  man  who  runs  the  sanitary  system  is 
always  running  out  of  water,  and  we  cannot  put  in  a  steaming  plant  because  we  would  use  too  much  water. 
If  we  get  the  water  supply  we  intend  to  go  in  for  a  sewerage  system. 

163.  Are  the  local  people  prepared  to  bear  the  expenses  connected  with  the  proposed  water  supply  ?  Yes, 
absolutely. 

164.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Who  owns  the  land  between  the  tramway  and  George’s  River?  I  know  the  Holt- 
Sutherland  Company  owns  a  lot  of  it,  but  it  has  all  been  taken  up  by  different  people.  That  land  was 

subdivided 
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subdivided  into  4  and  5-acre  blocks,  but  the  only  big  holding  I  know  of  is  that  owned  by  Dr.  Redd  all, 
and  two  or  three  others  with  him.  Dr.  Reddall’s  land  is  in  the  hands  of  Richardson  and  Wrench,  and  lies 
between  Sutherland  and  George’s  River.  Its  area  is  about  60  acre1-',  but  the  proposed  water  supply  would 
not  a0ect  it  in  the  slightest. 

165.  Mr.  Colquhoun .]  Is  not  that  land  opposite  Tom  Ugly’s  Point?  Yes,  it  fronts  the  main  Ulawarra 
Road  between  Tom  Ugly’s  Point  and  Sutherland. 

166.  Mr.  Weaver .]  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  as  regards  water  at  Cronulla  in  the  summer  time?  Yes, 
we  have  had  great  difficulties.  Mr.  Doran,  of  the  Tramway  Department,  will  give  you  figures  as  to  the 
quantities  of  water  hauled  by  trucks.  They  have  a  tank  at  the  tram  terminus,  and  if  water  is  required  in 
the  district  the  shire  office  is  rung  up,  anti  water  is  brought  from  Miranda  by  truck.  During  last  summer 
and  the  previous  summer  an  enormous  number  of  trucks  of  water  were  delivered  and  distributed  by  drays 
in  quantities  of  200  gallons  to  the  various  cottages.  The  summer  before  last  was  very  dry,  and  the  hotel 
at  Cronulla  paid  £92  for  water.  They  have  a  septic  tank  and  water  closets  at  the  hotel,  but  they  had  to 
cut  them  out. 


John  William  Macfarlane,  Clerk  to  the  Shire  Council  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined  : — - 

167.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  occupied  your  present  position?  Since  1907. 

168.  Has  the  population  of  the  district  of  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  grown  considerably’  since  then  ?  Yes. 

169.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  statistics  showing  the  increase  in  population?  Yes.  In  1911  the 
population  of  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  was  1,100. 

170.  Do  you  include  the  whole  area  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla?  I  only  have  a  record  for  the 
scavenging  area.  We  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value. 

171.  Have  yTou  any  figures  showing  the  number  of  ratepayers?  Yes. 

172.  Can  you  tell  me  the  approximate  number  of  people  who  would  use  this  water?  Rot  accurately.  I 
could  give  yTou  the  approximate  number  for  the  whole  of  the  shire,  including  Heatljcote  and  Waterfall. 
About  1909  the  population  was  approximately  2,300,  while  now  it  is  about  5,600.  That  is  for  the  whole 
of  the  shire. 

173.  Could  you  supply  the  Committee  with  the  number  of  ratepayers  in  1907  and  in  1917  ?  Yes,  I  can 
get  them. 

174.  Have  yTou  particulars  of  the  unimproved  value  of  the  shire  in  1907  ?  In  1908,  £240,000;  1918, 
£918,000. 

175.  Can  you  give  us  the  approximate  number  of  occupied  buildings  in  1907,  and  the  number  in  1917  ? 
No.  I  deal  only  with  the  scavenging  area.  From  1911  to  1914,  376  buildings  were  erected,  and  from 
1914  to  1918,  763.  For  the  three  years  1911  to  1914  we  built  at  the  rate  of  125  houses  a  year.  From 
1914  to  the  current  year  we  built  at  the  rate  of  254  houses  per  year.  That  is  for  the  whole  of  the  shire. 
In  the  southern  end  of  Sutherland  in  1911  there  was  scarcely  one  person  per  acre,  and  now  there  is  2-8. 
In  Cronulla  there  was  D4  per  acre,  and  now  there  is  4  9.  That  is  rather  m<  re  than  in  the  combined 
municipalities  of  Hurstville,  Bexley,  Ivogarab,  and  Rockdale,  where  it  is  about  three  persons  per  acre. 
In  summer  you  can  double  the  population. 

176.  Have  you  property’  of  your  own  in  the  district  ?  Yes,  at  Miranda. 

177.  You  are  aware  of  the  proposal  before  the  Committee  for  a  water  supply  for  the  Sutherland  district  at 
a  cost  of  £140,000,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  pay  the  interest,  working,  and  administrative  .charges  in 
respect  to  the  scheme  by  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  the  land?  Yes. 

178.  That  proposal  was  placed  before  the  local  Council?  Yes. 

179.  Did  the  Council  approve  of  it  ?  Yes. 

180.  Do  you  as  a  landholder  approve  of  it  ?  Yes. 

181.  You  come  into  contact  with  the  landholders  of  the  district?  Yes. 

182.  Are  they  in  agreement  with  the  proposal  ?  Yes.  They  like  the  idea,  although  they  do  not  know 
what  the  rate  will  be. 

183.  They  are  prepared  to  bear  their  share  of  the  burden?  Yes. 

184.  As  far  as  you  are  concerned  you  are  prepared  to  bear  your  portion  of  the  burden  ?  Yes,  particularly 
as  I  should  use  the  water  considerably’.  I  have  a  small  orchard. 

185.  There  are  a  number  of  orchards  and  poultry  farms  in  your  district?  Yes.  There  are  280  acres  of 
orchards  and  gardens  around  Miranda,  and  about  60,000  head  of  poultry. 

186.  Are  the  people  wealthy?  No,  they  are  making  a  good  living,  and  they  have  money  in  the  bank,  but 
they  are  not  wealthy. 

187.  Are  they  hampered  by  want  of  water?  Yes.  In  dry  seasons  water  has  to  be  carried  from  the 
creeks  and  from  standpipes,  which  means  expense. 

188.  Mr.  Millard.]  You  have  said  there  are  about  60,000  In  ad  of  pouj'ry  in  your  district;  how  many 
poultry  farms  are  involved  ?  About  sixty’-five. 

189.  Would  they  average  nearly  1,000  per  head?  About  850. 

190.  What  areas  are  they  on  ?  Four  and  5  acres. 

191.  Are  the  people  making  a  fair  living?  Yes,  I  believe  they’  are. 

192.  Do  you  know’  anything  about  poultry  farming?  Yes. 

193.  Do  you  know  that  plenty  of  water  is  essential  to  the  success  of  poultry  farming?  Yes.  Often  a 
well  is  sunk  to  secure  plenty  of  water,  but  frequently  the  mineral  in  it  makes  it  unsuitable. 

194.  Are  the  farmers  on  areas  of  4  and  5  acres  in  a  prosperous  condition  ?  Yes. 

195.  With  a  plentiful  supply’  of  water  would  there  be  more  poultry  farmers  in  the  district?  Yes,  in  many 
cases  they  could  run  larger  blocks. 

196.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Is  a  big  proportion  of  the  population  of  theshire  only’ a  summer  one  ?  Yes,  I  consider 
the  permanent  population  of  the  Cronulla  urban  area  is  800  or  900.  But  in  summer  you  could  double  that. 

197.  They  are  not  all  permanent  residents  ?  No.  I  estimate  that  during  the  winter  months  about  60  per 
cent,  of  the  houses  are  permanently  occupied. 

198.  Do  y’ou  know  how  the  land  on  the  other  side  is  held  ?  It  is  owned  by’  Thomas  Holt,  and  is  specially 
leased  by  him  to  a  company.  It  is  held  by’  himself  and  others  on  a  99  y  ears’  lease. 

199.  That  is  the  land  between  the  tramline  and  George’s  ftiver  ?  Yes,  the  v’hole  of  that  land  with  one  or 

two  exceptions  is  held  on  a  99  years’ lease,  "  -  200. 
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200.  Chairman .]  What  is  the  area  of  your  block?  Not  quite  5  acres. 

201.  Mr.  Brookfield .]  Are  any  big  areas  in  the  district  held  by  one  individual?  No.  1  understand  that 
under  the  Holt-Sutherland  Act  no  one  is  allowed  to  hold  more  than  10  acres.  All  these  leases  are 
convertible. 

202.  Are  there  any  large  areas  held  by  one  individual  or  by  a  firm  ?  No. 

203.  Mr.  Johnston.}  Has  the  plan  of  the  scheme  been  before  your  Council?  No. 

201.  Chairman .]  The  scheme  generally  has?  Yes,  the  scheme  has. 

205.  Mr.  Johnston.}  Do  I  understand  that  the  route  of  the  proposed  pipe-line  from  Sutherland  Station  to 
Cronulla  follows  the  Cronulla  tramline  ?  Yes. 

206.  Can  you  say  what  arrangements,  if  any,  have  been  made  for  supplying  water  to  such  places  as  Port 
Hacking  and  Simpson’s?  No. 

207.  Does  that  also  apply  to  such  places  as  Taren  Point?  No;  that  is  about  2  miles  away  from  the 
line. 

208.  Was  not  the  old  6-inch  main  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Taren  Point?  Yes. 

209.  What  is  the  area  of  land  that  you  have  under  occupation  ?  Not  quite  5  acres,  which  is  about  the 
average  size  of  the  blocks  there.  I  pay  about  22s.  per  year. 

210.  You  have  stated  that  in  July,  1916,  a  petition  for  the  work  was  presented  from  540  interested 
persons.  Are  you  a  signatory  to  that  petition  ?  Yes. 

211.  At  whose  instigation  were  the  names  collected?  I  cannot  say.  The  petition  lay  in  our  School  of 
Arts  at  Miranda  for  some  time. 

212.  Do  you  know  who  initiated  the  petition  ?  1  think  the  Council  did. 

213.  Then,  the  Council  would  take  steps  to  verify  the  signatures  ?  Yes ;  I  think  I  could  do  that  myself. 

214.  Has  it  been  done  ?  No. 

215.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  any  of  the  540  persons  who  signed  the  petition  were  residents  of  any  such 
place  as  Cronulla,  Miranda,  or  Sutherland  to  be  served  by  the  proposed  scheme?  No.  If  I  saw  the 
petition  I  could. 

216.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  large  number  of  persons  who  signed  the  petition  are  not  residents  of  those 
districts,  but  are  interested  in  land  there  ?  I  could  not  say. 

217.  Were  not  a  large  number  of  people  who  would  not  be  benefited  beyond  the  fact  that  the  water  supply 
would  enhance  the  value  of  their  land  ?  I  could  not  say  now. 

218.  Chairman .j  Is  there  a  copy  of  that  petition  in  your  office?  I  am  not  sure. 

219.  You  might  look  that  up  ?  Yes. 

220.  Mr.  Johnston.}  Do  you  know  the  geography  of  the  place  and  the  catchment  area?  Yes ;  I  know  the 
Woronora  River  generally. 

221.  Mr.  Colquhoun.}  With  regard  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate,  where  does  that  property  come  in  ?  It 
is  practically  the  area  north  of  the  pipe-line  ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  exceptions. 

222.  Mr.  Brookfield.}  That  is  at  present  held  by  a  company  ?  Yes;  but  it  is  nearly  all  subleased. 

223.  Mr.  Colquhoun.}  It  has  nearly  all  been  subdivided  ?  Yes. 

224.  The  areas  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  tramline  have  been  subdivided  ?  Yes. 

225.  There  are  one  or  two  portions  nearer  George’s  River  which  have  not  been  cut  up  and  sold  ?  Yes. 

226.  Land  between  Taren  Point  and  Como?  Yes  ;  and  around  the  swamps.  There  is  some  swampy  land 
in  that  part.  All  the  land  is  practically  suitable  for  settlement. 

227.  There  are  really  no  large  holdings  to  be  benefited  by  the  scheme  ?  No. 

228.  The  scheme  is  to  benefit  the  small  areas  comprising  the  subdivision  ?  Yes. 

229.  Have  leaseholders  the  right  to  convert?  Yes.  That  has  never  been  altered. 

230.  You  have  the  right  to  convert  to  freehold  ?  Yes,  during  the  currency  of  the  lease. 

231.  Mr.  Osborne.}  On  what  basis  do  you  convert?  On  twenty-five  years  purchase. 

232.  I  do  not  quite  follow  you?  You  pay  twenty-five  times  the  annual  rental.  It  costs  me  about  £27 
an  acre  to  convert ;  but  for  valuation  purposes  the  Shire  Council  assessed  my  land  at  £25  an  acre. 

233.  Chairman.}  Any  accretion  in  value  by  reason  of  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  water  supply 
would  go  to  the  holder  of  the  subdivided  land  and  not  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Company?  It  would  go 
to  me,  for  example,  and  not  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Company. 

234.  Mr.  Osborne.}  How  many  people  have  converted?  I  could  not  say  offhand.  I  do  not  think  that 
they  usually  convert  unless  they  are  going  to  subdivide  and  sell. 

235.  Mr.  Colquhoun.}  No  accretion  in  value  would  affect  the  amount  of  the  conversion  ?  That  would  be 
only  for  the  time  the  lease  lasts.  I  would  not  convert,  because  I  am  getting  the  land  cheaply.  If  I 
wanted  to  subdivide  I  would  have  to  convert  to  give  the  other  man  a  title. 

236.  Mr.  Brookfield.}  Do  you  think  it  would  have  a  tendency  that  way?  It  might  in  years  to  come,  but 
I  do  not  see  any  immediate  likelihood  of  it. 

237.  Mr.  Osborne.}  How  many  blocks  are  there  along  the  tramway  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  ?  I 
have  no  idea. 

238.  How  many  unoccupied  blocks  are  there  ?  I  could  not  tell  you  in  numbers.  I  would  have  to  look 
up  our  books. 

239.  Are  there  a  considerable  number  of  unoccupied  blocks  ?  Yes. 

240.  There  is  not  much  settlement  between  Sutherland  and  Miranda,  and  between  Miranda  and  Cronulla? 
There  is  at  Currabane,  but  there  is  a  long  stretch  until  you  get  to  Cronulla. 

241.  Is  all  that  land  subdivided?  Some  of  it  has  been  subdivided  into  small  building  blocks. 

242.  Are  there  any  areas  along  the  tramline  which  have  not  been  subdivided  ?  Several.  They  are  in 
the  original  Holt-Sutherland  subdivision  of  4,  5,  and  perhaps  6  acre  blocks.  When  I  speak  of  sub¬ 
divisions  I  mean  resubdivisions.  You  might  take  up  a  6-acre  block  and  perhaps  subdivide  it  into  forty 
building  allotments. 

243.  What  is  the  smallest  allotment  your  Council  permits  for  building  purposes?  Unfortunately  the 
Local  Government  Act  does  not  permit  us  to  set  a  limit,  but  the  Council  likes  to  see  a  subdivision  for 
building  purposes,  which  provides  for  not  less  than  seven  houses  tr  the  acre.  The  Act,  however,  does  not 
permit  us  to  insist  upon  any  specified  area. 

244.  You  cannot  enforce  a  limitation  ?  We  cannot. 

245.  What  is  the  average  frontage  of  the  building  blocks  ?  Forty  feet,  but  a  number  of  the  subdivisions 

gave  a  frontage  of  60  feet,  so  that  I  think  if  yrou  took  44  feet  it  would  be  a  fair  average.  246. 
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246.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  remarkable  increase  in  the  unimproved  value  during  the  three  years  to 
which  you  referred  ?  Subdivisions  and  resales. 

247.  What  rate  does  your  shire  strike  on  the  unimproved  value!  2d.  in  the  £.  In  the  Cronulla  urban 
area  we  have  struck  a  rate  of  4d.  in  the  £. 

248.  On  subdivided  property?  On  everything.  In  the  shire  area  we  cannot  strike  a  rate  of  more  than 
2d.  in  the  £. 

249.  Is  that  rate  sufficient  to  finance  the  Council  ?  We  can  get  along,  but  with  the  increase  of  wages  and 
material  we  really  ought  to  have  3d.  in  the  £.  Twopence  in  the  £  was  the  rate  of  1901,  and  everything 
has  gone  up  in  value  since.  The  Act  limits  us  to  2d.  in  the  £. 

250.  And  do  you  make  a  valuation  each  year?  Yes. 

251.  Has  the  year’s  valuation  increased  materially  on  last  year?  I  did  not  make  a  note  of  last  year’s 
valuations.  I  took  several  periods,  because  I  thought  that  it  would  be  more  useful  to  the  Committee. 
Last  year’s  valuations  show  ed  a  material  increase,  but  nothing  sensational. 

252.  Is  it  your  experience  that  quite  a  number  of  these  blocks  are  held  along  the  tramline  for  speculative 
purposes — are  they  held  by  people  who  are  non-residents?  Yes. 

253.  Do  you  think  that  the  advent  of  the  proposed  water  supply  would  materially  increase  the  value  of 
properties  immediately  contiguous  to  the  pipe-line?  No,  not  under  the  present  system  of  valuation, 
because,  according  to  the  opinion  held  by  the  Magistrates  who  preside  over  Appeal  Courts,  you  cannot 
increase  the  value  of  land  because  you  have  opened  a  road  or  constructed  a  water  supply.  You  must  show 
that  your  valuation  is  supported  by  jales  which  have  taken  place  from  time  to  time  in  the  immediate 
locality.  I  always  made  it  a  rule  never  to  inflate  values,  simply  because  something  has  been  done.  I  always 
have  sales  to  show  that  the  land  has  passed  from  the  hands  of  oue  owner  to  another  at  such-and-such  a 
price. 

254.  Would  not  a  considerable  number  of  sales  at  enhanced  prices  follow  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
water  supply  ?  No ;  I  can  hardly  say  straight  out  that  that  would  happen,  but  I  think  there  would  be 
more  settlement.  People  are  holding  off  now  because  there  is  no  water.  People  have  told  me  they  would 
live  in  Sutherland,  Cronulla,  or  Miranda,  but,  having  been  accustomed  to  plenty  of  water  all  their  lives, 
they  are  frightened  to  go  to  a  place  where  there  is  no  water  supply. 

255.  People  who  own  blocks  would  build  on  them  and  reside  there  ?  That  is  my  private  opinion. 

256.  Has  there  been  any  general  demand  by  the  ratepayers  for  this  water  supply  ?  Yes. 

257.  Have  you  been  deluged  with  requests  for  a  water  supply  ?  We  have  hardly  been  deluged,  but  it  is 
common  knowledge  that  the  ratepayers  are  anxious  for  something  of  the  kind.  They  feel  they  lack  some¬ 
thing  because  of  the  absence  of  a  water  supply. 

258.  Have  there  been  any  recent  requisitions  for  a  water  supply?  Not  since  the  petition  of  June,  1916. 

259.  The  Shire  Council  carried  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  proposed  scheme  ?  Yes. 

260.  Prior  to  doing  so  the  Shire  Council  did  not  consult  the  ratepayers  in  any  way  ?  No. 

261.  It  was  purely  the  opinion  of  the  shire  councillors  themselves  ?  Yes. 

262.  Are  they  all  local  residents  ?  Yes,  with  one  exception.  That  councillor  lives  at  Leichhardt,  but  he 
is  really  making  a  home  at  Heathcote,  and  may  settle  there  peimanently  at  any  time. 

263.  Are  the  shire  councillors  interested  financially  to  any  extent  in  the  district — have  they  very  much 
land  in  their  possession  ?  None  of  them  have  large  holdings.  They  may  have  private  interests  which  I 
know  nothing  of,  but  the  books  of  the  Council  do  not  show  that  they  have. 

264.  How  do  you  view  the  suggestion  yourself?  I  feel  that  a  water  supply  would  certainly  be  a  great 
boon  to  the  district,  and,  a3  I  said,  it  would  increase  settlement.  I  have  a  family,  and  run  the  orchard 
and  poultry  farm  for  them,  and  I  feel  that  a  water  supply  is  required  for  an  occupation  of  that  kind. 

265.  Have  there  been  any  averse  reports  from  the  Health  Department  with  respect  to  the  health  of  the 
community  ?  No,  the  reports  have  been  favourable,  although  the  Health  Department  is  pressing  us  very 
strongly  to  instal  a  steaming  plant  and  a  sanitary  system,  but  we  cannot  do  so  because  we  have  no 
permanent  water  supply. 

266.  What  sanitary  system  have  you  ?  The  pan  system.  At  Cronulla  it  is  not  too  satisfactory,  because, 
on  account  of  the  floating  population,  it  is  difficult  to  administer  properly.  Of  course  we  hope,  if  we  get 
the  water  supply,  to  instal  a  sewerage  system  shortly  afterwards. 

267.  Under  the  pan  system  the  tenants  have  to  pay  ?  Yes,  not  the  ratepayers,  which  is  unfortunate, 
because  it  makes  it  difficult  to  administer  the  system  under  these  conditions. 

268.  It  is  possible  to  alter  the  system  ?  Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  impossible.  I  understand  that  in 
the  Local  Government  Bill  provision  is  made  to  make  the  owner  of  the  property  responsible  for  payment. 
That  will  help  us  considerably. 


Albert  Henry  Tildesley,  poultry-farmer,  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

269.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  lived  at  Sutherland  ?  Five  years. 

270.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  proposal  before  the  Committee  to  construct  waterworks  to  supply 
portions  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  at  a  cost  of  £140,000,  and  that  the  interest,  working  expenses,  and 
administrative  charges  are  to  be  wholly  levied  by  means  of  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  in  the 
Sutherland  Shire  ?  I  am. 

271.  Do  you  approve  of  that?  I  do. 

272.  Do  jou  own  the  land  that  you  occupy  ?  Part  of  it  is  freehold  and  part  of  it  is  leasehold. 

273.  You  are  the  owner  of  the  freehold  and  the  holder  of  the  leasehold  ?  Yes. 

274.  Under  the  Hoi t-Sutherland  Act  the  leasehold  is  convertible  ?  Yes. 

275.  So  that  any  accretion  in  value  to  the  land  by  reason  of  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  water  supply 
could  not  go  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Company,  but  would  be  obtained  by  you  on  conversion  ?  Absolutely. 

276.  How  many  head  of  poultry  do  you  carry  ?  Two  thousand. 

277.  Do  you  find  you  are  hampered  in  your  operations  through  the  want  of  water?  Yes,  considerably. 
I  have  had  to  supply  fifteen  800-gallon  tanks  which,  of  course,  go  dry  when  there  is  no  rain. 

278.  Would  a  permanent  and  ample  water  supply  assist  you  in  any  way?  Yes,  it  would  enable  me  to 
increase  my  stock  considerably. 

279.  Would  you  increase  the  number  of  head  of  poultry  that  you  carry?  Yes. 

280.  Do  you  know  the  residents  round  about  you?  I  do,  281, 
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281.  Have  you  heard  any  objections  to  the  proposed  supply?  Absolutely  none.  Everybody  has  been 
asking  for  a  long  time  when  the  scheme  is  going  to  come  to  fruition. 

2S2.  Are  you  connected  with  any  society  or  association  in  the  district?  Not  at  present. 

283.  Have  you  been  ?  Yes. 

284.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  society  or  association  with  which  you  were  connected  ?  It  was  a  branch 
of  the  Agricultural  Bureau. 

285.  So  far  as  you  know  do  the  members  of  that  branch  desire  to  procure  a  water  supply?  Yes, 
absolutely. 

286.  Mr.  Johnston.~\  Where  is  your  land  situated  ?  On  Hotham-road,  just  past  the  first  section  on  the 
tramway.  It  is  about  \\  miles  from  Sutherland  on  the  Port  Hacking  side  of  the  tramway. 

287.  What  area  do  }’ou  hold  ?  Fifteen  acres  altogether. 

288.  From  whom  did  you  purchase  your  land  ?  From  the  Holt-Sutherland  Company.  We  took  the 
ground  on  lease,  and  5  acres  of  it  we  converted. 

289.  How  far  is  your  nearest  neighbour  from  you  ?  Fifty  yards. 

290.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  area  owned  by  the  Holt-Sutherland  Company  ?  No. 

291.  Is  the  country  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  closely  or  spirsely  settled  ?  It  is  not  what  you 
would  call  closely  settled  at  the  present  time,  although  the  land  right  out  has  been  taken  up.  The  land  on 
either  side  of  us  has  been  taken  up  from  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate. 

292.  How  is  the  land  on  the  George’s  River  side  of  the  tramline  held?  I  believe  all  the  land  is  taken  up 
on  both  sides  of  the  tramline.  It  is  taken  up  for  some  considerable  distance  towards  Como. 

293.  How  long  is  it  since  you  heard  of  the  proposed  water  supply  ?  There  has  been  considerable  talk 
about  a  water  supply  for  over  two  years. 

294.  Are  your  fifteen  tanks  sufficient  for  your  present  needs  ?  I  would  not  say  they  are,  because  we  have 
had  to  construct  a  small  dam  in  addition. 

295.  Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  a  deputation  to  the  Council  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  ? 
No. 

296.  Were  you  one  of  those  who  signed  the  petition  in  June,  1916  ?  I  believe  I  did  sign  a  petition  in 
connection  with  the  water  supply,  but  I  could  not  say  exactly  in  what  year  ? 

297.  Who  brought  the  petition  to  you  ?  I  do  not  remember. 

298.  Do  you  remember  who  set  the  ball  rolling  ?  No,  but  I  believe  it  came  through  the  Shire  Council.  I 
might  mention  I  am  the  holder  of  some  property  at  Cronulla,  and  to-day  I  visited  one  of  the  places,  and 
all  the  tanks  were  empty. 

299.  Mr.  Brookfield .]  Do  you  grow  your  own  feed  ?  Yes,  I  grow  a  lot  of  greenstuff. 

300.  Do  the  poultry  farmers  around  you  do  the  same  ?  Yes. 

301.  If  the  water  scheme  were  carried  out,  would  you  be  inclined  to  subdivide  your  15-acre  block  ?  My 
present  intention  is  to  increase  my  stock  of  poultry  and  go  in  for  a  larger  farm. 

302.  Have  many  of  the  other  holders  have  as  large  a  block  as  you  ?  There  is  a  10-acre  block  alongside 
us  and  the  others  run  into  5  acres. 

303.  There  are  no  large  holdings  ?  No. 

304.  Mr.  Johnston .]  Have  many  of  these  blocks  been  subdivided  into  buildings  lots  ?  I  do  not  think  so. 

305.  Not  close  to  you?  No,  they  are  all  poultry  farmers  about  my  place. 

306.  Mr.  Osborne .]  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  your  farm  ?  Thirty  shillings  an  acre  for  the  leasehold. 

307.  You  converted  5  acres  into  freehold?  Yes.  I  paid  £37  10s.  an  acre  to  do  so. 

308.  Approximately,  what  frontage  have  you  to  the  main  road  ?  I  am  not  on  the  main  road  ;  I  run  down 
from  the  tramway. 

309.  How  far  are  you  from  the  tramline?  Roughly,  about  300  feet. 

310.  Is  the  land  adjoining  the  tramway  and  in  front  of  you  held  in  small  areas  ?  No,  in  5-acre  blocks. 

311.  Are  they  poultry  farms?  The  corner  block  is  bush  land  ;  but  the  others  are  all  poultry  farms. 

312.  Is  the  area  of  the  corner  block  5  acres  ?  Yes. 

313.  Has  it  been  reserved  for  building  purposes?  I  understand  it  has  been  built  on.  The  block  closer 
towards  the  tramline  was  cut  up  some  time  ago  into  building  allotments  with  a  frontage  of  50  feet.  It 
fronts  the  tramline. 

314.  Mr  Johnston .]  Who  was  it  cut  up  by  ?  I  forget  the  name  of  the  gentleman  ;  he  died  recently. 

315.  Mr.  Osborne .]  None  of  that  land  has  been  built  on  ?  No. 

316.  Do  you  know  what  it  brought  per  foot?  I  could  not  say. 

317.  What  is  the  approximate  value  of  the  land  in  your  vicinity  along  the  tramline  ?  I  would  say  it  would 
be  worth  £2  a  foot. 

318.  Could  it  be  bought  for  that  ?  I  think  it  could  be. 

319.  Do  you  think  that  the  water  supply  would  be  of  material  value  to  people  living  on  the  tramline? 
Yes,  I  believe  it  would  induce  settlement  there  straight  aw'ay. 

320.  Would  it  increase  land  values  to  any  extent  ?  I  think  it  would  put  values  up  above  what  they  are  now. 

321.  In  your  judgment,  are  there  many  people  along  there  holding  out  for  increased  values?  I  do  not 
think  so.  I  think  they  are  all  people  who  would  come  out  and  start  poultry  farms  if  they  were  sure  of  a 
water  supply. 

322.  Is  there  any  land  in  the  vicinity  of  yours  which  is  not  subdivided?  The  bulk  of  the  land  about  me 
is  held  in  5  acre  blocks. 

323.  The  land  you  are  speaking  of  all  fronts  the  tramway  ?  Yes. 

324.  The  land  held  along  the  road  is  in  building  areas  ?  Partly  in  building  areas  and  partly  in  original 
leases  of  5-acre  blocks. 

325.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  much  more  profitable  for  the  holders  of  that  property  to  subdivide  at 
the  enhanced  values  which  would  follow  the  installation  of  the  water  supply  ?  I  do  not  know.  Some 
people  would,  I  think,  still  have  the  idea  of  holding  on  and  running  poultry  farms  and  ventures  of  that 
kind.  I  might  be  inclined  to  cut  up,  but  my  present  intention  is  to  go  in  for  more  poultry. 

326.  How  have  you  fared  during  the  five  years  you  have  been  poultry-farming  at  Sutherland  ?  We  had 
a  couple  of  dry  seasons  and  had  to  cart  water. 

327.  Where  did  you  cart  it  from  ?  We  did  not  cart  it  ourselves,  but  had  it  carted,  I  think,  from  some 
place  at  National  Park. 

328.  What  did  you  pay  for  it  ?  Five  shillings  per  100  gallons.  329. 
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329.  So  that  the  installation  of  a  water  supply  would  make  a  considerable  difference  to  you  ?  Yes.  The 
last  couple  of  seasons  have  been  fairly  good.  If  we  had  a  couple  of  dry  seasons  we  would  have  to  cart 
water. 

330.  Are  you  prepared  to  adopt  the  policy  suggested  by  the  Shire  Council  that  the  whole  of  the  local 
people  are  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  water  scheme?  Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  a  fair  proposal. 

331.  Do  you  know  of  any  land  in  the  vicinity  which  has  been  held  for  purely  speculative  purposes?  I  do 
not. 

332.  Do  you  know  of  any  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cronulla?  I  do  not. 

333.  Are  there  any  blocks  of  land  between  Miranda  and  Cronulla  which  have  not  been  subdivided  ?  There 
may  be  some,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any.  Between  my  place  and  Miranda  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  land  has  been  lately  cut  up  into  building  blocks. 

334.  What  effect  did  the  construction  of  the  tramway  have  on  land  values  between  Sutherland  and 
Miranda?  It  certainly  raised  them. 

335.  Were  you  living  at  Sutherland  before  the  construction  of  the  tramway?  No,  I  went  there  shortly 
after  the  tramway  was  opened. 

336.  On  what  basis  are  you  rated  by  the  Shire  Council?  On  the  unimproved  capital  value. 

337.  What  does  the  Council  value  your  property  at?  I  could  not  say,  but  I  think  it  is  somewhere  about 
£40  an  acre. 

338.  You  will  admit  that  a  number  of  people  made  huge  profits  out  of  land  sales  after  the  construction  of 
the  tramway  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla?  I  believe  that  such  was  the  case. 

339.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  repetition  of  that  following  the  installation  of  the  water 
supply?  I  do  not  think  so,  because  a  lot  of  the  big  estates  have  been  cut  up.  I  know  that  right  opposite 
the  tramline,  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla,  the  land  was  recently  cut  up  into  50-foot  building  blocks. 
Another  estate  along  the  road  was  lately  cut  up  and  sold. 

340.  Mr.  Johnson .]  How  many  years  ago  did  you  suffer  from  a  shortage  of  water  ?  About  three  years 
ago.  I  think  nearly  all  the  people  about  me  had  to  have  water  carted. 

341.  Do  you  remember  how  many  gallons  of  water  you  paid  for?  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but  we  had 
several  lots. 

342.  How  many  tanks  had  you  then  ?  About  twelve  800-gallon  tanks,  I  think. 

343.  You  now  have  fifteen  tanks,  and  have  had  no  shortage  of  water  since  ?  No. 

344.  Mr.  Brookfield .]  You  said  that  the  general  concensus  of  opinion  amongst  residents  was  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  scheme  ?  Yes. 

345.  Have  they  expressed  themselves  as  in  favour  of  it  at  any  public  meeting?  No  ;  I  meet  them  pretty 
well  every  day,  and  a  topic  like  the  water  supply  is  always  before  them. 

346.  No  meetings  have  been  held  ?  Meetings  may  have  been  held  without  my  knowledge. 

347.  Would  it  not  be  most  unlikely  that  any  meetings  could  have  been  held  without  your  knowledge  ?  I 
do  not  know. 

348.  Would  not  any  meeting  in  connection  with  the  proposed  water  supply  be  advertised  in  the  district? 
I  daresay  it  would,  but  it  is  a  district  where  you  do  not  get  much  opportunity  to  see  posters  or  anything 
of  that  kind. 

349.  So  far  as  you  know  there  has  been  no  general  expression  of  approval  of  the  proposed  scheme  on  the 
part  of  the  residents  of  the  district  which  would  be  affected  ?  I  believe  the  residents  would  take  any 
scheme  to  get  water. 

350.  But  the  citizens  have  not  held  any  meeting  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  proposed  water  supply  ? 
No,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  meeting.  Through  conversing  with  them  I  know  all  my  neighbours  are  in 
favour  of  it. 

351.  Chairman.]  You  know  that  the  water  scheme  was  a  burning  question  during  the  elections  ?  Yes. 

352.  You  know  also  that  statements  were  made  by  me  at  several  meetings  that  if  the  residents  got  (he 
water  supply  they  would  have  to  bear  the  cost  ?  Yes. 

353.  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  object  to  that  at  any  of  the  meetings?  No. 


Edward  Walter  Hyndman,  estate  agent,  Miranda,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

354.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  Sutherland  District?  Fifteen  years. 

355.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Shire  Council?  Yes. 

356.  You  were  President  of  the  Shire  Council  ?  Yes,  for  five  years. 

357.  At  one  time  you  kept  a  poultry  farm  at  Miranda?  Yes. 

358.  How  long  were  you  in  that  business  ?  Fourteen  and  a  half  years. 

359.  During  that  time  did  you  experience  difficulty  from  want  of  water  ?  Yes,  so  much  so  that  I  had  to 
reduce  my  stock  and  production. 

360.  Have  you  still  a  poultry  farm  ?  No,  I  got  rid  of  it  last  July. 

361.  What  are  you  now  ?  An  estate  agent  at  Miranda. 

362.  Why  did  you  give  up  poultry  farming  ?  "When  I  went  there  first  I  intended  to  grow  vegetables 

for  the  market,  fruit  trees,  and  poultry.  The  farm  was  to  be  a  combined  one.  After  carrying  on  for 
some  years  I  had  to  give  up  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  and  the  impossibility  of  getting  enough  water  for 
the  vegetables.  Of  course,  in  a  wet  season  I  could  get  a  good  crop  like  anybody  else,  but  then  vegetables 

were  so  cheap  that  they  were  not  worth  marketing.  In  very  dry  times  I  had  about  9,000  gallons  of  water 

stored.  I  have  employed  men  to  cart  water  from  Gorley  Creek  for  stock.  I  went  to  the  place  with  big 
intentions.  I  had  about  ninety  fowl  runs  on  the  place,  and  expended  over  £1,000  on  it,  but  for  want  of 
water  I  had  to  reduce  production  and  my  income. 

363.  Are  you  aware  that  in  connection  with  the  scheme  before  the  Committee,  estimated  to  cost  £140,000, 
the  interest  on  capital  cost,  working  charges,  and  administration  expenses  are  to  be  raised  by  a  charge  on 
the  unimproved  value  of  the  land  within  the  shire  ?  Yes. 

364.  Was  that  scheme  submitted  to  the  Council?  Yes. 

365.  Was  it  appi'oved  ?  Yes,  unanimously.  366. 
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366.  Have  you  been  a  member  of  any  of  the  public  organisations  in  the  Sutherland  Shire?  Yes,  I  think  I 
am  a  member  of  practically  every  organisation  in  the  shire.  I  did  belong  to  the  Progress  Association. 
I  am  President  of  the  Parents  and  Citizens’  Association,  I  am  Investigating  Officer  for  the  Repatriation 
Committee,  and  I  am  Chairman  of  the  Coastal  Farmers’  Co-operative  Society  in  the  city. 

367.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  there  has  been  in  the  district  a  general  discussion  regarding 
this  proposal  ?  Yes.  I  forgot  to  mention  the  Agricultural  Bureau.  There  were  several  discussions,  and 
at  practically  the  whole  of  them  the  people  were  in  favour  of  the  proposed  water  supply  scheme.  I  am 
also  a  member  of  the  Voluntary  Workers’ Association.  I  think  five  or  six  farms  have  been  allotted  to 
returned  soldiers  on  Government  land  in  the  district.  But  these  men  should  be  given  a  good  supply  of 
water.  To  make  a  success  of  poultry  farming  you  must  have  an  ample  water  supply. 

368.  Is  there  unanimity  in  the  district  with  regard  to  the  necessity  for  the  proposed  scheme  ?  Yes, 
without  question. 

369.  It  was  a  burning  question  at  election  time  ?  Without  question.  It  was  very  much  discussed. 

370.  There  were  few  people  who  were  not  aware  of  the  proposal?  It  would  be  hard  to  find  anyone. 

371.  Have  you  found  any  opposition  to  the  scheme?  No.  I  have  had  people  ask  me  questions  about  it, 
and  when  I  explained  it  they  were  perfectly  satisfied. 

372.  Mr.  Millard .]  Apart  from  the  scarcity  of  water  is  your  district  a  good  one  for  poultry -farming  ?  Yes, 
it  is  one  of  the  best  I  know. 

373.  The  water  difficulty  is  retarding  the  industry?  Yes. 

37  4.  With  a  good  water  supply  is  it  probable  that  a  number  of  people  would  go  in  for  poultry-farming  in 
your  district?  Yes.  I  am  in  business  as  an  estate  agent.  We  advertise  largely,  and  we  get  dozens  of 
people  out  every  week  looking  for  land.  The  6rst  question  they  ask  is  have  we  the  water  laid  on  in  the 
district.  I  am  satisfied  that  to  be  successful  at  poultry-farming  you  must  have  a  good  water  supply.  You 
must  be  able  to  grow  green  feed,  as  it  is  as  necessary  to  give  fowls  green  feed  as  human  beings.  If  they 
do  not  get  it  something  goes  wrong  with  them.  Some  green  feed  grown  at  certain  times  of  the  year  is 
almost  a  food  in  itself. 

375.  With  regard  to  the  soldiers’  settlement  which  has  been  referred  to,  how  many  blocks  have  been  set 
apart?  One  man  is  getting  5  acres.  Five  other  farms  have  been  subdivided.  I  understand  four  farms 
are  to  be  immediately  allotted.  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Lands  Department  to  subdivide  the 
whole  of  the  Government  land  for  returned  soldiers. 

376.  How  much  land  has  the  Government  there?  About  130  acres,  I  think.  Portion  of  it  is  very  rocky, 
but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  suitable  for  poultry  farms  and  orchards. 

377.  Do  you  believe  that  a  soldiers’  settlement  there  without  an  adequate  water  supply  must  become  a 

failure  ?  Absolutely. 

378.  Mr.  Johnston.]  Do  I  understand  there  are  130  acres  of  Crown  land  in  the  district; — where  is  it  ? 
East  and  west  of  the  lllawarra-road,  between  Sylvania  and  Sutherland. 

379.  How  far  from  the  proposed  pipe-line?  About  300  or  400  yards.  It  would  touch  one  corner. 

380.  Are  you  interested  in  any  land  company  holding  land  in  the  district?  No,  I  am  not  interested,  and 
I  know  of  no  company  there  except  the  Taren  Point  Company,  which  is  over  a  mile  from  the  pipe  line. 
With  respect  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  Company,  according  to  the  Act  no  man  is  allowed  to  hold 
more  than  15  acres.  There  may  be  men  holding  more,  but  I  do  not  know  of  them.  I  have  4  acres  of 
land  within  300  yards  of  the  pipe-line. 

381.  Is  the  water  from  the  Sanatorium  within  the  catchment  area?  No. 

382.  Mr.  Brookfield,]  How  is  the  general  run  of  land  which  will  benefit  from  the  proposed  water  supply 
scheme  held?  Most  of  the  land  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  has  been  subdivided.  There  are  very 
few  areas  over  8  acres  that  have  not  been  subdivided  and  sold. 

383.  There  is  a  big  floating  population  there?  To  Cronulla  there  is.  Not  to  Miranda. 

384.  Apart  from  Cronulla  there  is  a  permanent  population  in  the  district?  Yes,  and  at  Cronulla  too. 

385.  Do  the  permanent  residents  there  thoroughly  understand  the  scheme,  and  how  it  is  to  be  financed  ; — 
do  they  know  how  they  are  to  be  taxed  to  pay  for  administration  and  upkeep  ?  Yes,  they  are  delighted 
with  the  scheme. 

386.  How  did  you  come  to  that  conclusion  other  than  by  meeting  a  few  of  the  people?  I  meet  many 
people  there.  I  am  continually  around  the  district.  The  main  drawback  has  been  want  of  water.  The 
people  are  generally  agreed  that  once  they  get  water  they  will  be  able  to  do  better,  and  that  the  district 
will  go  ahead. 

387.  A  number  of  the  people  of  this  district  do  not  knock  about  much  ; — have  they  an  opportunity  of 
having  the  scheme  explained  to  them  ?  It  is  explained  from  one  to  another.  The  Sutherland  Council 
took  up  this  matter  years  ago,  and  themselves  got  a  survey  made.  But  being  in  the  metropolitan  area, 
and  not  coming  under  the  Country  Towns  Water  Supply  Act,  they  could  do  nothing. 

388.  I  gather  that  short  of  having  a  meeting  to  explain  the  scheme  you  believe  that  everybody  is  in  favour 
of  it  ?  Absolutely. 

389.  Mr.  Osborne.]  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  quite  a  number  of  applicants  for  blocks  who 
are  turned  away  because  of  want  of  water  ; — what  is  the  average  daily  demand  for  such  blocks  ?  I  could 
not  say.  Possibly  for  two  days  there  would  be  nobody,  but  repe  itedly  you  would  have  eight  to  ten  peojde 
in  a  week. 

390.  Have  you  many  blocks  open  for  sale  on  your  books  ?  No,  there  is  not  a  very  great  deal.  We  have 
to  do  a  lot  of  canvassing. 

391.  Have  you  an  idea  of  how  many  you  have  ?  No. 

392.  Have  the  people  there  land  which  they  want  to  hold  on  to  ?  Yes. 

393.  Even  those  who  are  non-residents  ?  Yes. 

394.  To  what  do  you  attiibute  the  desire  to  hold  on?  The  beauly  of  the  district  above  everything. 

395.  Do  you  find  many  people  there  who  have  bought  at  sub  livision  sales  and  held  on  for  speculative 
purposes  ?  Tiiat  may  be  possible. 

396.  Do  many  blocks  exchange  hands  during  the  year?  Very  few. 

397.  There  are  still  some  estates  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  which  can  bo  subdivided  ?  There  are 
areas  up  to  8  acres.  I  have  three  in  mind. 

398.  How  many  building  frontages  would  there  be?  Seven  thousand  feet.  The  whole  front  extends 

right  down  the  line.  399. 
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399.  Would  Mr.  Munro  be  incori’ect  in  saying  tliere  was  no  other  subdivision  land  on  the  line  between 
Sutherland  and  Cronulla?  I  have  8  acres  which  I  hold  in  one  block.  You  cannot  tell  what  is  in  the 
mind  of  the  man  who  bought  it.  At  the  present  time  I  have  one  or  two  blocks  in  mind  that  may  be 
subdivided. 

400.  Are  there  many  areas  of  that  size  ?  Not  many.  Four,  5,  and  6  acres  is  the  general  run  for  poultry 
farms. 

401.  Do  these  men  make  a  profitable  living  ?  Yes. 

402.  Where  was  your  8  acres  ?  Practically  3  miles  from  Sutherland. 

403.  On  the  main  line?  Yes. 

404.  Is  there  not  a  water  supply  at  Miranda  for  tramway  purposes  ?  Yes,  on  sufference.  I  should  say 
that  at  Miranda  there  are  not  fifteen  people  connected  with  the  pipe-line. 

405.  Are  they  in  a  better  position  than  the  others  ?  Three  are  poultry  farmers. 

406.  They  are  in  a  better  position  than  the  man  who  has  not  a  water  supply  ?  Yes,  unquestionably. 

407.  You  have  about  4  acres  ?  Yes. 

408.  What  do  you  do  with  it?  Nothing,  at  present.  If  I  am  lucky  I  will  build  a  home  on  it  and  live 
there  some  day. 

409.  Will  the  water  supply  increase  land  values  there  ?  Yes,  without  question. 

410.  You  know  of  no  large  company  or  combination  of  private  individuals  who  are  likely  to  reap  benefit 
from  the  scheme?  No  ;  the  only  one  I  know  is  the  Tareri  Point  Company,  and  that  is  within  a  mile  and 
a-half  of  the  pipe-line. 

411.  Who  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  construction  of  the  tram  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla?  Everybody. 

412.  Was  not  that  land  held  in  fairly  large  areas?  Eight  acres  is  about  the  largest  area.  The  land  out 
there  we  subdivided  into  8,  6,  5,  and  4-acre  blocks.  Some  have  since  been  subdivided  into  2  and  1-acre 
blocks. 

413.  Do  you  believe  the  only  people  who  will  be  benefited  by  this  water  supply  are  a  number  of  small 
owners  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  ?  Everybody  will  benefit.  All  the  householders  will  benefit, 
even  if  a  man  is  only  growing  strawberries. 

414.  What  is  your  experience  as  an  estate  agent  when  an  increased  rate  is  put  on  the  unimproved  value  of 
land  ; — does  it  not  lead  to  an  increase  in  rentals  of  houses  ?  It  depends  upon  the  tenant,  considering  that 
he  now  has  a  tribunal  to  appeal  to. 

415.  Is  not  that  your  general  experience  ?  Yes  ;  the  better  the  facilities  the  more  rent  you  would  ask. 

416.  Eventually  the  cost  of  this  water  supply  would  be  practically  borne  by  the  tenants  and  by  people 
who  do  not  reside  in  the  district?  If  it  is  a  floating  population  there  would  be  different  tenants  throughout 
the  year. 

417.  They  would  contribute  to  the  cost?  Possibly;  but  in  the  case  of  a  vacant  house  the  owner  himself 
would  have  to  contribute  it. 

418.  Mr.  Hickey .]  You  appear  to  be  making  a  feature  of  the  possibilities  of  poultry-farming  in  this  area  ; — 
do  you  think  poultry-farming  would  become  a  staple  industry  there  ?  Not  necessarily. 

419.  The  possibilities  of  poultry-farming  are  not  very  big,  because  I  think  we  are  pretty  well  served  in 
that  respect  now  ?  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  grumbling  about  the  price  of 
eggs,  and,  if  the  supply  were  bigger  than  the  demand,  the  consumer  would  reap  the  benefit. 

420.  Do  you  not  also  hear  grumbling  about  the  price  of  feed  ?  Yes.  It  would  take  me  hours  to  give  my 
views  on  that  question.  It  is  a  question  on  which  I  put  in  days  before  the  Commission  in  Sydney. 

421.  It  appears  to  me  that  too  much  has  been  made  out  of  the  possibilities  of  this  area  so  far  as  poultry¬ 
farming  is  concerned ; — surely  you  do  not  seriously  contend  that  that  is  a  reason  why  this  expenditure  of 
public  money  should  be  undertaken  ?  My  experience  has  been  that  high  land,  with  good  outlooks,  and 
close  to  the  tramline,  will  be  got  rid  of  by  poultry-farmers  if  they  receive  big  offers  for  it.  The  poultry- 
farmers  would  go  farther  back,  so  that  one  could  say  fhat  poultry-farming  was  going  to  be  a  staple  industry 
for  all  time.  As  the  peninsula  develops  the  poultry-farms  will  be  pushed  farther  back,  and  residences  will 
take  their  place. 

422.  Are  not  many  poultry-farms  which  are  reasonably  successful  being  carried  on  in  areas  where  they  are 
not  served  by  a  public  water  supply  ?  Yes  ;  a  good  many  may  be. 

423.  With  regard  to  that  8-acre  subdivision,  do  you  think  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  blocks  of 
approximately  that  size?  Yes,  I  know  of  two  or  three  which  are  being  run  as  farms  at  the  present  time. 

424.  Naturally,  with  a  water  supply  the  value  of  those  blocks  would  be  considerably  enhanced  in  value? 
Without  question. 

425.  Would  you  mind  saying  whether  4  acres  is  the  extent  of  your  personal  freehold  interest  quite 
apart  from  your  interest  as  an  estate  agent?  The  holding  which  will  benefit  by  the  water  supply"  at 
Miranda  has  an  area  of  4  acres.  I  have  32  feet  on  the  main  tramline  at  Cronulla.  I  have  on  Bull’s 
Estate,  which  is  a  mile  or  2  miles  from  the  tramline  a  50-foot  block,  and  at  Yowie  Bay  I  have  a  water 
frontage,  with  a  boatshed.  The  latter  is  leasehold.  I  do  not  think  the  water  will  come  down  to  Yowie 
Bay  for  many  years,  and  I  do  not  know  that  even  then  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  me  so  far  as  the  water 
frontage  is  concerned,  because  it  is  leasehold. 

426.  Mr.  Osborne .]  That  is  part  of  Matson’s  old  f state?  Yes,  it  is  opposite  Matson’s. 

427.  Mr.  Ilickey .]  You  admit  that  a  water  supply  such  as  that  proposed  will  be  advantageous  to  you  so  far 
as  the  type  of  business  in  which  you  are  interested  is  concerned  ?  Without  question.  My  greatest  regret 
is  that  I  do  not  hold  a  bigger  area. 


Charles  William  Heyde,  business  manager,  Croydon,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

428.  Chairman.]  Although  your  home  is  at  Croydon  I  understand  that  for  some  months  of  the  year  you 
live  at  Cronulla  ?  Yes. 

429.  How  long  have  you  been  living  periodically  at  Cronulla?  About  ten  years. 

430.  Are  you  associated  in  any7  way  with  Cronulla  apart  from  going  there  in  the  summer  season  ?  Yes,  I 
am  secretary  of  the  Cronulla  Progress  Association. 

431.  Do  you  own  any  land  at  Cronulla?  Yes,  I  own  an  allotment. 

432.  What  is  its  area  ?  Slightly  over  4  acres. 


433. 
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433.  Is  that  the  total  area  you  hold  at  Cronulla  1  Yes. 

434.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  scheme  before  this  Committee  for  the  construction  of  a  water  supply 
for  the  area  lying  along  the  tramway  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla  at  a  total  cost  of  £144,000,  and 
that  the  interest,  working  expenses,  and  administrative  charges  are,  if  the  scheme  is  carried  out,  to  be 
raised  by  levy  in  the  shape  of  a  tax  on  the  unimproved  value  of  lands  in  the  shire?  I  am  aware  of  that. 

435.  Are  the  members  of  your  Association  also  aware  of  it?  Yes,  we  discussed  the  matter  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Association  held  last  Saturday. 

436.  Was  the  meeting  largely  attended  ?  Yes,  a  very  fair  proportion  of  the  members  were  present. 

437.  Approximately,  how  many  of  the  members  were  present  ?  About  twenty. 

438.  Has  the  proposed  water  supply  been  a  subject  of  general  discussion  in  the  district?  It  has  been 
talked  of  for  some  time.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  came  up  a  month  previous,  and  I  was  authorised  by  the 
Progress  Association  to  write  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  supporting  the  scheme.  The  matter  was 
again  discussed  on  Saturday  last,  and  general  approval  was  expressed  that  it  was  coming  forward. 

439.  Do  you  go  about  a  good  deal  in  Cronulla?  Yes,  I  move  about  a  good  deal. 

440.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  general  unanimity  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  proposed  water  supply  ? 
Yes,  among  the  people  I  have  come  in  contact  with  there  is. 

441.  Have  you  heard  of  any  people  express  themselves  as  opposed  to  it?  No. 

442.  Are  you  prepared  to  bear  your  share  of  the  cost  ?  Yes. 

443.  Mr.  Johnston.]  Do  you  remember  a  petition  regarding  this  scheme  which  was  taken  round  about 
June,  1916  ?  Yes,  I  have  some  recollection  of  a  petition. 

444.  Do  you  know  who  initiated  that  petition?  No.  If  I  remember  rightly  I  had  a  list,  but  I  cannot 
remember  who  sent  it  in. 

445.  Did  you  sign  it  ?  Yes. 

446.  Who  brought  it  to  you  ?  I  do  not  remember ;  I  think  it  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Cronulla 
Progress  Association. 

447.  Are  there  any  considerable  areas  of  land  held  by  syndicates  in  the  district  which  would  be  benefited 
by  the  proposed  water  scheme?  I  do  not  know  of  any.  I  am  not  fully  conversant  with  the  exact  area 
the  scheme  will  serve,  but  I  know  that  around  Cronulla  there  are  no  large  areas. 

448.  I  presume  that  the  water  frontages  at  Yowie  Bay,  Lillipiili  Point,  and  other  places  along  the  fore¬ 
shores  of  Point  Hacking,  as  well  as  Taren  Point,  would  be  eventually  benefited  if  the  proposed  water 
supply  were  carried  out  ?  I  suppose  they  will. 

449.  Do  you  know  that  stretch  of  country  between  Miranda  and  Point  Hacking  ?  Yes. 

450.  Is  not  a  great  deal  of  it  held  by  Arthur  Rickard  and  (Jo.  ?  The  land  I  know  was  originally  owned 
by  Arthur  Rickard — the  St.  Mervyn  Estate,  which  had  been  cut  up. 

451.  But  not  yet  purchased  ?  A  large  amount  of  it  has  been  purchased. 

452.  Have  you  lately  been  across  the  country  down  Port  Hacking  road  towards  Lillipiili  Point  and 
Simpson’s  ?  I  was  there  about  twelve  months  ago. 

453.  At  that  time  were  not  roadways  cut  across  the  hills  and  marked  “  Commonwealth-avenue,” 
“  Australia-road,”  and  so  forth — land  which  was  subdivided  for  sale,  but  which  has  no  houses  on  it  ?  There 
are  a  number  of  blocks  there  which  have  no  houses  on  them. 

454.  I  am  speaking  of  the  country  further  out ; — is  it  not  a  rare  thing  to  find  an  allotment  there  with  a 
house  on  it  ?  There  are  certainly  a  number  of  allotments  without  houses  on  them.  There  are  a  number 
of  blocks  in  the  locality. 

455.  Roughly,  what  is  the  distance  from  the  tramway  at  Miranda  to  Yowie  Bay?  I  have  never  been  from 
the  tramway  to  Yowie  Bay. 

456.  So  you  cannot  say  whether  there  are  many  houses  on  that  area  ?  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

457.  Can  you  say  whether  the  bulk  of  the  land  from  the  main  Cronulla-road  to  Yowie  Bay  is  in  the  hands 
of  land  syndicates  ?  I  really  do  not  know. 

458.  Have  you  been  over  the  country  from  Port  Hacking  road  to  Lillipiili  Point  recently  ?  Yes,  I  was 
there  twelve  months  ago. 

459.  What  is  the  distance  from  Port  Hacking  road  to  Lillipiili  Point  road  ?  About  2  miles. 

460.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  after  you  go  down  Point  Hacking  road,  300  yards  from  the  trainway,  there  are 
no  houses  until  you  reach  Phillips’,  near  the  point?  Just  after  you  leave  the  tramway  there  are  a  few 
houses  fronting  the  road. 

461.  They  are  approximately  100  yards  from  the  tramway?  Yes. 

462.  And  there  are  none  from  there  until  you  get  to  within  300  yards  of  Lillipiili  Point  ?  I  cannot 
remember  any. 

463.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  land  there  is  in  the  hands  of  land  syndicates  ?  I  notice  that  a 
lot  of  ground  had  been  subdivided  on  the  left-hand  side. 

464.  And  upon  it  there  were  notice  boards  asking  inquirers  to  apply  to  certain  land  agents  ?  Yes. 

465.  Take  the  branch  from  Lillipilli-road  to  Port  Hacking,  does  not  the  same  thing  apply  there — are  there 
many  houses  before  you  get  to  Phillips’  store  ?  There  are  a  number  of  houses  on  the  water  front. 

466.  I  am  speaking  of  the  big  stretch  from  the  track  on  the  Lillipilli-road  to  Simpson’s  store — are  th  re 
more  than  four  houses  there  ?  I  cannot  say  ;  I  did  not  go  there. 

467.  Can  you  say  whether  there  are  sign-boards  notifying  that  the  land  is  for  sale,  and  telling  people  to 
inquire  of  such  and  such  an  agent  ?  Ido  not  know.  When  I  went  round  there  I  went  by  Port  Hacking. 
I  did  not  go  over  the  track  which  you  have  indicated.  I  know  Sutherland  and  the  Cronulla  peninsula  well, 
but  I  really  had  no  occasion  to  go  down  to  the  other  part. 

468.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  This  is^a  new  departure  in  the  way  of  finance  ;  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people 
know  they  will  have  to  pay  for  the  proposed  scheme?  The  people  I  am  associated  with  do.  They  have 
discussed  the  matter  very  fully. 

469.  You  say  that  the  members  of  the  Progress  Association  were  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  but  are  they  not 
a  very  small  number  compared  with  those  who  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  water 
supply — do  the  small  landlords  generally  understand  that  increased  taxation  must  follow  the  introduction 
of  this  scheme  ?  So  far  as  I  know,  they  do. 

470.  You  are  not  a  permanent  resident  of  Cronulla  ?  No  ;  I  have  a  permanent  house  there.  I  live  there 
four  months  of  the  year,  and  go  there  at  week-ends. 

471.  Generally  in  the  summer  months  ?  Yes. 
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472.  So  you  would  meet  the  lloating  population  raffier  than  the  permanent  residents  ?  No  ;  I 
have  had  a  house  at  Cronulla  for  a  number  of  }  ears,  and,  although  I  do  not  live  there  right  through  the 
year,  I  go  down  practically  every  week-end.  I  go  there  on  an  average  every  second  Saturday. 

473.  Would  you  meet  the  permanent  residents  as  well  as  the  floating  population  ?  Yes;  nearly  all  our 
members  are  permanent  residents. 

474.  You  could  not  say  definitely  that  the  general  population  thoroughly  understand  that  they  will  have 
to  p  ly  for  the  upkeep  of  this  water  supply  ?  I  can  only  speak  for  those  with  whom  1  c  me  in  contact. 

475.  You  only  speak  for  those  with  whom  you  particularly  associate  ?  Yes,  and  others  1  meet  in  the  train 
and  the  city.  I  should  say  that.,  generally  sp  aking,  the  people  know  that  they  will  have  to  pay  for.  the 
upkeep  of  the  water  supply  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  certain  knowledge,  I  cannot  say  that  they  are  aware  of  it. 

476.  Mr.  Osborne.]  What  is  your  business?  I  am  sales  manager  for  W.  14.  and  II.  O.  Wills. 

477.  What  use  do  you  make  of  the  4  acres  you  hold  at  Cronulla?  I  have  a  house  on  that  ana. 

478.  Do  you  use  the  wh  de  of  the  4  acres  ?  I  do. 

479.  Have  you  any  intention  of  subdividing  it  into  smaller  areas  ?  No.  I  may  say  I  take  an  interest  in 
the  water  scheme  from  the  general  standpoint,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  has  frequently  coine  before  our 
meetings.  We  have  written  to  the  Shire  Council  on  numerous  occasions  about  it. 

480.  Has  the  Health  Department  ever  adversely  reported  on  the  health  of  Cronulla  owing  to  the  want  of 
a  proper  sanitary  system  ?  There  have  been  a  number  of  complaints,  and  I  know  that  people  have  not  been 
able  to  go  into  houses  on  account  of  previous  tenants  not  leaving  any  water. 

481.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  during  certain  months  of  the  year  you  cannot  get  a  cottage  at  Cronulla  for  love 
or  money  ?  During  the  Christmas  season  that  is  so;  hut  three  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  serious 
drought,  a  number  of  houses  were  empty  because  they  had  no  water.  I  know  that  in  two  of  my  tanks 
frogs  died  because  there  was  no  water,  and  we  were  limited  to  one  tank  on  the  othef  side  of  the  house. 

482.  You  depend  on  the  rainfall  for  your  water  supply?  Yes. 

483.  If  there  is  no  water  what  do  you  do?  We  do  not  go  there. 

484.  You  are  in  the  f  jrt-unate  position  of  being  able  to  stay  away  ?  Yes. 

485.  Is  there  much  vacant  land  in  the  township  of  Cronulla?  No,  it  is  practically  all  sold.  My  block  and 
the  one  adjacent  are  the  only  ones  of  any  size  left. 

486.  The  others  have  been  subdivided  for  building  purposes  ?  Yes,  right  up  to  my  land. 

487.  You  do  not  know  of  any  large  areas  along  there  which  are  held  for  speculative  purpo.es  ?  I  have  not 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  any. 

488.  You  would  be  familiar  with  them  if  there  were  any?  Yes. 

489.  Did  you  purchase  your  place  at  Cronulla  ?  Yes. 

490.  What  did  you  piy  for  it  ?  I  paid  about  £250  for  the  4  acres.  I  got  it  at  an  exceptionally  low  price 
from  the  Bankruptcy  Court  through  a  solicitor. 

491.  It  was  private  property  when  you  bought  it?  Yes,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Assignee,  and 
I  made  an  offer  through  a  solicitor  which  was  accepted. 

492.  What  does  the  Shire  Council  value  your  land  at  now  ?  £1,000,  I  think. 

493.  Has  not  the  great  increase  in  population  taken  place  since  the  construction  of  the  tramway  ?  Yes, 
I  should  say  almost  entirely.  I  might  mention  that  I  have  a  cottage  worth  about  £600  on  my  4 -acre 
block. 

494.  Mr.  Hickey.]  What  are  you  doing  with  your  4  acres?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  my  hobby  to 
potter  about  it,  cutting  down  trees  and  grassing  it.  I  originally  went  to  Cronulla  for  the  sake  of  my 
health.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  opposed  the  construction  of  the  tramway  to  Cronulla  because  I  wanted  to 
preserve  the  natural  beauty  of  the  place. 

495.  That  is  something  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  but  I  suppose  you  hold  a  different  opinion  now.  If  your 
4  acres  were  enhanced  in  value  as  the  result  of  the  construction  of  the  proposed  water  supply  the  muni¬ 
cipal  taxes  on  the  unimproved  value  would  squeeze  you  out,  and  as  a  good  business  man  you  would  prefer 
not  to  pay  those  taxes  ?  I  can  honestly  say  that  1  take  a  broad-minded  view  of  the  matter.  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  pay  the  additional  amount.  A  good  ded  of  my  time  is  taken  up  by  the  Progress  Association.  I 
thought  that  some  interest  should  be  taken  in  matters  of  that  kind,  because  Cronulla  was  becoming  a 
dead  end,  and  was  in  danger  of  becoming  undesirable.  I  am  prepared  to  pay  for  my  personal  convenience 
as  well  as  that  of  others. 

496.  And  retain  the  whole  of  your  4  acres?  Yes,  for  the  present. 

497.  You  certainly  would  be  induced  to  cut  up  that  4-acre  block  ?  I  can  quite  foivsee  the  possibility 
that  some  day  I  will  have  to  do  so,  but  at  present  I  have  no  intention  of  cutting  it  up.  Ultimately  when 
the  place  becomes  so  thickly  settled  that  I  can  no  longf r  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  certain  amount  of  privacy 
I  certainly  will  think  of  cutting  up  my  land.  If  the  war  taxation  affects  me  I  may  have  to  do  so. 

498.  Do  you  know  any  other  comparatively  large  landholders  like  yourself  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
your  property?  I  know  of  only  one, — Mr.  Thorne,  who  is  a  neighbour  of  mine. 

499.  How  many  acres  does  he  own?  Close  to  me  he  owns  about  7  acres  in  different  blocks. 

500.  Is  he  a  gentleman  of  comparative  leisure  ?  Yis,  he  has  been  permanently  residing  there  for  about 
fifteen  years. 

501.  "What  does  he  use  his  7  acres  for?  Like  myself,  he  potters  about  his  property. 

502.  Are  there  no  other  fairly  large  landholders  near  you  ?  No. 

503.  At r.  Johnston. J  Has  Mr.  Thorne  more  land  than  the  7  acres  adjoining  you?  I  do  not  know  what 

he  has  got  beyond  that. 

501.  Mr.  IHckey.]  Have  you  any  land  in  addition  to  those  4  acres?  No.  They  are  situated  on  the 

water  front  right  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  peninsula  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  walk  from  the  tram. 

505.  Other  members  of  the  Committee  have  questioned  you  about  considerable  ai\  as  of  lands  in  the  hands 

of  such  people  as  Rickard  and  Horning,  but  you  cannot  speak  of  those  properties  ?  1  can  only  say  that  all 

the  property  which  I  knew  to  be  owned  by  Rickard  has  been  cut  up.  I  know  that  he  did  own  a  lot  of 
land  there,  but  so  far  as  I  know  it  has  been  cut  up. 

506.  But  after  subdivision  tho.-e  firms  may  still  be  factors  in  the  further  disposal  of  the  land  ?  They  may 
have  numbers  of  blocks  on  their  hands. 

507.  Mr,  Millard.]  Is  it  not  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Progress  Association  to  keenly  watch  the  interests 

of  the  district  ?  Yres.  508. 
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508.  So  that  any  expression  of  opinion  by  the  members  of  the  Progress  Association  could  be  taken  as  coming 
from  representative  men  selected  to  serve  on  that  body?  Yes. 

509.  Mr.  Johnston .]  Do  you  know  whether  any  members  of  the  Progress  Association  are  holding  land  for 
speculative  purposes  ?  I  can  say  that  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Thorne  they  are  small  holders  ;  most  of 
them  own  one  block. 

510.  Mr.  Weaver, ]  You  are  not  holding  on  to  your  land  for  speculative  purposes?  No. 

511.  Mr.  Brookfield .J  Are  the  members  of  the  Progress  Association  residents  of  Cronulla  ?  They  are  men 
■who  invariably  go  there  for  the  week-end.  Several  of  them  go  up  during  the  week. 

512.  So  that  they  could  not  be  said  to  represent  the  people  living  on  the  tramline  between  Sutherland  and 
Cronulla  ?  No  ;  they  are  all  residents  of  Cronulla. 

513.  They  do  not  represent  the  people  on  the  tramway  between  Sutherland  and  Cronulla?  No. 

514.  Mr.  Weaver .]  It  is  a  question  of  general  conversation?  Yes.  This  year,  which  has  been  a  wet  one, 
the  water  supply  question  was  not  so  acute,  but  in  an  ordinary  season  it  is  discussed  throughout  the 
district. 


THURSDAY ,  28  FEBRUARY ,  1918. 

(The  Committee  met  at  5  p.m.) 

$rmnt : — 

Mr.  W.  MILLARD,  Mr.  JOHNSTON, 

Mr.  WEAVER,  Mr.  SIMON  HICKEY. 

T.  .J  LEY,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

John  Moore  Smail,  M.I.C.E.,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

515.  Chairman.]  What  position  do  you  hold,  Mr.  Smail?  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage 

Board. 

516.  I  am  going  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  report  that  was  put  in  evidence  yesterday  by  Mr.  de  Burgh,  of 

the  Public  Works  Department.  After  glancing  through  that  I  want  you  to  tell  the  Committee  whether 
the  scheme  was  put  before  you  previously,  and,  if  so,  whether  you  have  approved  of  it  on  behalf  of  the 

Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage?  Yes,  I  have  read  through  this  before,  and  I  think  there  is  a  letter 

■relating  to  it  from  my  Department  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  signed  by  our  Secretary.  I  reported 
on  the  matter,  and  I  entirely  concur  with  it.  What  I  mentioned  in  my  report  was  that  I  quite  agreed 
with  the  general  principles,  but  in  carrying  the  scheme  out  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  alterations  in 
matters  of  detail. 

517.  Would  this  scheme  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  larger  scheme  designed  by  Mi1. 
Keele  some  years  ago,  if  was  considered  desirable  to  proceed  with  that?  No,  this  would  not  interfere  with 
it  at  all. 

518.  Of  course,  it  all  depends  upon  what  service  the  large  dam  would  be  put  to  ?  The  big  dam  is  to  be  at 
the  junction  of  the  AVoronora  River  and  the  Woronora  Rivulet.  This  proposed  scheme  is  a  small  scheme, 
sufficient  for  Heathcote,  Sutherland,  and  Cronulla.  The  fact  is  that  we  have  been  coquetting  with  this 
Cronulla  scheme  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  The  idea  was  a  tentative  arrangement  from  Penshurst,  by  a 
submarine  pipe,  but  that  was  only  to  supply  Cronulla.  The  elevation  from  Penshurst  would  not  reach 
Sutherland.  However,  we  could  not  get  anybody  to  guarantee  the  deficiencies,  and  when  at  a  later  date  this 
might  have  been  done  we  had  no  money  to  go  on  with  it.  I  used  to  put  each  year  so  much  on  the  estimates 
for  what  was  called  the  Cronulla  water  supply,  but  as  the  funds  were  cut  short  I  had  to  cut  this  out, 
because  I  am  more  concerned  with  the  water  supply  of  the  metropolitan  area. 

519.  Do  you  think  that  the  scheme  submitted  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Sutherland  Shire  is  as  good 
as  can  be  devised  under  the  present  circumstances?  Yes,  I  think  so.  I  quite  concur  with  this.  T  went 
through  it  with  Mr.  de  Burgh  before  the  thing  was  gone  into.  I  should  like  to  say  this  :  Supposing  that 
in  the  future  the  AVoronora  supply  is  used  for  the  service  of  the  area  from  the  metropolis  down  to  the 
southern  townships.  Those  southern  townships  at  present  are  supplied  from  two  pot-holes  at  the  head  of 
the  Cordeaux  River.  If  we  had  not  had  rain  two  years  ago  they  would  have  been  in  a  very  serious 
position  there,  because  there  is  not  a  sufficient  watershed.  My  idea  is  that  the  large  dam  should  be  utilised 
for  the  whole  of  the  southern  coast  towns  down  to  Dapto.  I  am  assuming  now  that  this  is  carried  out. 
There  is  a  pumping  station,  and  then  there  is  a  balance  or  service  reservoir,  and  from  that  it  gravitates 
through  Sutherland  right  away  to  Cronulla,  taking  in  all  the  little  bays  where  the  place  is  developing  to  the 
south  and  to  the  north.  At  any  time  when  the  larger  scheme  maybe  gone  on  with,  that  could  join  up  with 
the  Cronulla  and  Sutherland  scheme,  and  all  that  would  be  put  out  of  action  would  be  just  the  rising  main, 
the  dam,  and  the  engine.  You  can  always  sell  an  engine  of  that  description,  and  it  will  be  particularly 
easy  after  the  war,  so  that  there  will  be  very  little  waste. 

520.  Mr.  Ilickey.]  You  mean  that  this  scheme  could  be  used  in  supplementation  of  the  bigger  scheme  ? 
Yes.  It  could  be  worked  up  to  that.  I  have  gone  into  the  matter  with  Mr.  de  Burgh. 

521.  Chairman.]  And  you  and  Mr.  de  Burgh  were  agreed  upon  it?  Perfectly.  AVe  had  no  money,  and 
the  Government  had  no  money,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  somebody  has  found  the  money  for  it,  because 
I  like  Cronulla  very  much  myself. 

522.  Mr.  Millard.]  Mr.  Smail  has  made  the  position  \  ery  clear.  (To  the  witness ) :  You  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  in  your  official  capacity  that  you  approve  of  this  scheme?  I  will  put  it  this  way  :  If 
I  was  dealing  with  the  Board  I  would  say, f<  Carry7  out  that  scheme.”  I  cannot  say  anything  further  than 
that. 

523.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  calculation  of  the  estimated  cost  ?  Nothing 
at  all.  I  am  talking  about  the  general  scheme  ?  If  there  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  sent — I  think  I  could 
send  you  a  copy7  of  my7  letter. 

524.  Chairman.]  That  letter  was  put  in  last  night  ?  The  letter  concurring  with  the  general  scheme  ? 

525.  Yes  ?  Of  course,  we  are  not  holding  ourselves  responsible  for  the  details.  526. 
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526.  Mr.  Millard .]  If  it  is  afterwards  decided  to  carry  out  the  greater  scheme,  this  work  would 
prove  a  white  elephant,  or  be  wasted  ?  No,  for  the  elevation  would  be  greater.  I  understand 


not 

the 


suggest 


that  you  call  this  not  the 


proposal  is  to  hand  this  over  to  the  Board. 

527.  Chairman .]  Yes,  that  is  so  ?  After  reading  the  Bill  I  would 
Woronora  scheme,  but  the  Sutherland  scheme. 

528.  It  is  called  the  Sutherland  Water  Supply  Scheme,  though  it  has  been  referred  to  in  the  Press  as  the 
Woronora  scheme. 

529.  Mr.  Hickey .]  On  what  ground  does  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  generally  object  to  taking  over 
schemes  of  this  character?  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  ground  at  all.  We  have  simply  got  to  take 
it  as  it  is  handed  over,  and  if  there  is  anything  we  find  that  wants  altering,  we  alter  it. 

530.  I  have  seen  instances  at  times  in  which  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  does  not  recommend  the 
carrying  out  of  works  of  this  character,  or  of  a  sewerage  scheme,  or  of  a  drainage  scheme.  What  are 
usually  the  objections  of  the  Board  towards  carrying  out  or  taking  over  such  work  ?  You  have  got  to 
look  at  it  in  several  ways.  There  has  always  been  a  bit  of  a  dispute  between  the  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  as  to  the  line  of  demarcation  ;  as  to  who  should  carry  out  the 
work — the  Board  or  the  Minister.  That  has  always  been  the  source  of  trouble.  But  the  Minister  has  lately 
referred  matters  to  the  Board,  and  if  we  find  when  a  scheme  has  been  put  forward  that  it  is  more  for 
political  purposes  than  for  economic  purposes,  and  we  do  not  think  that  it  will  pay  for,  what  I  might  call 
“  a  generation  of  cats,” — if  I  may  use  such  a  term — we  oppose  it  until  such  time  as  the  place  has  developed 
sufficiently  to  give  a  revenue  that  will  show  a  return  which  will  not  leave  a  burden  on  the  general 
rate.  We  consider  that,  as  we  have  to  find  the  interest  and  the  cost  of  working  and  maintenance,  we 
should  be  the  constructing  authority.  That  is  sound  business.  The  man  who  has  to  maintain  the  work 
should  construct  it.  That  is  our  principle.  In  a  case  of  a  storm-water  drain,  for  instance,  it  does  not 
matter  to  us  whether  the  Government  carry  out  a  storm-water  drain  so  long  as  they  do  not  add  it  to  our 
capital  account.  But  last  year,  or  the  year  before,  the  Government  passed  an  Act,  and  passed  £300,000  of 
these  works  on  to  us.  We  had  to  strike  a  drainage  rate.  This  can  only  be  imposed  up  to  3  per  cent.,  and 
does  not  pay  more  than  half  the  expenses,  so  that  the  rest  has  to  go  on  to  the  general  sewerage  rate.  So 
now,  if  any  application  is  made  to  the  Minister  for  a  storm- water  duct,  he  refers  it  to  us.  We  do  not 
want  to  load  our  capital  debt  unless  there  is  a  good  reason.  Most  of  these  things  are  purely  municipal 
matters.  They  carry  no  sewage,  but  simply  the  drainage  of  the  roads  and  streets. 

531.  But  the  distinction  in  these  instances,  I  think,  is  that,  whereas,  under  the  drainage  scheme,  you  are 
limited  to  3  per  cent,  in  your  taxes,  you  are  under  no  such  limitation  in  regard  to  water  supply  ?  This 
Bill,  I  think,  gives  us  power  to  impose  a  differential  rate— a  rate  which  will  return  the  interest  on  the 
money  and  working  expenses. 

532.  In  a  scheme  like  this,  then,  I  take  it  your  Board  would  not  be  very  anxious  about  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  it,  provided  they  felt  it  was  handed  over  to  them  by  the  Works  Department  under  such 
conditions  that  you  could  levy  sufficient  rates  for  maintenance  ?  Yes. 

533.  Your  opposition  to  the  scheme  would  be  disarmed  ?  We  are  not  opposing  it. 

534.  Supposing  that  someone  increased  your  capital  account  by  £100,000,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  you 
a  field  whereby  you  could  raise  the  interest  on  it ;  I  do  not  suppose  the  Board  would  find  very  much 
fault  then  either  with  this  scheme  or  with  anything  else?  No,  so  long  as  we  had  power  to  raise  a 
differential  rate  for  a  scheme  like  this  that  stands  on  its  own  basis.  This  scheme  stands  by  itself.  It  does 
not  come  within  the  scope  of  municipal  matters  at  all. 

535.  Your  Department  would  look  at  it  from  a  standpoint  of  the  means  it  offered  for  paying  for  its  carrying 
out?  Yes. 

536.  With  regard  to  that  main  pipe-line  ;  would  that  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  the  added  services  that 
would  be  represented  in  the  extension  of  the  scheme  for  the  big  Wonorora  dam  ?  That  is  only  just 
connecting  up  one  service  with  the  other.  I  take  it  that  the  Department  has  the  foresight  to  make  the 
mains  from  Sutherland  to  Cronulla  of  sufficient  diameter  to  be  of  service  for  the  next  twenty  or  thirty  years. 
I  have  not  read  this  report  through,  but  we  generally  look  forward  to  these  matters  for  twenty  or  thirty 
years. 

537.  Is  that  the  life  of  a  pipe  ?  I  am  alluding  to  the  provision  for  expansion. 

538.  The  life  of  a  pipe  is  a  matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration  too,  is  it  not  ?  The  life  of  a  pipe  may  be 
put  at  about  sixty  years.  We  look  to  sixty  years  from  a  cast-iron  pipe,  and  these  pipes  must  be  cast-iron 
to  stand  the  pressure. 


539.  There  was  a  time,  some  years  ago,  when  it  was  alleged  that  a  steel  pipe  was  capable  of  standing  the 
pressure  for  the  main  pipe-line?  A  steel  pipe  will  carry  a  higher  pressure  than  a  cast-iron  pipe,  but  the 
steel  pipe  has  no  life  with  Sydney  water.  The  Sydney  water  corrodes  it  too  quickly.  The  steel  pipe  will 
not  stand  the  water,  and  you  cannot  get  wrought-iron  now. 

540.  What  would  be  the  thickness — a  ^-inch  ?  About  in. 

541.  So  that  literally  the  cast-iron  pipe  is  the  best?  Yes,  I  certainly  would  put  down  a  cast-iron  pipe, 
assuming  that  I  was  carrying  out  the  work. 

542.  The  question  I  am  going  to  ask  now  does  not  quite  connect  with  the  subject,  but  much  has  been  said 
about  wood  pipes,  so  far  at  least  as  water  supply  is  concerned  ;  have  you  had  any  experience  with  the 
wood  pipe?  Yes,  I  have  laid  30  or  40  miles  of  wood  pipes  in  all  sizes,  from  24  in.  down  to  4  in. 

543.  Would  they  cost  less  than  cast-iron  pipes  ?  Yes,  not  much  less  in  the  larger  sizes,  but  where  you  gain 
is  in  the  carriage  and  in  the  jointing.  Any  intelligent  man  can  make  joints  with  the  stave  pipe,  whereas 
you  must  have  a  trained  man  to  join  cast-iron  pipes. 

544.  The  difference  is  in  the  fact  that  the  water  helps  the  joint  by  swelling  the  timber?  You  have  what 
is  called  a  dovetailed  joint.  You  lay  one  pipe,  and  you  put  another  into  it  with  what  is  called  a  dolly. 
The  water  swells  that  up.  In  the  first  estimate,  which  was  prepared  by  the  Board  for  a  water  supply  for 
Cronulla,  I  intended  to  use  stave  pipes,  but  the  extra  pressure  from  Sutherland  under  this  scheme  would 
be  such  that  stave  pipes  would  not  stand  the  pressure. 

545.  So  you  had  to  discard  the  idea  of  stave  pipes  ?  Yes,  the  stave  pipes  and  the  steel  pipes  had  to  be 

discarded,  and  we  come  back  to  the  cast-iron.  The  steel  pipe  is  not  discarded  because  it  will  not  stand  the 
pressure,  but  because  its  life  is  so  short.  It  corrodes  very  quickly  and  becomes  pitted.  We  have  had 
considerable  experience  of  steel  pipes.  546, 
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546.  Since  the  new  Act  has  been  passed  giving  the  Board  power  to  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value, 
I  presume  that  the  Board  generally  takes  advantage  of  that?  We  do  not  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital 
value,  but  on  the  rental  value. 

547.  Chairman  ]  I  do  not  think  that  Bill  has  gone  through  yet. 

548.  Mr.  Hickey.]  This  Bill  will  provide  for  it  when  it  has  been  passed. 

549.  Chairman.]  Yes.  I  intend  to  propose  certain  amendments  to  make  it  more  clear. 

550.  Witness.]  All  our  rating  at  present  is  on  the  rental  value. 

551.  Mr.  Hickey.]  I  probably  confused  it  with  a  measure  that  was  passed  dealing  with  the  city  corporation. 
That  Act  was  passed,  I  think,  about  a  year  ago?  Yes,  they  have  to  make  three  rates,  and  they  have  to 
make  an  assessment  for  us  for  rating  purposes. 

552.  Chairman.]  You  said  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Board  if  they  considered  that  a  water  scheme  was 
proposed  for  political  reasons,  to  turn  it  down  ; — but  you  take  a  different  view  of  it  if  it  were  for  an 
economic  purpose  ; — I  want  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  you  regard  this  as  an  economic  scheme  or 
as  a  political  scheme  ?  You  do  not  want  me  to  answer  that  ? 

553.  Mr.  Hickey.]  I  would  like  to  remind  the  witness  that  he  has  said  that  the  principal  concern  of  his 
Department  is  to  have  something  which  it  can  raise  interest  upon.  I  assume,  from  the  fact  that  you 
approve  this  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  that  whatever  consideration  there  may  be,  unknown  to  you,  it  is  at 
least  an  economic  scheme  ?  Yes,  considering  we  have  the  power  to  impose  differential  rating.  I  take  it 
that  we  could  rate  more  highly  if  necessary  than  in  the  metropolis. 

554.  Mr.  Weaver.]  It  is  suggested  that  the  only  interest  the  Board  takes  in  the  matter  is  in  the  fact  that 
it  can  collect  revenue  so  as  to  handle  the  thing  satisfactorily.  If  you  had  complete  responsibility,  do  you 
see  anything  in  this  scheme  that  would  cause  you  to  hesitate  about  constructing  it?  No.  If  the  Board 
takes  it  over,  and  we  find  that  we  have  to  rectify  mistakes — I  say  if— if,  for  instance,  we  find  that  the 
pumps  are  not  suitable,  we  take  them  out  and  put  something  else  in,  and  in  that  case  somebody  has  to 
carry  the  baby.  Whoever  is  concerned  with  this  scheme  has  to  be  prepared  for  that.  I  do  not  say  it  will 
occur,  but  these  things  often  have  occurred. 

555.  To  the  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  a  position  to  state  definitely  whether  these  persons  who  are  advancing 
the  money  are  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  any  land  in  the  Sutherland  area  ? 

556.  Chairman.]  No,  they  are  not. 

557.  Mr.  Weaver.]  You  can  state  that  definitely? 

558.  Chairman.]  Yes. 

559.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Who  are  these  people? 

560.  Chairman.]  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  disclose  their  names  at  the  present  time. 

561.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  are  Victorians? 

562.  Chairman.]  Yes. 

563.  Mr.  Hickey.]  All  Victorians  ? 

564.  Chairman.]  It  is  a  Victorian  institution. 

565.  Mr.  Hickey.]  With  New  South  Wales  capital  ? 

566.  Chairman.]  Not  with  New  South  Wales  capital.  I  want  to  make  this  clear  to  the  Committee.  If  I 
can  find  in  New  South  Wales  by  the  time  we  want  to  get  the  money,  the  necessary  capital  at  a  lower  rate 
than  this  institution  proposes  to  charge,  I  shall  get  it.  But  this  institution  which  is  now  proposing  to 
find  the  money  is  a  Victorian  institution.  It  has  a  branch  in  New  South  Wales,  but  the  capital  is  wholly 
from  Victoria.  The  New  South  Wales  branch  has  no  money  to  advance.  Neither  the  New  South  Wales 
branch  nor  the  Head  Office  have  any  interest  whatever  in  any  land  in  New  South  Wales,  outside  the 
property  on  which  their  building  stands,  and  an  interest  in  certain  freehold  mortgages. 

567.  Mr.  Hickey.]  And  there  is  no  one  being  advantaged  by  this  proposed  scheme  who  is  an  investor  in  this 
Company  ? 

568.  Chairman.]  Absolutely  none. 


Edgar  William  Toms,  baker  and  pastrycook,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

569.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  reside  ?  Railway-parade,  Sutherland. 

570.  Do  you  carry  on  business  there  ?  Yes. 

571.  How  long  have  you  been  established  there  ?  Just  on  eight  years. 

572.  Have  you  carried  on  a  similar  class  of  business  in  any  other  part  of  the  shire  at  any  time?  Just 
opposite  the  station  for  a  while — Sutherland  Station. 

573.  Have  you  been  hampered  in  carrying  on  business  for  want  of  water?  I  have  got  to  keep  a  horse  and 
cart  to  carry  water.  I  generally  have  to  cart  water  for  six  months  out  of  the  year. 

574.  Are  you  awTare  that  this  Select  Committee  is  considering  a  proposal  for  providing  a  permanent  supply 
of  water  to  Sutherland  Shire,  to  cost,  approximately,  <£i 40,000,  and  that  the  interest  charges  and 
administration  expenses  are  to  be  raised  by  a  rate  levied  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  on  all  the  land 
in  the  shire  ?  Yes. 

575.  Do  you  own  the  property  on  which  you  carry  on  business?  Yes. 

576.  As  owner  of  that  property,  are  you  prepared  to  bear  the  rate  referred  to?  Yes. 

577.  Have  you  any  other  land  in  the  shire  ?  No,  this  is  the  only  land  I  have. 

578.  Are  you  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  other  land  in  the  shire?  No  other  land  at  all. 

579.  Do  you  expect  the  value  of  land  to  increase  as  the  result  of  this  work  being  carried  out,  assuming 

that  it  is  carried  out  ?  I  suppose  it  would. 

580.  I  suppose  you  do  no6  know  of  any  public  work  of  this  kind  ever  being  carried  out  that  did  not  improve 
the  value  of  the  land?  No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

581.  You  get  about  a  good  deal,  do  you  not?  Yes,  I  serve  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  people  of  Sutherland. 

582.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  of  them  about  this?  Yes.  People  have  been  removing  from 
the  district  on  account  of  want  of  water. 

583.  Have  you  talked  to  any  of  them  about  it?  Yes,  a  number  of  them,  and  they  are  mostly  in  favour  of 
it ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  who  do  not  favour  it. 

584.  Mr.  Weaver].  You  have  discussed  it  freely  ?  Yes,  with  most  of  my  customers,  585. 
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585.  And  you  did  not  hear  any  objection  to  it  at  all?  None  at  all.  I  may  say  that  I  have  to  cart  water 
from  National  Park  myself— a  distance  of  something  like  3  miles. 

586.  Mr.  Johnston.]  What  provision  have  you  made  for  the  storage  cf  water]  I  have  three  tanks. 

587.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Underground  tanks  ?  No,  tanks  above  ground. 

588.  Mr.  Johnston.]  What  is  your  consumption  of  water  per  day?  1,000  gallons  will  last  me  about  three 
months. 


William  Richard  Ainsworth,  sworn,  and  examined 

589.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  Ainsworth?  At  No.  4  Norton-streefc,  Leichhardt. 

590.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council?  Yes. 

591.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire?  Yes. 

592.  Where  is  the  land  situated  ?  At  Heathcote.  I  also  have  a  block  in  Sutherland — a  small  block  of 
110  feet,  and  a  small  block  of  80  feet  at  Cronulla,  with  my  cottage  on  io. 

593.  Do  you  often  visit  Heathcote  ?  Yes,  regularly  at  least  once  a  week,  and  I  stay  there  two  or  three 
days  at  a  time. 

594.  Have  you  any  place  of  residence  there  ?  Yes,  fully  furnished ;  and  my  family  reside  there 
frequently. 

595.  Have  you  heard  about  the  scheme  to  supply  Sutherland  Shire  with  water,  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
£140,000,  and  that  the  interest  on  that  capital  cost  and  the  working  expenses  and  administration  charges 
are  to  be  raised  by  levying  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  land  in  the  shire  ?  Yes. 

596.  As  a  property-owner,  are  yTou  prepared  to  pay  that  charge  ?  Yes. 

597.  Do  you  get  about  amongst  the  people  in  the  shire  very  much?  Very  much. 

598.  Have  you  discussed  the  scheme  with  anyone  in  the  shire?  Yes,  with  many. 

599.  What  do  you  find— are  they  in  favour  of  it,  or  are  they  against  it  ?  They  are  all  in  favour  of  it. 

600.  If  this  scheme  is  carried  out,  will  it,  in  your  opinion,  increase  the  value  of  the  land  in  the  shire? 
Yes,  it  will. 

601.  In  your  experience  have  you  ever  known  a  work  of  this  character  that  has  been  carried  out  that  has 
not  had  the  effect  of  improving  the  value  of  land  ?  No. 

602.  Do  you  consider  it  a  fair  thing  that  out  of,  shall  we  say,  the  unearned  increment  arising  from  the 
public  expenditure  on  works  of  this  character,  the  owners  of  land  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  work  ?  The 
interest  on  the  cost  and  administration  expenses,  yes. 

603.  The  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  work  and  of  maintenance,  including  the  cost  of  renewals - - 

604.  Mr.  Hickey.]  It  would  all  be  covered.  They  fix  a  tax  which  enables  them  to  maintain  it. 

605.  Chairman.]  (To  witness.)  Have  you  heard  anybody  objecting  to  the  scheme  at  all  ?  No. 

606.  Did  the  Council  take  it  into  consideration  ?  Yes. 

607.  Did  they  approve  it  or  disapprove?  They  unanimously  approved  it. 

608.  Mr.  Johnston.  |  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  engineering  ?  No. 

609.  You  said  that  this  would  increase  the  value  of  the  land ; — what  do  you  mean  by  that — the  land  at 
Cronulla  ?  Land  in  any  portion  where  reticulation  is  carried  out. 

610.  And  that,  I  suppose,  would  be  from  Heathcote  over  the  whole  area  to  Cronulla?  Yes,  it  would  start 
from  Heathcote,  or  rather  from  a  .suburb  called  Engadine. 

611.  Chairman. ]  I  think  we  had  better  call  it  Heathcote,  because,  except  with  local  people,  it  will  be 
better  understood. 

612.  Mr.  Johnston.]  There  have  been  some  Crown  subdivisions  there,  have  there  not?  Yes.  The  Crown 
subdivided  land  there  in  1910.  This  plan  shows  the  blocks,  which  varied  in  area  from  an  acre  up  to  about 
7  acres.  It  has  all  been  sold  to  different  people. 

613.  Outside  the  Crown,  are  there  any  other  landowners  there?  The  Crown  his  sold  it.  The  land  was 
submitted  in  1910,  at  public  auction. 

614.  There  was  a  petition  taken  up  in  1916  ;  do  you  remember  that  ;  it  was  in  connection  with  this 
matter  ?  No,  I  do  not  remember  that.  I  have  another  plan  here  of  land  which  was  sold  in  18S6,  adjacent 
to  this  land  which  was  sold  in  1910.  That  was  all  cut  into  small  blocks. 

615.  Whom  was  that  land  in  1886  sold  to  ?  Different  owners. 

616.  In  what  areas?  From  1  acre  to  6|-acre  blocks. 

617.  Was  it  cutup  by  the  Crown  ?  Yes. 

618.  Who  were  the  factors  in  that  case — Richardson  and  Wrench  1  No,  I  think  Mr.  Fred  Want  was  the 
auctioneer. 

619.  Mr.  Hickey.]  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Ainsworth?  I  have  been  an  estate  agent  for  thirty 
years. 

620.  Your  place  of  business  is  at  Leichhardt  ?  Yes. 

621.  You  have  not  a  business  in  the  area  which  we  are  dealing  with  now?  No. 

622.  You  are  there  as  a  holiday-maker  and  week-ender  ?  It  will  be  practically  my  home  directly.  I  have 
made  it  so,  and  have  an  orchard  there,  &c. 

623.  The  Chairman  asked  you  if  you  were  prepared  to  pay  the  extra  charges  that  would  be  entailed  by 
such  a  scheme?  I  would  have  to  conform  with  the  regulations  of  the  Water  Board. 

624.  As  a  business  man  and  a  land  expert,  will  the  new  taxation  imposed  here  take  all  the  unearned 
increment  caused  by  this  capital  expenditure  ;  will  there  not  be  a  residue  left  for  the  man  whose  land  has 
been  advantaged  ; — will  he  not  only  be  paying  3|  per  cent,  on  this  added  valu,e,  and  still  be  advantaged 
to  the  extent  of  about  97  per  cent.  ?  I  take  it  that  any  public  works  must  increase  the  value  of  the  land. 

625.  Mr.  Millard.]  If  it  were  a  justifiable  work  ?  If  sewerage  works  are  carried  out  past  my  place  I 
have  no  option.  My  land  becomes  more  valuable  to  a  greater  extent  than  I  am  charged  for  rates,  but  they 
only  charge  rates  enough  to  cover  the  expenditure. 

626.  Mr.  Hickey.]  The  case  appears  to  have  been  put  forward  that  because  a  man  has  to  pay  a  tax  on  the 

unimproved  value  of  the  land  no  advantage  results  to  him  ;  but  that  is  not  so;  can  you  tell  us  if  there  is 
much  Crown  land  in  this  district  ?  Yes.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  unalienated  Crown  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  railway  from  Heathcote  down  to  Sutherland  and  between  the  Woronora  River  and  the  railway 
line,  627. 
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627.  What  is  the  distance  from  Sydney  to  Loftus  Junction  ?  About  15  miles. 

G28.  Can  you  say,  as  an  expert,  that  this  will  be  an  attractive  residential  district  ?  Yes,  with  a  water 
supply,  on  account  of  its  elevation  and  other  advantages. 

629.  Certain  difficulties  are  always  in  the  way  of  people  who  pioneer  places,  such  as  the  want  of  a  railway 
service;  do  you  think  that  difficulties  of  that  kind  will  retard  rapid  settlement; — why  should  not  people 
live  between  Auburn  and  Parramatta  in  preference  to  this  locality,  when  they  get  so  much  better  railway 
service  ?  I  do  not  think  they  would  prefer  it.  I  think  they  would  prefer  to  live  on  the  heights  if  they 
had  the  same  service  as  between  Auburn  and  Parramatta. 

630.  Put  it  in  comparison  with  the  country  out  along  the  Bankstown  line,  which  is  already  served  by  a 
water  supply,  and  where  there  is  any  amount  of  land  available  :  that  is  high  country,  too — higher,  I  should 
imagine,  than  this  ?  It  is  not.  No  Bankstown  land  is  more  than  250  feet  above  sea-level.  You  can 
look  over  Bankstown  from  Sutherland.  Sutherland  is  350  feet. 

631.  Do  you  not  think  that  people  would  be  more  likely  to  want  to  live  where  they  could  be  within  8  or 
12  miles  of  Sydney,  with  an  established  train  service  and  a  water  and  sewerage  service,  in  preference  to  a 
place  like  this,  where  they  would  have  to  pioneer  the  locality  ?  No,  I  do  not  think  so,  because  Sutherland 
possesses  conditions  that  Bankstown,  Belmore,  and  these  other  suburbs  do  not  possess.  There  is  the  ocean 
beach.  There  is  surf-bathing,  and  there  is  the  National  Park  of  38,000  acres  close  by.  There  is  the 
mountain  scenery,  the  Woronora  River,  and  Port  Hacking.  Sutherland  Shire  possesses  advantages  that  no 
other  suburb  in  the  State  of  New  South  Walts  has. 

632.  Scenic  advantages  ?  Yes,  and  from  a  health  point  of  view. 

633.  Is  that  the  class  of  attraction  that  makes  suburbs  popular,  or  do  people  consider  more  material 
advantages?  I  take  it  that  that  is  the  sort  of  advantage  that  makes  a  suburb  popular.  Here  you  have 
rivers  and  the  National  Park  around  you,  and  the  ocean  beach  within  a  few  minutes  by  tram.  You  have 
not  anything  like  that  along  the  Bankstown  or  the  Belmore  line.  If  you  are  at  Bankstown  you  have 
Bankstown.  If  you  are  at  Belmore,  you  have  Belmore,  and  nothing  else.  The  advantages  of  Sutherland 
Shire  must  certainly  make  it  popular.  Take  Sutherland  as  it  is  to-day.  It  is  going  ahead  by  leaps  and 
bounds. 

634.  I  fancy  the  experience  of  development  is  rather  against  you  there ;  most  of  our  populous  places  do 
not  carry  their  population  on  these  grounds  at  all,  cto  they  ; — for  instance,  if  they  did,  Manly  ought  to  be 
the  very  hub  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  ?  Manly  is  a  very  small  area.  In  our  shire  we  have  thousands 
of  acres.  Manly  in  itself  is  a  small  place,  and  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  room  left  there.  It  is  hardly 
a  fair  comparison,  anyhow,  because  it  is  so  close  to  the  city. 

635.  Mr.  Johnston .]  How  much  of  ycur  shire  do  you  think  will  be  served  by  this  scheme  ? 
Bract!  ally,  the  whole  shire,  except  a  part  called  Menai,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  That  will  require 
another  pumping  station  or  reservoir  on  the  other  side  of  the  Woronora.  Everything  on  the  western  side 
will  be  served,  because  the  natural  physical  feature  of  the  land  falls  to  the  rivers  all  the  way  round.  From 
Heathcote  it  has  a  fall  of  650  feet  to  sea-level.  By  gravitation  it  will  go  to  Woronora,  and  all  those 
parts  on  the  western  side  of  Sutherland,  and  to  such  places  as  Como,  Sylvania,  Miranda,  Gymea,  <kc. 
It  has  a  fall,  all  the  way.  I  suppose  Cionulla  is  not  more  than  30  feet  above  sea-level. 

636.  The  land  about  there  is  not  good  agricultural  country — I  mean  between  Sutherland  and 
Cronulla  ?  It  is  good  for  poultry-farming  and  small  orchard  blocks.  I  have  been  very  successful,  although 
when  I  staited  there  people  said  I  was  mad  to  put  apple  trees  in.  Of  course  we  have  been  handicapped, 
because  without  water  we  had  no  means  of  assisting  the  trees. 

637.  You  would  not  advocate  poultry-farming  on  small  areas  ?  No  ;  but  if  a  man  could  buy  an  acre,  or 
an  acre  and  a  half,  he  could  put  in  a  few  fruit  trees,  get  a  few  fowls  and  a  cow,  and  we  should  encourage 
that  sort  of  settlement. 

638.  Do  you  know  Hartley  Yale?  I  have  been  through  it. 

639.  Do  not  answer  unless  you  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  it  to  be  able  to  compare  the  two  places. 
How  would  you  compare  Hartley  Yale,  as  a  fruit-growing  locality,  with  the  district  you  are  speaking  about  ? 
I  do  not  think  Hartley  Vale  is  to  be  compared  with  it. 

640.  Do  }’ou  know  that  Hartley  Yale  is  one  of  the  most  successful  fruit-growing  centres  in  New  South 
Wales?  It  has  no  altitude.  It  is  down  in  a  hollow,  I  understand,  where  the  kerosene  shale  works  are. 

641.  That  is  portion  of  it?  I  was  only  there  a  day. 

642.  Mr.  Uickey.\  Mr.  Ainsworth  does  not  put  this  place  forward  as  a  place  for  that  sort  of  settlement  ? 
No,  I  say  that  a  man  with  an  acre  or  so,  who  can  get  some  poulti’y,  and  plant  some  fruit  trees,  within 
such  easy  distance  of  Sydney,  which  can  be  reached  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  should  be  encouraged. 
You  can  get  from  Heathcote  to  the  railway  station  in  forty  minutes,  and  it  takes  more  than  that  to  go 
from  Circular  Quay  to  Abbotsford. 

643.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Have  you  been  over  the  Crown  land  in  that  district  ?  Some  of  it. 

644.  Is  it  decent  land  ?  It  is  sandy  soil,  with  some  rock,  but  it  is  ail  surface  rock. 

645.  If  it  was  subdivided  do  you  think  it  would  sell  ?  Yes,  they  are  selling  it  now  ;  some  of  it  as  suburban 
holdings. 

646.  Would  it  be  served  by  this  scheme  1  Yes. 

647.  Mr.  Millard.]  How  far  is  it  from  the  railway  ?  From  the  present  station,  about  2]  miles 

648.  Mr.  Weaver. ]  Have  you  any  idea  of  its  area  ?  I  should  say  about  a  couple  of  hundred  acres 

649.  Is  it  all  suitable  for  subdivision?  Yes,  that  which  is  on  the  western  side  of  the  line.  The  other  side 
of  the  line  is  the  National  Park. 

650.  Mr.  Millard.]  You  have  had  some  experience  on  your  own  property,  with  a  small  orchard,  and  that 
sort  of  thing,  have  you  not?  Yes. 

651.  In  considering  whether  this  land  is  suitable  for  small  areas,  of  1  acre  or  1|  acres  up  to,  say,  5  acr.  s,  I 

want  to  get  your  opinion- on  this  point  with  regard  to  the  richness  of  the  soil.  I  will  have  to  put  it  to 
you  more  or  less  in  a  leading  way.  Is  it  the  result  of  your  experience  that  you  find  that  it  would  not  be 
any  great  advantage  in  a  small  area  like  that  to  have  rich  agricultural  land,  for  intense  culture  where  you 
use  water  and  manure.  Would  not  sandy  soil  like  this  be  quite  equal,  under  those  conditions  and  for  the 
purpose  which  is  intended,  to  rich  agricultural  land  ?  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  that  the  land  is  suitable 
for  growing  fruit  for  profit.  It  is  purely  residential.  But  it  would  affi  rd  facilities  for  a  person  to  grow 
sufficient  fruit  for  his  own  use,  and  I  am  certain  that  he  would  get  a  better  result  if  he  had  the  water.  It 
would  certainly  make  the  land  more  profitable  for  his  energy.  -  652. 
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652.  You  have  not  quite  caught  my  question  yet.  Assuming  that  a  man  has  a  home  on  1  \  acres  of  land, 
with  poultry  and  a  little  orchard,  would  it  be  essential  to  the  success  of  his  project  that  his  land  should  be 
rich  ; — the  occupation  and  intense  culture  with  manure  would  make  it  equal  to  a  piece  of  rich  agricultural 
country,  would  it  not  ?  Yes,  I  think  that  rich  land  is  not  required.  With  regard  to  poultry-farming,  I 
know  of  a  case  in  which  a  person  looked  all  over  the  lllawarra  district,  where  he  could  have  had  land  with 
soil  feet  in  depth,  but  he  took  this  land  in  preference. 

653.  In  well  drained  country  ?  Yes.  He  took  this  in  preference  to  anything  he  could  see  about  Oatley, 
or  Mortdale,  or  any  of  the  lllawarra  suburbs. 

654.  Mr.  Weaver.  J  Is  there  any  building  going  on  about  Heathcote?  No,  there  is  nothing  going  on  at  the 
present  time,  except  that  one  person  is  putting  up  a  small  week-end  place. 


John  William  Macfarlane,  recalled,  and  further  examined  : — 

655.  Chairman .]  When  you  gave  evidence  we  asked  you  to  get  certain  further  particulars.  One  object  of 
that  is  to  show  the  increase  in  the  number  of  ratepayers,  between  the  years  1907  and  1917.  Have  you  got 
that  information  to  night  ?  Yes.  I  looked  up  the  figures.  In  1907  the  ratepayers  were  2,000,  and  in 
1917,  5,600. 

656.  Mr.  Weaver.]  For  what  area  is  that  ?  In  the  whole  shire. 

657.  Chairman.]  Were  you  able  to  find  the  petitiofi,  or  a  list  of  the  signatures  to  the  petition,  which 
was  referred  to?  No,  I  could  only  find  the  text  of  the  petition.  I  have  not  kept  a  copy  of  the  signatures, 
but  I  have  refreshed  my  memory  on  the  matter.  The  petition  was  prepared  by  me  under  instructions, 
and  it  lay  in  Sutherland,  and  at  Miranda,  and  at  Cronulla.  I  can  venture  to  say  on  oath  that  those  who 
signed  it  were  all  local  people,  and  it  was  not  canvassed  around  or  taken  anywhere  out  of  the  shire. 

658.  There  was  some  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  last  night  as  to  whether  you  were 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  scheme  the  Committee  is  considering.  I  should  like  you  to  state,  if  you  will, 
whether  you  are  or  not  ?  Personally  I  am  very  much  in  accord  with  it.  I  settled  in  the  district  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  I  commenced  as  an  orchardist  and  poultry  farmer,  and  though  I  did  not  stay  long  enough 
to  lose  all  the  money  I  had,  I  practically  went  down,  because  a  series  of  dry  seasons  occurred.  That  was 
about  1892,  and  for  want  of  this  water  we  are  asking  for  now  I  practically  went  down  and  out.  One 
reason  was  that  I  had  a  selection  on  the  highlands,  which  I  avoided  doing  a  second  time.  But  apart  from 
that,  I  believe  I  would  have  got  on  all  right  if  I  had  had  the  water.  Then  I  studied  for  my  present 
position,  and  I  have  also  gone  back  on  the  land  again.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
place  is  dependent  on  having  some  better  means  of  supplying  water. 

659.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Crown  lands  in  tho  shire?  Yes  ;  there  is  an  area 
of  Crown  land  at  Heatlicote. 

660.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  total  area?  Not  from  memory. 

661.  Has  it  been  subdivided  ?  Yes,  in  portions. 

662.  What  are  the  size  of  the  areas?  Two  or  3-acre  blocks,  I  think.  There  are  some  soldiers’  settlements 
there,  too. 

663.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  sold  ?  No  ;  I  have  only  got  tho  notice  from  the  Department  on 
Saturday  morning,  and  I  have  not  gone  into  it. 

664.  Do  you  know  how  much  is  unsold?  No. 

665.  Have  you  any  information  at  your  disposal  which  would  give  us  reliable  data  with  regard  to  that  ?  I 
have  a  list  from  the  Lands  Department. 

666.  Chairman.]  From  your  recollection,  was  there  much  of  that  Crown  land  unsold  ?  I  could  not  give 
the  proportion. 

667.  Do  you  know  if  it  was  a  large  or  a  small  area  ?  I  should  fancy  about  30  acres. 

668.  Can  you  get  the  information  for  us  by  Saturday  morning?  I  could  get  it  by  to-morrow. 

669.  Mr.  Weaver.]  The  object  is  to  ascertain  what  area  of  Crown  land  remains  unsold  that  would  be  likely 
to  be  served  by  this  reticulation — that  is  in  the  whole  shire  ?  I  will  see  if  I  can  get  the  information  by 
to-morrow. 


William  Gilyard  Roberts,  sworn,  and  examined  : — - 

670.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  occupation  ?  I  am  the  Health  Officer  of  the  Shire  of  Sutherland. 

671.  Do  you  live  at  Sutherland  ?  At  Miranda. 

672.  How  long  have  you  occupied  your  present  position  with  the  Council?  Seven  years. 

673.  Before  that  did  you  live  in  the  Shire  ?  Yes,  I  have  been  a  resident  there  for  twenty-six  years. 

674.  What  occupation  did  you  follow  before  you  joined  the  Shire  Council?  By  trade  I  am  a  bricklayer, 
but  I  follow  the  occupation  of  a  fruit-grower.  Things  became  slack  in  town,  and  I  hit  out  on  the  land  and 
started  fruit-growing  at  Miranda. 

675.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  scheme  for  supplying  the  Sutherland  Shire  with  water,  to  cost 
approximately  £140,000,  and  that  it  is  proposed  that  the  interest  on  that  capital  cost  and  the  working 
expenses  and  administration  charges  should  be  raised  by  rating  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  land 
in  the  Shire?  Yes. 

676.  Do  you  own  land  in  Sutherland?  lama  leaseholder  on  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate.  I  have  2  J 
acres,  planted  as  an  orchard. 

677.  Under  that  lease  you  have  the  right  to  convert  that  area  into  freehold  ?  Yes,  for  twenty-five  years' 
rent  as  purchase  money. 

678.  As  the  present  holder  of  the  lease,  and  with  the  equitable  right  to  convert  into  freehold,  do  you 
approve  of  this  scheme  ?  I  do. 

6 <9,  You  get  amongst  the  people  a  good  deal,  Mr.  Roberts?  Yes,  I  am  always  about. 

680.  Have  you  discussed  this  matter  with  any  of  them  ?  Yes,  everybody  I  have  met  wants  water.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  understand  the  scheme,  but  if  they  can  get  the  water  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

681.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  any  Crown  land  in  the  shire?  Yes,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  land 
in  the  shire  in  the  remote  portions,  that  is,  off  the  tram  and  the  railway  line. 

682.  All  to  be  served  by  this  water?  Yes.  It  would  be  served  by  the  scheme.  683. 
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683.  Would  that  send  the  values  of  that  land  upwards?  I  suppose  it  would  ;  certainly  it  would.  A  man 
would  be  able  to  use  the  land.  You  cannot  keep  poultry  and  grow  things  without  water. 

684.  If  this  work  had  a  tendency  to  improve  the  lands  of  private  owners  along  the  route,  would  it  not  also 
improve  the  values  of  Crown  lands  along  the  route?  Yes. 

685.  Have  you  had  many  complaints  about  the  want  of  water?  Yes,  at  Cronulla,  during  the  summer, and 
ail  over  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  shire,  people  have  to  carry  water  or  to  get  people  to  bring  it  there.  In 
some  cases  this  water  comes  from  questionable  sources.  People  want  drinking  water,  and  creeks  that  were 
once  sources  of  good  drinking  water  have  become  polluted.  I  expect  serious  trouble  from  this  cause. 
During  the  summer  months  people  will  say  to  a  man,  “  Bring  us  some  water,”  and  the  man  goes  to  the 
first  waterhole  to  get  it.  People  drink  that  water,  although  they  do  not  know  where  it  has  come  from. 

686.  Is  the  shire  compelled  to  provide  hot  water  at  the  sanitary  depot?  The  shire  is  not  compelled  to 
cleanse  sanitary  appliances  by  steam,  but  uses  disinfectants.  Our  trouble  is  that  we  cannot  get  the  water, 
and  so  we  disinfect  the  pans.  We  often  have  to  cart  water  2  miles  in  order  to  wash  and  cleanse  the  pans. 

687.  Do  you  regard  the  non-availability  of  water  for  that  purpose  as  a  menace  to  health?  Undoubtedly. 
Sooner  or  later  there  is  going  to  be  trouble — there  must  be. 

688.  On  the  whole,  you  think  the  adoption  of  this  scheme  would  be  in  the  interests  of  everybody  in  the 
shire  ?  The  place  cannot  possibly  progress  without  water.  When  the  water  supply  gets  short  the  people 
leave.  They  cannot  stop  there.  Last  summer  several  people  left  when  the  water  got  short. 

689.  Mr.  Weaver .]  Does  that  happen  pretty  well  every  summer?  This  is  the  only  summer  we  really  had 
enough  rain  to  keep  people  supplied  without  buying  water.  Even  this  year  the  Council  sold  £7  worth  of 
water.  We  carry  water  to  Cronulla  on  the  tramway.  We  have  a  tank  at  Cronulla,  and  when  there  is  a 
shortage  of  water  we  take  it  down  by  tram  and  sell  it  to  people  at  3d.  per  100  gallons. 

690.  And  this  year  you  had  an  extra  good  rainfall  ?  Yes,  there  has  been  an  exceptionally  good  rainfall. 
691-2.  Mr.  Millard .]  If  a  man  were  starting  there  on,  say,  a  4  or  5-acre  block,  and  making  a  home,  in  order 
to  provide  a  supply  of  water  by  means  of  a  tank,  what  would  be  the  cost  to  him — what  would  he  be  called 
upon  to  expend  in  tanks; — how  many  fowls  wTould  you  expect  him  to  have?  400  or  500.  To  have  enough 
water  to  keep  400  or  500,  you  would  have  to  spend  £50. 

693.  Will  that  go  near  it  ?  It  would  only  be  on  the  marginal  line.  There  would  be  nothing  to  waste.  He 
would  then  be  depending  largely  on  the  rainfall.  I  may  say  that  these  tanks  depend  largely  on  the  rain¬ 
fall,  and  become  very  much  fouled.  I  have  seen  tanks  in  our  district  with  2  inches  of  sludge  in  the 
bottom,  and  the  bones  of  frogs,  and  the  people  use  the  water  and  do  not  know.  Sometimes  birds  are 
carried  down  and  are  in  there.  That  is  most  dangerous  to  people’s  health.  Tanks  all  want  periodical 
examination. 


Edgar  William  Boyle,  sworn,  and  examined  : — - 

694.  Chairman .]  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Council  at  Sutherland  ?  Yes. 

695.  Do  you  reside  at  Sutherland  ?  Yes. 

696.  And  carry  on  business  there  ; — you  own  an  hotel,  do  you  not?  Yes. 

697.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Sutherland?  Seventeen  years. 

698.  During  that  time  have  you  felt  the  need  of  a  water  supply  ?  Very  much. 

699.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  instance  of  where  you  have  suffered  from  the  want  of  it?  Yes, 
in  time  of  drought  I  have  suffered  very  much  from  it.  I  have  an  hotel,  and  people  come  to  stay  there  ; 
and  I  have  had  to  turn  people  away  because  I  could  not  let  them  have  baths,  and  so  on. 

700.  Have  you  ever  had  to  cart  water  ?  Oh,  yes. 

701.  How  often?  In  times  of  drought. 

702.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  scheme  to  construct  the  supply  of  water,  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
£140,000,  and  that  the  interest  on  this  cost  and  on  the  charges  and  expenses  is  to  be  raised  by  levying  a 
rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  the  lands  in  the  shire  ?  Yes. 

703.  Was  that  scheme  submitted  to  the  Council  ?  It  was. 

704.  Was  it  considered  carefully  ?  Yes. 

705.  Was  it  approved  or  disapproved  of?  It  was  appi’oved. 

706.  Were  there  any  dissentients  ?  Not  one. 

707.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  the  shire?  Yes,  a  little. 

708.  Approximately,  how  much?  I  suppose  about  a  couple  of  acres,  or  about  3  acres. 

709.  Are  you  prepared  to  bear  your  share  of  the  cost  of  water  from  the  scheme?  Yes. 

710.  You  go  about  the  district  a  good  deal  ?  Yes. 

711.  Have  you  discussed  the  proposal  with  the  ratepayers  and  residents  of  the  district  ?  Yes,  with  a  good 

many.  When  I  first  put  up  for  the  Council  I  sent  throughout  C  Riding  a  promise  that  I  would  agitate  for 

this  water  supply  scheme.  I  did  it  at  the  last  election  also. 

712.  Have  you  discussed  the  scheme  with  the  ratepayers  in  respect  to  the  levying  of  a  rate  on  the 
unimproved  value  of  the  land  ?  Yes,  I  have  mentioned  that,  and  the  people  are  in  favour  of  it. 

713.  Has  the  local  Council  discussed  it  ?  Yes. 

714.  What  have  you  found?  That  everybody  approves  of  it. 

715.  Have  you  found  anyone  who  disapproves  of  it  ?  Not  one. 

716.  Mr.  Millard.]  As  a  member  of  the  Council  you  would  know  w’hether  the  scheme  was  popular  in  the 
shire  ?  Yes. 

717.  T  take  it  there  is  no  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to  the  popularity  of  the  scheme  amongst  the  residents? 
That  is  so. 

718.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Have  you  found  that  the  want  of  a  water  supply  has  affected  your  business  ?  Yes. 

719.  Do  you  find  that  settlement  is  expanding  in  the  district?  Yes. 

720.  Have  houses  to  your  knowledge  been  vacated  in  summer  for  want  of  water?  Yes,  I  have  in  mind 
two  which  the  people  had  to  leave  because  they  had  not  sufficient  water.  Others  also  have  had  to  leave  for 
want  of  water. 

721.  Would  this  water  scheme  encourage  building  operations  ?  Yes.  When  people  wanting  to  build  come 
to  our  district  the  first  thing  they  ask  is  about  the  water  supply,  and  when  they  find  wre  have  no  supply 
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they  do  not  build.  Sometimes  people  come  along  just  to  look  at  the  district,  and  th  :  want  of  water  is  the 
one  detrimental  thing.  If  we  had  had  a  proper  water  supply  the  population  of  the  district  would  have 
been  double  what  it  is  to-day. 

722.  Do  you  personally  know  the  Crown  lands  in  the  district?  Yes,  up  Heatheote  way. 

723.  Have  you  been  on  them  ?  Yes,  a  good  deal. 

724.  Is  that  land  suitable  for  subdivision?  Yes, 

725.  It  could  be  served  by  the  water  supply  scheme?  Yes,  right  along  the  road. 


Wyndham  Perry  Hayes,  sanitary  contractor,  Cronulla,  sworn,  and  examined: — 

726.  Chairman.]  You  have  a  contract  with  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council  which  involves  the  removal. of 
nightsoil  and  the  cleansing  of  the  pans  ?  Yes. 

727.  With  regard  to  the  latter  work,  are  your  operations  hampered  for  want  of  a  water  supply  ?  Yes. 

728.  If  you  had  a  proper  water  supply,  would  your  treatment  of  the  pans  be  different  from  what  it  is 
to-day  ?  I  should  then  do  the  work  as  it  is  done  at  the  municipal  depots  of  Kogarah,  Hurstville,  and 
Rockdale.  The  pans  are  put  on  a  bench  and  tilted,  when  they  are  washed  with  a  hose. 

729.  Do  you  refer  to  a  hose  projecting  steam  ?  No,  cold  water. 

730.  Would  you  go  in  for  the  steaming  process  ?  Yes,  that  is  alter  the  pans  are  washed.  It  is  t)  kill 
germs  that  may  be  in  them,  and  to  prevent  an  unpleasant  odour  when  they  are  dry. 

731.  Do  you  use  the  steam  process  to-day  ?  No,  the  shires  are  not  compelled  to. 

732.  That  is  the  proper  system?  Yes. 

733.  If  you  had  a  proper  water  supply  you  would  use  it?  Yes. 

734.  Have  you  heard  that  in  connection  with  the  proposed  scheme,  to  cost  £140,000,  interest  on  capital 
cost,  administration  expenses,  and  working  charges,  is  to  be  raised  by  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  value  of 
land  in  the  shire  ?  Yes,  I  have  heard  that,  although  I  have  not  gone  into  the  matter. 

735.  Have  you  heard  that  the  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  discussed  and  approvtd  by 
them  ?  Yes,  T  have  heard  that  through  the  Council  clerk. 

736.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  that  district  ?  I  have  about  14  acres  there. 

737.  Which  you  use  in  connection  with  the  sanitary  depot  ?  Yes. 

738.  Where  is  it?  At  the  bottom  of  Woollo ware-road,  about  Id  miles  from  the  township. 

739.  It  is  really  at  the  junction  of  that  road  and  King’s- way?  Yes. 

740.  You  have  a  residence  not  far  away?  Yes. 

741.  As  a  landowner  do  you  approve  of  the  proposal  to  levy  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  value  of  land? 
Undoubtedly. 

742.  Is  it  your  view  that  the  scheme  should  be  gone  on  with  in  the  interests  of  the  people  concerned  ? 
Yes,  I  thought  that  five  years  ago. 

743.  Do  you  think  it  to-day?  Yes,  more  than  ever. 

744.  Have  you  discussed  this  scheme  with  other  residents  or  ratepayers?  Yes,  I  have  talked  about  it 

with  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  discussed  it.  I  thoroughly  understand  it.  I  was  an  advocate 

years  ago  of  having  a  water  supply  for  the  district. 

745.  From  what  you  know,  are  the  people  generally  in  favour  of  the  scheme?  Yes,  99  per  cent.  are. 

746.  Mr.  Weaver. J  What  is  about  the  average  consumption  of  water  used  by  you  per  day?  Cronulla  is 
really  a  summer  and  week-end  resort.  At  week-ends  I  do  500  pans  in  winter  and  in  summer  1,500.  At 
Christmas  the  number  is  close  on  2,000  a  week. 

747.  Have  you  an  idea  of  the  weekly  consumption  of  water  in  the  district  in  summer  ?  I  had  a  dray  with 
two  horses  and  a  400  gallon  tank,  and  I  kept  that  going  carting  water  during  the  whole  of  the  summer. 

748.  Chairman.]  There  is  a  large  residential  population  to  be  served  ?  Yes. 

749.  The  population  which  you  have  to  provide  for  is  not  merely  a  summer  one?  That  is  so.  500  is  the 
lowest  number  of  pans  I  have  been  down  to. 

750.  Mr.  Hickey.]  That  means  500  houses?  Yes,  more  than  that.  I  do  the  whole  of  Sutherland  and  the 
greater  part  of  Miranda. 

751.  What  was  the  number  last  summer  ?  Up  to  2,000.  The  Council  book  states  that  last  season  I  did 
between  10,000  and  50,000  pans.  It  was  about  45,000  for  the  twelve  months. 

752.  You  hold  your  contract  from  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council  ?  Yes.  I  speak  from  a  citizen’s  point  of 
view  as  well  as  from  that  of  a  contractor.  Many  times  I  have  been  unable  to  carry  out  the  work  as  I 
should  do,  and  the  Board  of  Health  Inspectors,  if  they  had  come  on  to  me,  would  ha\c  condemned  the 
system.  I  was  unable  to  get  sufficient  water  in  the  district. 

753.  You  own  the  plant  ?  Yes. 


William  Horace  Paine,  Miranda,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

754.  Chairman.]  You  have  charge  of  a  large  nursery  at  Miranda?  Yes. 

755.  You  have  been  associated  with  various  public  movements  at  Miranda?  Yes,  chiefly  the  agricultural 
organisation. 

756.  You  have  been  a  member  of  the  executive  of  various  associations  connected  with  the  district?  Yes. 
I  was  secretary  of  the  Progress  Association  for  two  years,  and  for  the  same  time  of  the  Agricultural 
Bureau,  a  semi-official  organisation.  I  am  practically  the  founder  of  the  movement.  It  has  163  member  , 
and  in  addition  twenty-seven  returned  soldiers,  of  which  number  I  think  nineteen  are  settling  on  the 
land  on  their  own  account.  1  am  also  a  member  of  the  the  Parents  and  Citizens’  Executive. 

757.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  the  district?  No. 

758.  Has  the  Progress  Association  discussed  the  question  of  having  a  water  supply  for  Sutherland?  Yes. 
About  three  years  ago  there  was  a  strong  agitation  for  it,  and  the  then  Member  for  the  disirict,  Captain 
Toombs,  met  the  Progress  Association  to  exp'ain  the  position,  when  resolutions  were  passed  in  support  of 
the  Woronora  scheme  as  against  any  oilier. 

7t)9.  Are  you  aware  that  the  proposed  scheme,  if  carried  out,  will  involve  a  capital  expenditure  of 
£140,000?  Yes.  *  -  '  '  760. 
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760.  Do  you  know  it  is  proposed  that  interest  on  that  capital,  together  with  working  expenses,  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  other  proper  charges,  are  to  be  raised  by  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  land  in  the 
shire  ?  Yes,  and  the  Agricultural  Bureau  organisation — the  minute  book  of  which  I  have  here — also 
shows  that  fact. 

761.  Has  the  scheme  been  discussed  by  the  Miranda  bureau  ?  Yes. 

762.  How  many  members  has  that  bureau?  163  and  twenty-seven  soldiers. 

763.  How  long  is  it  since  the  bureau  discussed  the  scheme?  On  Monday  last. 

764.  How  many  members  were  there  ?  Something  over  eighty. 

765.  Was  the  discussion  a  thorough  one?  Yes,  it  arose  out  of  the  Chairman’s  minute,  as  follows  : — - 

Capital  outlay,  £140,000  ;  private  loan  to  be  lent  to  Government  to  form  part  of  National  Debt.  Interest  will  be 
chargeable  to  the  shire  when  the  water  is  in  active  supply,  and  not  before.  The  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  take  full 
control,  and  will  base  taxation  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the  lan  1,  which  is  regarded  as  being  2d.  in  the  £. 

766.  That  was  discussed?  Yes. 

767.  '  Fas  it  put  to  a  vote  ?  Yes.  The  following  motion  was  passed  - 

That  the  action  of  the  Chairman  in  reference  to  seeing  about  this  matter  be  endorsed,  and  that  the  provision  of  a 
water  supply  was  satisfactory. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Paine  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Fraser,  and  was  carried  unanimously. 

768.  You  are  not  a  landholder  ?  No. 

769.  Mr.  IUckey.]  You  are  a  tenant?  I  shall  be  to-morrow.  I  am  the  manager  of  a  nursery,  and  am 
living  on  the  premises,  so  I  am  not  a  landholder  or  a  tenant. 

770.  Chairman.]  This  water  supply  scheme  has  been  discussed  by  the  Progress  Association?  Not  exactly 
the  measure  as  now  before  Parliament,  but  a  water  supply  has  been  discussed. 

771.  How  many  members  had  the  Progress  Association  when  the  matter  was  discussed?  180. 

772.  How  long  ago  was  that?  Two  years. 

773.  What  was  the  feeling  then  ?  That  a  water  supply  was  urgently  needed. 

774.  What  is  your  personal  view  of  the  proposal  ?  I  take  this  view  :  that  we  want  water  very  badly,  and 
if  we  had  a  good  supply  the  increased  production  in  the  district  would  be  about  30  per  cent.  I  refer  to 
maiket  gardening,  such  as  the  growing  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  some  flowers.  The  district  is  an  early 
market  one.  It  supplies  the  Sydney  market  when  there  is  not  a  glut,  and  if  we  had  water  we  should 
always  have  a  ready  market  and  be  a  flourishing  district. 

775.  You  are  constantly  moving  amongst  the  people  in  your  district?  Yes. 

776.  Have  you  recently  discussed  this  matter  with  the  people?  Yes,  I  have  been  amongst  them  during 
the  past  week.  The  water  question  is  ever  pi’esent,  and  since  I  have  come  in  contact  with  members  of  the 
Bureau,  who  are  poultry  farmers  in  the  main,  with  the  exception  of  one  case,  I  have  met  no  dissentient. 
That  one  case  was  on  the  ground  of  being  a  long  way  off.  Everyone  else  is  in  favour  of  the  scheme. 

777.  Mr.  Hickey.]  What  is  the  Agricultural  Bureau?  It  is  a  semi-official  organisation  attached  to  the 
Agriculture  Department, 

778.  Like  other  agricultural  bureaux?  Yes. 

779.  What  phase  of  agriculture  is  carried  on  in  your  district?  It  is  chiefly  devoted  to  poultry-raising 
and  fruit. 

780.  I  understand  you  have  discussed  the  proposed  scheme  merely  from  the  standpoint  of  utility,  and  not 
from  the  financial  viewpoint  ?  Yes,  we  have  discussed  what  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  it. 

781.  You  do  not  claim  to  have  had  experts  amongst  you  who  could  pronounce  on  the  quality  and 
wisdom  of  the  scheme?  If  we  can  afford  to  pay  2d.,  it  was  generally  conceded  that  we  could  afford  to 
pay  3d. 

782.  Is  fruit-growing  a  paying  proposition  in  your  district  ?  Yes.  Quite  a  number  of  our  members  earn 
the  major  portion  of  their  living  at  fruit-growing.  The  finest  stone  fruit  in  the  State  has  been  grown  in 
our  district,  and  that  has  been  admitted  by  the  Department’s  expert.  There  is  much  land  in  the  district 
that  would  grow  fruit. 

783.  What  area  of  land  in  your  district  would  a  man  require  for  orcharding  ?  I  can  speak  somewhat  as 
an  expert,  and  I  would  say,  a  well-managed  orchard  of  6  acres  would  bring  in  £100  a  year  profit. 

784.  After  how  many  years  ?  The  first  and  second  years  are  not  profitable  ;  the  third  year  pays  expenses, 
and  the  fourth  year  pays  properly. 

785.  I  understand  that  most  of  the  areas  are  less  than  5  acres?  Yes,  but  notin  the  centre  of  the  Miranda 
Shire. 

786.  Your  idea  is  that  a  good  water  supply  would  make  fruit-growing  in  the  district  a  practicable 
proposition  ?  Yes.  It  is  practicable  to-day,  but  there  are  failures  during  the  dry  weather  which  causes 
stone  fruit  to  drop.  That  would  not  occur  if  we  had  water  to  put  on  the  trees. 

787.  Have  you  seen  the  Wir.dsor-Richmond  district,  and  the  country  between  Parramatta  and  Penrith? 
Yes. 

788.  Do  you  know  the  orchardists  up  there  ?  No,  not  personally. 

789.  You  have  seen  them  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  ?  Yes,  a  few. 

790.  Have  you  heard  them  say  that  they  have  failed  to  make  their  properties  pay  ; — have  you  discovered  that 
fruit-growing  does  not  pay?  No.  Fruit-growing  does  pay.  On  one  place  in  my  own  district,  where  there  is  a 
creek,  the  average  return  for  quite  a  number  of  years  has  been  18s.  4d.  for  each  peach  tree.  The  man  is 
an  expert,  but  he  was  not  when  he  commenced.  He  is  an  old  army  man.  There  are  a  few  properties  out 
there  12  acres  in  extent. 

791.  Would  they  be  served  by  the  proposed  scheme  ?  Yes. 

792.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Australia?  Seven  years.  I  came  here  from  Victoria.  I  am  a  Sussex 
man. 

793.  You  were  a  nurseryman  and  an  orchardist  before  you  came  here?  Yes,  I  have  been  in  the  business 
for  twenty-seven  years. 

794.  Mr.  Millard.]  Would  an  orchard  holding  of  5  or  6  acres  give  full  employment  to  a  man  ?  He  could 
work  more  than  5  or  6  acres,  but  if  he  worked  the  land  wisely  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  have  more.  I 
maintain  that  7  acres  is  the  limit  for  an  active  man. 

795.  Could  one  man  do  all  the  work  on  7  acres  of  orchard  ?  He  would  employ  labour  at  times. 

796.  Do  you  believe  that  5  or  6  acres  of  orchard  will  provide  a  profit  of  £400  a  year?  Yes. 


797. 
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797.  Take  a  5-acre  orchard  worked  by  one  man  who  is  making  a  profit,  and  another  man,  holding  double 
that  area,  who  employs  labour — which  kind  of  farm  do  you  prefer?  As  a  man  engaged  as  a  manager,  I 
prefer  the  smaller  class  of  settlement.  Men,  when  on  the  bigger  farms,  acquire  a  little  property  of  their 
own  for  £50  deposit.  They  have  a  few  fowls  or  fruit  trees,  and  when  they  mature  they  leave  their 
employers,  who  cannot  find  other  men.  On  the  books  of  the  farm  to  which  I  belong  are  the  owners  of 
500  to  800  head  of  poultry,  and  many  of  them  have  been  employees  on  my  farm. 

798.  Considering  the  two  forms  of  settlement,  is  not  the  one  where  the  man  does  his  own  work,  and  earns 
a  fair  income,  the  more  ideal  form  of  settlement?  Yes,  it  is  very  much  more  desirable  from  a  national 
point  of  view  and  individually. 

799.  Mr.  Osborne.^  You  spoke  of  several  holdings  of  2  acres — where  are  they  situated?  One  of  the 
properties  belongs  to  a  man  named  Murphy.  It  is  unoccupied  and  unfenced,  and  is  situated  on  Sylvania- 
road,  Miranda.  Coming  from  Sutherland  to  Miranda  it  is  on  the  left-hand  side,  at  Wandilla-road. 

800.  It  is  between  the  tramway-line  and  George’s  River  ?  Yes.  Next  to  the  Kingsway,  where  the  tram 
runs  down,  is  the  Boulevarde,  and  there  is  one  road  further  over,  running  parallel.  There  is  one  properly 
between  that  and  the  Boulevarde.  It  lies  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  tramline. 

801.  That  land  is  unoccupied  ?  Yes,  and  unfenced.  There  are  two  portions,  totalling  12  acres,  which  are 
unfenced.  On  one  portion  they  were  going  to  build. 

802.  Is  it  leasehold  ?  Yes. 

803.  Is  it  part  of  the  old  lease?  Yes.  It  is  held  under  the  Holt-Sutherland  system.  The  other  block  is 
further  down,  being  situated  on  Forest-road. 

801.  Do  you  know  the  district  very  well  ?  Yes,  every  inch  of  it. 

805.  Is  there  much  unoccupied  land  at  some  little  distance  from  the  main  road  to  the  right  of  the  tram¬ 
way,  between  Miranda  and  Cronulla,  in  the  direction  of  Yowie  and  Burraneer  Bays,  which  would  be 
benefited  by  the  proposed  scheme,  and  which  would  naturally  be  more  thickly  populated  if  the  water  supply 
were  inaugurated  ?  Yes,  there  is  a  lot  of  land  in  that  direction  which  would  be  built  on  if  the  people 
could  get  water.  It  is  the  driest  area  in  the  vicinity,  there  being  no  creeks  or  streams  on  that  side. 

806.  Do  you  know  how  that  land  is  held  ?  Some  of  it  has  been  subdivided.  There  are  l -acre  blocks  there. 
Under  the  Holt-Sutherland  system  blocks  of  that  area  are  unusual.  There  are  some  3-acre  blocks  and  one 
or  two  4-acre  blocks,  but  most  of  them  have  an  area  of  6  acres.  That  was  the  original  subdivision.  The 
12  acres  I  spoke  of  just  now  is  in  three  separate  blocks  which  are,  nevertheless,  in  the  hands  of  one 
individual. 

807.  If  the  proposed  water  supply  were  installed,  would  it  not  be  more  probable  that  these  blocks  would 
be  cut  up  for  building  purposes  rather  than  retained  for  poultry-farming  or  orchards  ?  Judging  by  recent 
sales  I  should  say  not.  Lately  from  100  to  200  blocks  were  offered,  but  only  three  were  sold  on  the  day 
the  auction  sales  were  held. 

808.  You  mean  to  say  that  100  blocks  were  offered  at  auction  and  only  three  sales  were  effected  ?  From 
one  to  200  blocks  were  offered,  and  only  three  were  sold. 

809.  Chairman .]  You  are  now  speaking  of  building  blocks  ?  Yes,  50  feet  frontages. 

810.  Mr.  Osborne.~\  Where  are  those  blocks  situated?  Between  the  tramline  and  George’s  River. 

811.  In  your  judgment,  would  the  country  on  that  side  be  as  popular  as  that  to  the  south  of  the  tramline? 
It  depends  on  the  view.  The  higher  land  has  an  outlook  over  George’s  River. 

812.  Who  subdivided  that  property  and  auctioned  it?  Some  city  firm,  I  think,  in  conjunction  with  the 
local  man. 

813.  And  the  balance  of  it  is  still  on  their  hands?  So  far  as  I  know  it  is.  On  the  day  of  the  sale,  as  I 
said,  only  three  blocks  were  sold.  Of  course,  I  do  not  know  if  any  more  has  been  privately  sold  since. 

814.  Is  that  land  far  from  the  tramline?  It  is  right  touching  it. 

815.  Would  it  not  be  considerably  benefited  if  the  proposed  water  supply  were  carried  out?  Yes,  all  land 
would  be  benefited. 

816.  Would  not  a  water  supply  considerably  enhance  the  value  of  that  property  ?  It  is  bound  to.  From 
my  point  of  view  the  value  of  the  land  would  be  enhanced.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  enhancement 
in  the  value  of  the  agricultural  lands  would  be  greater  than  the  building  sites,  because  there  is  no  call  for 
them  at  present. 

817.  That,  I  suppose,  is  due  to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  absence  of  a  water  supply  ?  I  do  not  think  so.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  due  to  the  war. 

818.  Would  not  the  absence  of  a  water  supply  be  a  deterrent  to  permanent  residence?  Yes,  as  a  general 
policy,  but  not  at  the  present  time.  I  think  the  war  has  to  some  extent  stopped  the  purchasing  of  the 
land  for  building  in  that  district  in  common  with  other  places. 

819.  In  your  opinion,  would  not  the  owners  of  that  land  find  it  very  profitable  to  support  a  water  scheme 
which  would  be  paid  for  by  themselves  and  by  the  local  residents,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  would  be 
more  than  recouped  for  their  expenditure  by  the  enhanced  value  of  their  property  ?  Yes,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  policy  from  their  point  of  view. 

820.  Would  you  suggest  that  that  is  in  any  way  influencing  the  bringing  forward  of  this  scheme  ?  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is.  It  may  have  a  part  influence,  because  before  there  were  any  building  subdivisions  “  water” 
was  the  cry  of  the  producers,  the  class  I  know  and  represent. 

821.  You  are  more  concerned  with  actual  production  ?  Yes. 

822.  But  you  will  admit  that  the  enhancement  of  land  values  has  its  part  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
scheme?  Yes.  I  am  not  a  landowner,  but  tome  as  a  tenant,  a  water  supply  means  the  possibility  of 
acquiring  my  own  land. 

823.  In  your  opinion,  the  future  of  that  district  lies  more  in  the  holding  of  the  larger  areas  for  productive 
purposes  rather  than  for  building  ?  Yes,  so  far  as  the  middle  of  the  shire  is  concerned.  Cronulla,  of 
course,  is  residential,  but  there  is  a  great  area  above  Sutherland  on  which  there  are  no  residences  at  the 
present  time,  and  which  could  be  used  either  for  productive  or  residential  purposes. 

824.  Where  is  that  area  situated  ?  Between  Sutherland  and  Heathcote  there  is  some  available  land  which 
has  never  been  touched,  because  of  its  elevated  position,  and  the  absence  of  creeks. 

825.  Is  it  Crown  lands  ?  I  do  not  think  so. 

826.  It  is  all  private  property?  I  do  not  think  some  of  it  has  been  taken  up  from  the  Holt-Sutherland 

people.  827. 
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827.  It;  is  still  part  of  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate’s  old  lease?  I  believe  so,  but  I  cannot  swear  it.  There 
is  a  piece  of  Crown  land,  to  the  left,  but  it  is  not  the  piece  I  have  in  view. 

828.  What  is  the  character  of  the  country  between  Sutherland  and  Loftus  Junction?  Out  of  Sutherland 
is  rather  unlevel.  Patches  of  it  are  unsuitable  for  cultivation,  and  are  generally  used  for  poultry-farming. 
Further  on  there  is  a  plateau  of  high,  level  land  which  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most  desirable  fruit  land  in 
the  distiict,  having  a  good,  strong  subsoil. 

829.  Is  it  privately  owned?  I  am  not  sure;  but  I  think  it  is  a  portion  of  the  Holt-Sutherland  leases  which 
is  left. 

830.  So  far  we  seem  to  have  been  devoting  most  of  our  attention  to  the  land  along  the  tramline  between 
Sutherland  and  Cronulla,  but  it  is  apparent  from  the  map  that  there  is  a  fairly  large  area  between 
Sutherland  and  Heathcote  ?  There  is  more  land  there  suitable  for  production  than  in  the  rest  of  the  shire 
put  together.  It  is  entirely  untouched  and  almost  unknown. 

831.  It  is  virgin  country  ?  Yes. 

832.  And  would  benefit  very  materially  by  the  proposed  water  supply  ?  Yes.  From  the  producers’  point 
of  view  water  would  mean  the  possibility  of  settlement  there. 

833.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  how  the  land  is  held  there  ?  No. 

834.  Chairman .]  When  you  replied  to  Mr.  Osborne  that  you  considered  that  the  possibility  of  increasing 
the  values  of  land  held  by  landowners  in  that  district  was  partly  the  cause  of  this  scheme  being  brought 
forward,  did  you  mean  to  infer  that  the  object  of  the  scheme  was  to  put  profits  into  the  pockets  of  these 
people?  No,  no;  necessarily.  There  is  another  way  of  looking  at  it.  A  tremendous  area  of  the  land 
which  has  been  subdivided  has  been  sold,  and  if  a  man  has  a  small  block,  and  he  gets  a  water  supply,  the 
value  of  his  land  is  going  to  be  increased  if  he  wants  to  sell,  and  if  he  wants  to  live  on  it  residence  becomes 
possible. 

835.  Every  work  of  this  character  has  a  tendency  to  improve  land  values,  has  it  not?  Yes,  everywhere. 

836.  And  in  this  case  the  proposal  is,  that  out  of  the  increased  value  which  will  accrue  to  the  land  will 
come  the  money  to  pay  the  interest  and  the  working  charges  in  connection  with  this  scheme ; — do  you 
think  that  is  fair  ?  I  do. 

837.  Do  you  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  the  reason  for  bringing  forward  this  scheme  was  to  put  profits 
into  the  pockets  of  landowners  in  the  district  ?  Not  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  and  not  so  far  as  the  organisation 
of  people  I  represent  is  aware. 

838.  You  did  not  intend  to  convey  that  meaning  to  the  Committee  ?  No.  The  view  I  take  is  this  : 
Undoubtedly,  the  people  who  have  land  desire  to  see  a  water  supply,  but  that  is  not  the  prime  consideration. 
To  my  mind  the  prime  consideration  is  convenience. 

839.  You  meant  to  convey  that  this  work,  like  most  works  of  its  kind,  would  improve  land  values,  and  to 
that  extent  would  be  attractive  to  landowners,  but  you  did  not  mean  to  suggest  that  it  was  the  object 
of  the  scheme  being  brought  forward  ?  I  do  not  think  it  is.  There  has  been  an  agitation  for  a  water 
supply  all  the  time,  and  the  people  resident  there,  and  the  people  who  desire  to  become  residents,  are 
naturally  anxious  to  see  one  installed.  I  know  quite  a  number  of  city  people  who  would  live  in  the 
district  if  they  could  get  water. 

840.  Mr.  llickey .]  Do  you  know  any  5  or  6-acre  blocks  which  are  being  used  at  the  present  time  as 
orchards?  Yes,  there  is  one  owned  by  the  Chairman  of  the  organisation  which  I  represent,  Mr.  Thacker, 
who  has  been  there  twenty  odd  years. 

841.  How  many  acres  does  he  hold?  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  fancy  he  has  a  4  and  a  6-acre  block  ;  he  has 
10  acres  altogether. 

842.  What  kind  of  fruit  does  he  grow  ?  Peaches,  a  few  oranges,  loquats,  and  apples,  and  if  he  gets  a 
good  season  he  goes  in  for  melons  and  tomatoes. 

8t3.  Is  he  a  family  man  ?  Ye3,  and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  district. 

844.  And  he  makes  a  living  off  his  10  acres  of  land  ?  Yes  ;  he  has  been  living  there  all  the  time.  He 

never  works  out,  and  maintains  himself  and  one  son.  He  used  to  maintain  himself  and  two  sons,  but  one 
has  gone  away.  He  now  employs  a  little  labour  to  make  up  for  his  absence. 

845.  Where  does  he  get  a  market  for  his  produce  ?  In  town.  The  fruit  is  run  in  by  his  own  cart. 

846.  He  is  a  retailer  as  well  as  a  producer  ?  No  ;  his  fruit  goes  straight  into  the  market. 

847.  He  sells  in  the  wholesale  market  entirely  ?  Yes  ;  he  never  retails.  The  fact  that  his  fruit  is  carted 

is  worthy  of  consideration,  because  fruit  that  is  delivered  by  cart  into  the  market  brings  more  than  stuff 
which  is  railed.  That  gives  the  district  an  additional  value  as  a  fruit-growing  centre,  and  there  is  plenty 
of  room  for  development  in  that  respect. 

848.  Chairman .]  You  move  about  the  district  a  good  deal,  do  you  not  ?  Yes. 

849.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  suggested  that  the  object,  or  one  of  the  objects  of  this  scheme,  (ither  as 

advocated  by  the  ex-member  for  Hurstvil'e  or  myself,  was  to  put  profits  into  the  pockets  of  the  land- 

owners  ?  I  have  not. 

850.  Do  you  believe  that  that  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  scheme?  I  do  not.  There  is  bound  to  be  an 

increase  in  the  land  values  as  the  result  of  the  installation  of  the  water  supply. 

851.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  agitation  ?  I  do  not. 

852.  Mr.  Osborne .]  I  would  not  like  you  to  suggest  that  I  was  inferring  anything  like  that ;  I  simply 
wanted  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  some  people  that  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  there  was  an  agitation  for 
the  water  supply  ;  quite  a  number  of  landholders  are,  I  think,  most  naturally  in  favour  of  this  scheme, 
because  it  will,  if  carried  out,  have  the  effect  of  considerably  enhancing  the  value  of  their  land  ; — I  do  not 
blame  the  individual  at  all,  but  one  questions  whether  we  are  justified  in  spending  such  a  large  sum  of 
money  ?  There  is  no  question  but  that  our  central  district,  together  with  the  Heathcote  distinct,  will  in 
production,  in  two  or  three  years,  overstep  that  amount  altogether. 

853.  I  have  no  doubt  about  it ; — I  know  the  district  fairly  well,  and  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
places  imaginable,  also  one  of  the  most  reproductive  ?  There  is  a  curious  fact  in  that  connection.  Mr. 
Hickey  asked  me  about  that  part  of  the  district  south  of  Sutherland.  I  will  give  you  an  illustration  :  In 
the  Parramatta  district  the  subsoil  is  naturally  retentive,  and  the  roots  of  the  trees  go  down  into  it  to  draw 
their  supply,  and  the  orchardists  can  do  better  without  a  water  supply  than  we  can.  Oar  top  soil  is 
shallow,  and  the  subsoil  rests  on  rock,  so  that  in  dry  weather  there  is  no  moisture  in  the  soil. 

854.  Mr.  Millard. J  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  make  this  witness  swear  as  to  the  motives  some  other  man 

might  have.  855. 
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355.  Chairman.]  We  are  not  making  him  do  so. 

856.  Mr.  Osborne.]  He  can  only  give  his  opinion 

857.  Chairman  1  (To  witness.)"  I  want  you  to  make  this  clear:  Most  of  the  unoccupied  land  in  the 
Sutherland  Shire  so  far  as  you  know  is  owned  by  persons  in  residence?  Yes,  that  is  so. 

858.  Can  you  say  from  your  own  knowledge  that  the  agitation  for  the  water  supply  comes  from  the 
residents?  Yes,  it  has  not  come  from  the  absentees;  it  is  essentially  a  local  agitation. 


FRIDAY ,  1  MARCH,  IS  18. 

[  The  Committee  met  at  5  p.m.J 

•Present: — 

Mr.  SIMON  IIICKEY,  Mr.  BROOKFIELD, 

Mr.  WEAVER,  Mr.  OSBORNE, 

Mr.  W.  MILLARD,  Mr.  JOHNSTON. 

T.  J.  LEY,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Arthur  Ernest  Vowles,  duly  sworn,  and  examined  : — - 

859.  Chairman .]  Were  you  at  one  time,  Mr.  Vowles,  in  the  Government  Printing  Office?  Yes. 

860.  What  was  your  occupation?  I  was  a  monotype  operator. 

861.  You  have  been  engaged  in  the  printing  business  practically  all  your  life?  For  twenty  years. 

861;}.  Where  do  you  live?  In  Hotham-road,  Sutherland. 

862.  Is  that  approximately  half  way  between  Sutherland  and  Miranda?  Yes,  as  near  as  you  can  get  it. 

863.  You  recently  left  the  Government  Printing  Office,  did  you  not?  Yes.  I  took  up  poultry  farming, 
because  I  wished  to  go  into  a  primary  productive  industry. 

861.  And  you  got  tired  of  the  indoor  life?  Yes,  that  was  my  object. 

865.  Before  that  you  had  taken  up  an  area  for  poultry-farming?  Yes,  I  shifted  from  Rockdale  to 
Sutherland,  and  took  up  an  area  to  develop  it  as  a  poultry  farm. 

866.  How  long  ago  was  that  ?  About  three  and  a  half  years. 

867.  What  was  one  of  your  first  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  poultry-farm  ?  The  water  question. 
I  had  to  buy  water  about  the  first  year  I  was  there.  That  led  me  to  think  that  as  my  stock  increased — as 
fowls  drink  a  great  quantity  of  water — I  should  require  more  water,  and  I  had  to  look  around  for  the 
means  of  augmenting  my  water  supply.  I  found  that  the  tanks  I  had  on  to  a  shed  were  insufficient,  so 
I  sought  other  means  of  storing  water.  I  endeavoured  to  find  water  by  boring  after  (he  use  of  a 
divining-rod,  and  failing  that,  I  put  in  a  reservoir,  which  holds  about  7,000  gallons. 

868.  How  much  did  that  reservoir  cost  you  ?  It  cost  between  £25  and  £30  to  instal. 

869.  And  do  you  find  that  sufficient  for  present  requirements?  Not  if  I  take  into  consideration  the 
question  of  irrigation,  which  was  one  of  my  objects  in  putting  in  the  reservoir. 

870.  Mr.  Hickey.)  Where  do  you  get  the  water  from?  From  my  hou-e.  It  goes  to  the  tank  by  gravitation, 
and  it  comes  down  by  gravitation.  The  fall  of  the  land  is  to  my  house. 

871.  Is  it  an  underground  tank?  No,  it  is  only  3  feet  in  the  ground. 

872.  What  is  the  source  of  supply,  other  than  the  catchment  from  the  house?  Nothing  bub  the  roof 
catchment. 

873.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Is  it  cement?  It  is  cemented  inside. 

874.  Air.  Hickey.)  It  is  an  ordinary  cemented  dam,  plus  the  roof  catchment?  It  is  a  roof  catchment  pure 
a  id  simple.  I  am  conserving  every  drop  of  rain  from  the  house.  The  object — growing  vegetables  in  a  dry 
time.  Before  I  had  that  system  completed  I  could  not  do  so;  in  fact,  now  I  have  not  sufficient  water  to 
irrigate  lucerne,  which  is  necessary  for  poultry.  If  I  had  plenty  of  water  I  could  keep  the  stock  well 
supplied  with  greenstuff. 

875.  Chairman,  j  And  if  you  had  more  water  you  could  increase  your  production?  Undoubtedly. 

876.  How  much  land  have  you  ?  Two  and  a  half  acres. 

877.  Have  you  any  other  land  in  the  shire?  No. 

878.  Have  you  made  up  your  mind  to  continue  to  live  there?  Yes. 

879.  Are  any  of  j'our  relatives  living  there  ?  My  father  live.?  next  door  and  finds  the  same  difficulties. 
He  had  to  put  in  a  reservoir,  the  same  as  I  had. 

880.  You  find  this  i\  servoir,  you  say,  provides  for  present  requirements  ?  Not  if  you  take  irrigation  in'o 
consideration.  In  a  dry  time  I  should  run  it  right  out.  I  have  to  be  careful  of  the  water  now  in  a  dry 
summer,  in  order  to  make  it  spin  out  the  season. 

881.  How  much  did  that  reservoir  cost,  approximately  ?  Between  £25  and  £30,  with  the  pipe-line  and 
everything,  and  in  addition  to  that  there  is  a  tank. 

882.  Mr.  Hickey.)  Are  they  earthenware  pipes?  No,  they  are  1  j  inch  galvanized-iron  pipes. 

883.  Chairman.)  And  have  you  introduced  any  special  system  in  connection  with  the  poultry  business,  to 
c  mserve  water  ?  Yes,  a  system  which  cuts  down  the  necessary  amount  of  water  by  about  one-half.  I  used 
to  use  the  old  kerosene  tin  method. 

884.  Mr.  Hickey.)  What  do  yTou  mean  by  the  old  kerosene  tin  method?  We  used  a  kerosene  tin  cut  in 
halves,  with  a  moon  shaped  piece  cut  out  of  the  side,  from  which  the  fowls  could  drink.  That  gets  hot 
very  soon,  and  in  about  two  or  three  days  the  water  deteriorates,  and  needs  to  be  replenished.  It  gets 
foul  by  the  birds  dropping  pieces  from  their  beaks.  They  drop  vegetable  matter,  Ac.,  into  the  water,  it 
starts  to  ferment  and  gets  sour,  and  the  next  day  or  the  day  after  you  have  to  throw  out  the  water  which 
remains.  Possibly  it  means  throwing  out  hah  a  gallon.  That  is  waste.  With  the  drinking  cups  that  I 
have  introduced,  in  cleaning  a  cup  out  you  only  lose  about  half-a-pint  of  water. 

885.  What  did  you  supplant  the  kerosene  tin  with?  It  is  Russell’s  Patent  Automatic  Watering  System. 

886.  Something  like  the  arrangements  for  ratering  chicks  and  birds — by  means  of  Brussel!  ware  ?  No,  it 

is  a  galvanized  iron  cup,  with  a  plug  in  the  bottom  and  a  valve  in  the  side,  in  which  the  water  only  comes 
to  a  certain  level.  887. 
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88 7.  Chairman.}  Is  it  a  fact  that  you  have  one  of  the  most  complete  watering  systems  in  and  about  the 
district  ?  I  believe  the  system  which  I  have  installed  is  as  complete  a  system  as  one  can  get. 

888.  And  it  has  cost  you  a  fair  amount  of  money  ?  Fully  £25  to  instal. 

8S9.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  we  are  considering  a  scheme  for  the  construction  of  an  adequate  water 
supply  for  the  Sutherland  Shire,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £140,000,  and  it  is  proposed  to  charge  interest 
and  working  expenses  and  administration  charges  in  the  shape  of  a  rate  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the 
land  ?  Yes. 

890.  Notwithstanding  the  arrangements  you  have  already  made,  are  you  willing  for  a  further  imposition 
to  be  made  as  regards  yourself  1  Yes,  I  am ;  because  I  believe  that  while  I  would  have  to  pay  a  little 
more,  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  whole  district.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  the  district  at 
the  present  time  needs  very  much.  The  productiveness  of  the  district  would,  I  think,  be  greatly 
enhanced. 

891.  Mr.  Hickey .]  In  which  direction?  In  this  direction.  Any  man  who  keeps  a  poultry-farm  in  the 
district,  if  he  has  water,  with  the  addition  of  the  fowl  manure  which  he  will  get  from  his  fowls,  can  grow 
anything.  I  mean  he  can  grow  enough  to  keep  his  own  family,  and  more  besides. 

892.  Chairman.  |  You  mean  in  the  way  of  vegetables,  fruit,  &c.  ?  Yes. 

893.  Have  you  discussed  this  scheme  with  anybody  ?  No,  I  have  not. 

894.  I  suppose  you  heard  about  it  through  the  Miranda  Bureau  1  Yes,  through  the  Miranda  Agricultural 
Bureau,  and  the  Press. 

895.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Mr.  Paine  is  a  member  of  that  bureau  ?  Yes. 

896.  Chairman.]  Were  you  present  at  the  recent  meeting  at  which  they  discussed  it  and  carried  a 
resolution  ?  No. 

897.  Your  support  of  this  proposal  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  better  to  carry  on  poultry- 
farming,  orcharding,  and  so  on  ?  Certainly. 

898.  You  really  have  not  become  established  yet,  have  you  ?  No,  I  cannot  say  I  am  established  ;  I  am 
building  my  plant  up ;  that  is  really  the  position  I  am  in. 

899.  And  you  are  meanwhile  doing  what  jobs  you  can  outside  your  property  in  order  to  make  ends 
meet  ?  Yes. 

900.  Mr.  Johnston .]  Have  you  lived  elsewhere  than  in  Sutherland  ?  At  Rockdale. 

901.  Have  you  ever  lived  at  such  places  as  Cobar,  Portland',  or  Bathurst?  I  have  spent  a  little  time  at 
Tam  worth. 

902.  Have  you  ever  lived  in  any  place  where  they  have  to  face  real  water  difficulties  ?  No,  I  have  not. 

903.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  average  rainfall  at  Miranda  and  Sutherland  ?  I  should  say  it  is 
approximately  the  same  as  in  S}rdney ;  about  48  inches,  I  believe. 

904.  Do  you  know  that  there  have  been  proposals  before  the  Public  Works  Committee,  for  water  supplies 
for  numbers  of  places  in  New  South  Wales,  where  the  rainfall  is  much  lower  than  at  Miranda?  I  cannot 
recall  any  to  mind  at  the  present  time. 

905.  Having  in  view  the  season  you  have  had  down  there,  if  you  had  the  water  that  this  scheme  would 
give  you,  would  you  have  erected  this  dam  ?  I  would  not  have  spent  the  money  I  have  spent  now.  This 
last  season  was  a  phenomenal  one,  and  it  has  not  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  upon  my  little  supply 
nearly  as  much  as  formerly. 

906.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  I  have  not  had  to  be  so  careful.  We  have  had  beautiful  rainfalls. 

907.  Have  you  had  to  be  careful  at  all  have  you  not  had  an  abundance  of  supply,  with  your  tank  of 
7,000  gallons  ?  No  ;  but  when  our  reservoir  supply  gets  down  to  a  certain  level  we  begin  to  get  careful  ; 
we  have  no  guarantee  when  the  next  rain  is  coming. 

908.  Exactly ;  but  have  you  not  had  an  abundant  supply  during  the  last  season  ?  Yes  ;  but  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  the  season  is  going  to  be  repeated 

909.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  You  have  not  been  there  very  long,  have  you  ?  About  three  and  a  half  years. 

910.  Do  you  knock  about  much  among  the  small  holders,  men  who  have  only  got  houses  there  for 
residence  ?  I  do  not  know  a  great  number  of  people.  In  what  way  do  you  mean  ? 

911.  Do  you  know  their  views  about  this  water  scheme — whether  they  are  prepared  to  pay  these  extra 
taxes  ?  I  have  not  discussed  the  scheme  with  people. 

912.  Then  you  can  only  speak  for  yourself?  I  am  only  speaking  for  myself.  I  know  this  :  the  season  I 
refer  to,  in  which  I  bought  water,  was  one  in  which  numbers  of  people  who  had  not  installed  systems  like 
mine  were  depending  upon  small  tanks,  and  these  tanks  soon  gave  out.  Mostly  they  have  1,000  gallon 
tanks,  and  in  a  dry  season  1,000  gallons  last  only  a  little  time. 

913.  Mr.  Johnston .J  These  are  the  people  you  were  speaking  of?  Yes.  They  then  have  to  buy  water, 
and  the  water  they  get  is  often  from  a  questionable  source. 

914  What  season  are  you  referring  to  ?  It  wTas  about  three  years  ago.  I  had  to  buy  water.  The  water 
I  obtained  for  my  poultry  was  from  an  adjacent  creek,  and  1  had  no  guarantee  that  it  Mould  not  do  my 
poultry  harm. 

915.  How  far  is  that  creek  away  from  you  ?  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

916.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  If  this  water  scheme  is  laid  on,  you  would  still  have  your  water  tanks,  and  you 
would  have  to  pay  extra  rates  for  this  ?  It  all  depends  upon  the  season.  If  I  increase  my  stock,  and  go 
on  as  I  hope  to  go  on,  1  shall  need  the  water. 

917.  Mr.  Johnson.}  There  is  a  regular  supply  in  the  creek ;  it  does  not  run  out,  as  far  as  your  knowledge 
is  concerned  ?  As  far  as  I  know,  it  is  permanent ;  but  I  could  not  guarantee  it. 

918.  Mr.  Hickey.}  You  are  a  poultry-farmer  ?  Yes. 

919.  What  number  of  poultry  have  you  ?  Between  300  and  400  head  at  the  present  time.  As  I  told  the 
Chairman,  I  am  just  working  the  farm  up.  Next  year  I  hope  to  have  more,  and  so  on. 

920.  You  have  incubators  ?  Yes. 

921.  That  is  barely  a  living,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  poultry -farmer  ?  Yes. 

922.  Can  you  earn  £3  10s.  a  week  ?  At  the  present  time  1  am  practically  living  on  my  capital,  M'orking 
up  the  poultry-farm. 

923.  How  long  have  you  been  a  poultry -farmer  ?  Since  I  left  the  Service,  about  six  or  seven  months  ago, 

924.  So  really  it  is  in  its  developmental  stages — you  have  only  just  entered  into  it?  Yes,  I  have  been 

working  it  up.  925. 
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9:35.  Chairman .]  Where  did  you  get  the  capital  from  ?  Every  penny  I  have  put  into  that  farm  is  my 
earnings — my  savings. 

926.  Mr.  Ilickey .]  Before  you  left  the  Government  Printing  Office,  I  suppose  you  were  a  dabbler  in  the 
poultry  business  ?  Yes,  gaining  experience. 

927.  Have  you  put  in  Langshans  and  Leghorns  ?  Mostly  Wyandottes. 

92b.  Do  you  do  anything  else  besides  work  the  poultry-farin'?  I  do  a  little  job  printing. 

929.  At  your  own  house  ?  Yes. 

930.  You  said  the  first  difficulty  you  were  up  against  was  the  water  difficulty  ?  It  was. 

931.  During  the  last  six  months  would  you  say  there  has  been  a  dearth  of  water  there?  No,  there  has 
been  an  abundant  supply  of  water ;  we  have  had  a  phenomenal  season. 

932.  So  you  have  had  no  difficulty  to  complain  of,  evidently  ?  No,  unless  you  want  to  touch  on  the  feed 
problem. 

933.  We  are  aware  of  that — the  poultry-farmers  are  keeping  us  reminded  of  it ; — you  have  not  bad  to  buy 
water  ?  Not  last  season. 

934.  What  is  the  area  of  the  reservoir  you  have  there — is  it  an  open  one?  No,  it  is  not. 

935.  I  was  going  to  suggest  that  you  are  losing  by  evaporation?  No,  it  is  bricked  inside  and  out. 

936.  What  were  you  boring  for — sub-artesian  water  ?  No,  spring  water. 

937.  What  did  you  do — put  a  shaft  down  ?  I  imitated  the  process  which  was  used  in  ascertaining  the  strata 
for  the  city  railway.  I  used  a  2-inch  auger  and  bored  down  30  feet  at  places  where  the  divining  rod  had 
indicated  there  was  water. 

938.  Who  used  the  divining  rod  ?  I  had  several  men  on  the  job, 

939.  Did  they  all  find  water?  Indications  of  water,  and  where  the  rod  showed  indications  I  went  down 
a  distance  and  tested  to  see  if  I  could  find  water  there.  I  could  not  experiment  further  than  that. 

9 10.  You  spoke  about  lucerne,  and  the  essentiality  of  water  for  the  production  of  lucerne ;  I  presume  you 
know  there  are  other  essential  things  in  the  growing  of  lucerne  besides  surface  irrigation  ; — I  mean  sub¬ 
soil,  the  class  of  soil,  and  the  depth  of  soil  ?  I  am  speaking  as  a  poultry-farmer,  and  from  the  experience 
I  have  had  so  far  I  should  say  that  lucerne  would  have  a  life  there  of  from  seven  to  ten  years. 

941.  In  inferior  lucerne  country?  I  am  speaking  of  where  I  am  now.  Seven  to  ten  years,  I  think,  would 
be  a  fair  thing,  if  there  were  sufficient  water  and  top  dressing  with  fowl  manure.  You  can  put  in  a  crop 
that  is  going  to  last  that  long,  with  a  little  labour  and  top  dressing  three  or  four  times  a  year.  With  the 
liberal  use  of  fowl  manure,  and  the  addition  of  water,  you  can  keep  going  for  several  years  in  planting 
annual  crops. 

942.  In  lucerne  growing,  of  course,  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  class  of  ground  in  which  it  is  planted 
Yes,  but  you  can  feed  it  up  by  top  dressing. 

943.  You  regard  lucerne  as  essential  to  poultry  business?  It  is  one  of  the  best  greenstuff's. 

944.  Did  you  ever  consider  using  trefoil,  which  is  readily  grown  everywhere?  Oh,  that  becomes  a  pest 
and  a  nuisance.  It  is  a  weed. 

945.  You  think  you  can  manage  lucerne  by  having  the  water  supply  ?  Yes. 

946.  Have  you  lucerne  growing  ?  Yes. 

947.  You  planted  that  before  you  left  your  position?  Yes. 

948.  What  quantity  of  water  do  you  consider  necessary  for  your  purpose  just  now  ?  That  would  Le  a 
hard  question  to  answer.  I  would  have  to  compute  how  much  the  fowls  consumed,  and  how  much  the 
household  consumption  was.  In  my  way  of  doiu6  it,  all  that  we  can  spare  goes  on  to  the  garden  for 
growing  vegetables. 

949.  Growing  vegetables  for  your  own  use  ?  Yes. 

950.  You  spoke  of  the  possibilities  of  orchard  growing  there?  There  are  some  nice  orchai’ds  ir  the  district. 

951.  Orchard  growing  could  not  be  carried  on  on  acres?  No,  at  my  place  I  have  put  in  a  few  fruit 
trees — mixed  tree3 — but  you  can  hardly  call  it  an  orchard. 

952.  This  is  not  an  inquisitorial  question,  as  you  may  suppose,  but  I  am  anxious  to  find  out  what  the 
possibilities  of  your  catchment  are; — how  many  rooms  are  there  in  your  house?  Four  rooms,  a  kitchen,  a 
washhouse,  a  back  verandah,  and  a  good  large  shed 

953.  What  do  you  use  the  shed  for  ?  For  storing  poultry  feed,  as  a  workshop,  <kc. 

954.  And  all  the  rain  from  the  roofs  is  conserved  and  runs  into  your  reservoir  ?  There  are  four  1,000-galloi 
tanks  on  to  the  shed,  as  well  as  the  reservoir. 

955.  So  the  reservoir  is  for  the  overflow  catchment?  Yes,  to  eliminate  as  much  of  the  waste  of  water  as 
we  can. 

956.  How  long  is  it  since  you  became  actively  interested  in  the  question  of  a  water  supply  up  there  ; — have 
you  heard  it  mooted  for  some  time  ?  As  far  as  this  scheme  is  concerned,  the  first  intimation  that  I  had  of 
it  was  when  I  saw  men  measuring  for  the  pipe-line  along  the  road. 

957.  That  was  for  the  estimate  ? 

958.  Chairman .]  Yes;  it  must  have  been  for  the  estimate. 

959.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Is  2|  acres  the  full  extent  of  your  interest  there?  Yes. 

960.  Is  it  a  freehold  block  ?  No,  leasehold. 

961.  Is  the  roof  of  your  house  galvanized  iron?  Yes. 

962.  Mr.  Johnston. ]  Supposing  you  want  to  increase  your  area,  is  there  any  land  available  that  you  can 
take  up  ? 

963.  Chairman.]  Any  land  adjoining  your  own  ?  There  is  land  adjoining  mine  at  a  price. 

964.  Who  owns  that,  do  you  know  ?  I  do  not  know  the  man’s  name.  There  is  a  block  alongside  me  that 
is  at  the  present  not  being  used  for  anything;  it  is  simply  fenced  in. 

965.  Is  there  any  land  that  you  can  take  up  anywhere  else  ?  Only  by  buying  leasehold  property. 

966.  Do  you  regard  the  price  of  the  land  next  to  you  as  prohibitive  ?  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  pay  it 
at  the  present  time. 

967.  Y  ou  have  had  previous  experience  at  poultry-fanning  before  you  left  the  Service?  In  experimental 
ways. 

968.  "W  hat  salary  were  you  receiving  when  you  left  the  Service?  £220  per  annum. 

969.  Inclusive  of  overtime?  I  practically  got  no  overtime,  or  very  little. 

970.  And  you  did  not  leave  there  for  any  reason  connected  with  your  health,  but  merely  to  make  a  living? 

To  seek  an  outdoor  vocation.  971. 
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971.  The  Chairman  at  this  stage  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  T.  W.  Keele : — • 

The  Chairman,  Select  Committee— Inquiry  into  Proposed  Woronora  Water  Supply. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  find  that  the  question  of  the  Woronora  Water  Supply  scheme  has  been  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and 
that  the  proposal  is  to  construct  a  dam  immediately  above  the  junction  of  the  Heathcote  Creek  and  Woronora  River,  and 
to  pump  therefrom  for  the, supply  of  Heathcote,  Sutherland,  Miranda,  and  Cronulla. 

972.  Chairman .]  That  is  not  quite  correct,  I  may  point  out  in  passing.  It  is  not  going  to  bo  pumped  from 
there,  but  it  is  going  to  be  distributed  by  gravitation. 

My  object  in  writing  you  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  scheme  which  was  formulated  by  me  ar.d 
brought  before  the  Public  Works  Committee  some  years  ago,  when  they  were  inquiring  into  the  amplification  of  the 
Sydney  water  supply.  This  proposal  was  also  referred  to  in  a  paper  read  by  me  before  the  Royal  Society  of  New  South 
Wales,  on  4th  July,  1917,  a  reprint  of  which  is  forwarded  to  you  herewith. 

973.  Chairman .]  Up  to  the  present  the  reprint  has  not  come  to  hand,  but  I  know  the  scheme  well.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Council  when  it  was  before  them,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  it. 

Briefly,  the  proposal  is  to  erect  a  dam  just  below  the  junction  of  the  Woronora  River  and  Waratah  Rivulet,  and  to 
convey  the  water  therefrom  direct  to  the  existing  canal,  at  a  point  near  to  the  Sugarloaf  Tunnel  for  the  supply  of  Sydney. 
At  the  places  where  the  O’Hare’s  Creek,  George’s  River,  and  intervening  creeks  cross  the  tunnel,  their  waters  would  be 
intercepted  by  small  dams,  and  dropped  down  into  the  tunnel  through  shafts. 

The  total  catchment  area  drained  by  this  tunnel  would  be  85  square  miles  of  country,  which  would  form  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  present  catchment  area — indeed  it  is  safe  to  say  that  in  a  very  few  years  it  will  be  absolutely 
indispensable  for  the  water  supply  of  Sydney. 

Now,  what  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  is  that  the  scheme  will  be  seriously  prejudiced  if  the  proposal  before  the 
Committee  is  carried  out,  for  this  reason,  viz.,  that  when  the  dam  at  the  junction  of  the  Waratah  Rivulet  with  the 
Woronora  River  is  being  constructed  there  will  be  a  large  number  of  men  employed,  and  the  polluted  water  passing  down 
the  river  could  not  be  diverted  from  the  reservoir  at  Heathcote  except  at  a  cost  which  would  be  prohibitive. 

974.  Chairman  ]  There,  the  idea  is,  that  if  the  big  scheme  should  be  undertaken  the  men  working  up-stream, 
so  to  speak,  would  contaminate  the  water  flowing  down  towards  the  dam,  which  Mr.  Smail  and  Mr.  Keele 
said  would  form  a  supplementary  scheme  to  the  big  scheme. 

These  conditions  are  altogether  different  from  those  which  obtained  during  the  construction  of  the  Cataract  Dam 
In  that  case  it  was  possible  to  allow  the  polluted  Cataract  River  water  to  pass  through  a  sluice  in  the  Cataract  Weir  at 
Broughton’s  Pass,  the  clear  water  passing  out  from  the  Nepean  Tunnel  being  carried  in  a  flume  over  the  polluted  water 
and  discharged  into  the  Cataract  Tunnel  for  the  supply  of  Sydney.  When  freshets  in  the  Cataract  River  occurred,  the 
polluted  water  was  prevented  from  mingling  with  the  clean  water  by  closing  the  valves  in  the  Cataract  Tunnel  and  allowing 
the  polluted  water  to  pass  down  the  river. 

There  is  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  in  the  present  case,  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  to  be  well  worth  your 
consideration,  viz.,  to  dispense  with  the  construction  of  a  storage  dam  at  the  junction  of  Heathcote  Creek  with  the 
Woronora  River,  and  to  put  in  the  foundation  for  the  large  dam  at  the  junction  of  the  Waratah  Rivulet  with  the  river, 
and  on  this  foundation  to  erect  a  small  dam,  say  15  or  20  feet  high,  which  could  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
form  part  of  the  subsequent  large  dam,  which  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  Sutherland,  Cronulla,  &c., 
for  the  next  few  years. 

975.  Chairman .]  Evidently  he  wants  to  raise  it  up  to  let  certain  water  pass  underneath. 

Until  the  big  dam  is  proceeded  with  the  water  might  be  allowed  down  the  river  channel  as  required,  and  be 
intercepted  by  a  low  weir  at  the  Heathcote  junction,  sufficient  to  form  an  engine  pond  in  connection  with  the  pumping 
station. 

If  the  Committee  will  call  for  an  estimate  of  this  proposal - - 

976.  Chairman .]  He  gives  a  little  sketch,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  gives  a  little  rise  to  the  storage  dam. 
The  Committee  can  see  that  later. 

it  will  probably  be  found  not  to  very  greatly  exceed  the  estimate  for  the  proposal  which  is  now  before  them,  and  any  little 
excess  would  surely  be  warranted  under  the  circumstances. 

In  my  opinion  the  requirements  of  the  water  supply  for  Sydney  should  be  paramount  over  all  other  considerations, 
and  nothing  should  be  permitted  which  would  be  likely  to  prejudice  the  interests  of  this  great  service. 

I  am  at  present  on  my  annual  leave,  otherwise  I  would  have  applied  to  you  to  give  evidence  personally  on  this 
matter.  Should  the  inquiry  not  be  completed  before  the  8th  March,  I  will  be  in  Sydney  on  that  day  and  can  attend  the 
inquiry  and  supply  any  further  particulars  required. — Yours  faithfully,  T.  W.  Keele. 

977.  Chairman .]  I  think,  gentlemen,  we  may  leave  the  consideration  of  this  letter  till  a  later  stage.  We 
can  look  through  it  to-morrow,  and  we  can  call  Mr.  de  Burgh  and  Mr.  Smail,  I  think,  to  explain  to  us  just 
exactly  how  that  would  affect  the  present  proposal. 

978.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  How  will  these  water  rates  compare  with  the  water  rate  in  the  city  of  Sydney  1 

979.  Chairman.]  It  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  comparison. 

980.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Will  they  be  higher  than  the  water  rate  for  Sydney — that  is,  per  head  of  the 

population  1 

981.  Chairman .]  It  will  be  a  higher  rate.  The  price  of  water  supplied  in  Sydney  D  lid.  for  1,000 
gallons  ;  under  this  scheme  it  would  be  about  Is.  4d.  Under  this  particular  proposal  the  water  rate  and 
the  interest  would  be  all  amalgamated,  and  would  be  levied  by  a  single  charge  on  the  unimproved  value  of 

the  land. 

982.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  And  have  you  any  idea  as  to  how  it  would  compare  with  the  rates  in  Sydney  ? 

983.  Chairman.]  The  only  way  in  which  you  can  compare  them  is  this  :  In  Sydney  there  is  a  uniform  rate 
of  lid.  per  1,000  gallons.  Mr.  Millner,  President  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  tells  me  that  the  actual 
cost  to  his  Department  varies  from  suburb  to  suburb,  but  he  puts  the  good  against  the  bad,  and  it  averages 
lid.  This  scheme,  being  a  distinct  scheme,  has  to  be  on  a  different  footing,  audit  works  out  at  about 
Is.  44d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

984.  Mr.  Hickey.]  Naturally  the  ccst  in  regard  to  the  Sidney  scheme  must  be  cheaper,  because  it  is  not 
necessary  to  carry  the  mains  so  far  in  Sydney. 

985.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Do  these  high  rates  justify  the  belief  that  it  will  lead  to  closer  settlement,  and  to  an 
increase  in  the  local  population  1 

686.  Chairman.]  The  rates  on  the  unimproved  value  of  land  would  attract  people,  because  it  would 
improve  the  value  of  the  land.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  doubt  about  it  assisting  settlement. 
987.  Mr.  Hickey.]  We  can  discuss  these  things  later. 
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John  Lawless,  duly  sworn,  and  examined  : — ■ 

988.  Chairman .]  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  Lawless?  Croydon-street,  Cronulla. 

989.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  district?  Six  or  seven  years. 

990.  Where  did  you  live  before  that?  Col ar,  Broken  Hill,  and  White  Clifts. 

991.  What  is  your  occupation  ?  Park-ranger. 

992.  Mr.  Hickey  ]  A  National  Park  ranger?  No,  a  ranger  for  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council. 

993.  Chairman .]  The  parks  to  which  you  refer  are  other  than  the  National  Park,  an  1  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  local  Council?  Yes. 

994.  You  have  had  soma  experiences  accruing  through  the  want  of  water?  Yes. 

995.  Will  you  tell  tlx  i  Committee  what  these  experiences  are?  If,  in  the  summer  time,  for  five  or  six 

weeks  before  Christmas,  we  have  n  >  rain,  the  water  supply  is  very  bad  and  scarce.  People  come  thAre,  and 
the  water  from  the  tanks,  when  it  gets  low,  is  not  tit  to  drink.  People  come  there  with  horses,  and  cannot 

get  a  drink  for  them.  I  have  had  to  boy  water  there  myself,  and  get  it  carted. 

996.  Do  you  own  land  there?  No. 

997.  You  pay  rent  ?  Yts. 

998.  You  have  heard  som  Thing  about  the  proposal  to  get  a  water  supply  for  Sutherland  ?  Yes. 

999.  Suppose  that  proposal  ware  carried  out,  an  l  there  was  a  charge  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the  land, 
and  that  the  owner  inc.'eissl  your  rent  so  as  to  cover  that  increase,  would  you  be  prepared  to  pay  that  in 
order  to  get  the  water  supply  ?  I  would. 

1000.  I  do  not  wisli  to  appear  inquisitive,  but  you  do  not  get  a  very  large  salary  ?  No  ;  £3  a  week  is  my 
wages. 

1001.  Why  do  you  think  that  would  bean  advantage  to  you  to  pay  that  extra  rent  to  get  the  water 
supply  ?  In  summer  time  I  have  to  get  water  carted,  if  we  have  five  or  six  dry  we  k.s  before  Christmas, 
or  at  any  time  in  the  year.  I  have  only  one  tank. 

1002.  The  last  two  seasons  have  been  exceptionally  wet?  Yes  ;  last  season  especially. 

1003.  Before  that,  did  you  observe  that  this  trouble  occurred  nearly  every  year?  Yes;  nearly  every 
year. 

1004.  Mr.  Johnston  ]  Mr.  Lawless,  you  have  lived  in  Cobar  ?  Yes. 

1005.  How  long  were  you  there  ?  Fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

1006.  Now,  as  compared  with  Cronulla,  how  did  you  find  the  conditions  in  Cobar  for  the  want  of  water? 
It  is  better  water  than  you  get  down  in  Cronulla. 

1007.  Of  better  quality  ?  The  water  was  laid  on  at  Cobar  from  the  reservoir,  through  the  town. 

1008.  During  your  fourteen  or  fifteen  years’  residence  there  h  ul  you  any  experience  of  the  want  of  water? 
Not  while  I  was  there. 

1009.  Not  during  tin  whole  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ?  No  ;  one  season  was  the  only  time. 

1010.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Wore  you  there  in  1902,  the  drought  year?  No,  T  was  at  White  Clifts,  I  think,  then. 

1011.  Mr.  Johnston .]  Were  you  there  in  1911  ?  Yes,  there  was  very  little  shortage  of  water  then.  It  got 
a  bit  low  once. 

1012.  Do  you  rennmber  the  scheme  being  proposed  in  Cobar  with  which  Mr.  Leah  was  connected  ; — was 
that  not  a  scheme  for  bringing  water  from  the  Darling  River,  across  the  country,  to  Cobar?  I  do  not 
remember  it. 

1013.  You  have  never  heard  of  it  ?  No. 

1014.  Across  hundreds  of  miles  of  country,  with  reservoirs  on  the  way?  I  never  heard  of  it. 

1015.  Do  you  remember  public  meetings,  urging  the  Government  to  consider  the  necessity  of  building  a  big 
storage  dam,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Cobar,  Nyngan,  and  the  interlying  places?  No,  I  never  heard 
anything  about  it. 

1016.  Were  you  on  any  of  the  public  bodies  while  you  were  there?  Only  the  Fire  Brigade. 

1017.  How  long  is  it  since  you  had  to  buy  water  at  Cronulla?  Two  years. 

1018.  How  much  did  you  buy?  One  hundred  gallons  at  a  time. 

1019.  How  much  altogether  ?  About  four  tanks  in  the  year. 

1020.  At  the  present  time  you  have  one  tank?  Yes. 

1021.  Holding  1,000  gallons  ?  Yes. 

1022.  In  whose  employ  are  you  ?  The  Sutherland  Shire  Council. 

1023.  You  are  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Shire  Clerk,  I  suppose?  Yes. 

1024.  He  is  really  your  boss?  Yes. 

1025.  Mr.  Brookfield .]  You  said,  Mr.  Lawless,  that  you  would  be  quite  prepared  to  pay  for  the  water,  for 
the  extra  convenience  ?  Yes. 

1026.  Of  course,  you  understand  that  even  if  your  tank  is  full  you  have  to  pay  for  the  water,  whether  you 
use  it  or  not  ?  Yes,  if  the  landlord  will  put  the  water  on. 

1027.  Even  if  nature  is  bountiful, and  the  rain  pours  down,  you  still  will  have  to  pay  for  this  water,  which 
possibly  you  will  not  require  ?  Yes. 

1028.  You  understand  that?  Yes,  but  I  think  the  conditions  would  be  better. 

1029.  Mr.  Hickey .]  How  long  have  you  been  at  Cronulla?  Six  or  seven  years,  this  time;  I  have  been 
there  before. 

1030.  During  that  time  you  have  bought  400  gallons  of  water?  I  have  bought  more  thin  that.  Two 
years  ago,  it  was,  the  gentleman  asked  about. 

1031.  How  do  they  overcome  the  water  shortage  at  Cronulla?  By  a  tank  on  wheels.  A  cart  carries  it 
round,  in  a  little  round  tank. 

1032.  What  do  you  pay  for  100  gallons.  It  all  depends.  If  you  have  your  tank  on  the  ground,  it  is 
2s.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons ;  but  if  you  have  to  pull  it  up  any  distance  out  of  the  cart,  by  bucket,  to  put  it 
into  the  tanks,  it  may  cost  up  to  4s. 

1033.  Chairman.]  Before  I  resume  taking  evidence,  gentlemen,  I  would  like  to  make  a  short  statement 
upon  an  aspect  of  this  question  that  has  not  been  touched  upon,  but  which  has  been  constantly  in  my 
mind  : — 

I  want  to  inform  the  Committee  that  although  I  deem  the  work  under  consideration  long  overdue  and  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  health  and  convenience,  yet  in  my  opinion  the  Federal  Government’s  call  for  monetary  aid  in 
tarrying  on  the  war  must  have  priority.  The  tentative  arrangements  made  for  obtaining  the  money  for  the  work  we  have 

under 


43 


Witnesses — J.  Lawless  and  A.  Brown,  1  March,  1918. 

under  review  were  made  soma  time  ago,  when  a  further  Federal  War  Loan  was  not  within  measurable  distance.  However, 
the  Commonwealth  Government  are  again  appealing  for  funds,  and  it  is  our  first  and  highest  duty  to  hear  and  apswer  their 
appeal.  Consequently  1  have  to  day  sent  an  intimation  to  the  intending  lenders,  to  the  effect  that  until  the  War  Loan  has 
been  fully  subscribed,  no  money  should  be  withheld  for  the  purpose  of  this  Avork.  It  would  be  infinitely  better  that  the 
satisfaction  of  the  urgent  and  important  wants  of  my  constituents  should  be  further  postponed,  and  their  anticipations 
disappointed,  than  that  the  War  Loan  should  find  a  competitor  in  the  financial  market.  Still,  I  hope  the  Government  and 
Parliament  will  sanction  the  work,  because  I  am  confident  the  War  Loan  will  be  fully  subscribed,  and  that  there  will  be 
capital  available  to  proceed  with  the  Sutherland  Water  Supply  Scheme  almost  immediately,  and  thus  provide  much-needed 
work  for  many  unemployed. 

That  is  my  statement  to  the  Committee.  I  wanted  to  make  that  especially  clear,  because  it  has  been  in 
my  mind  light  from  the  commencement,  and  1  do  not  Avant  it  to  be  overlooked  by  the  Select  Committee. 

1034.  Mr,  Hickey. ]  Of  course,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  Would  have  discussed  the  financial  aspect  of  this  thing 
in  any  case,  when  we  completed  the  evidence. 

1035.  J fr.  Millard.]  What  do  I  understand,  Mr.  Chairman — that  we  go  on  with  the  Committee’s 
report  ? 

1036.  Chairman .]  We  will  complete  the  work  we  have  in  hand. 

1037.  Mr.  Millard.  ]  We  can  let  Parliament  sanction  it  in  the  meanwhile? 

1038.  Chairman .]  Yes. 

1039.  Mr.  Millard .  ]  With  a  proviso  that  it  will  not  be  commenced  until  the  War  Loan  is 
completed  ? 

1040.  Chairman.]  Exactly.  The  War  Loan  will  close  on  13th  April.  It  is  not  my  intention  that  there 
shall  be  any  conflict  in  the  financial  market  with  this  proposal,  but  that  the  market  shall  be  left  quite  free 
until  the  War  Loan  is  closed. 


Alexander  Brown,  sworn,  and  examined 

1041.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  live,  Mr.  Brown?  Gerrale-sfreet,  Cronulla. 

1042.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Cronulla  and  the  district?  Six  years. 

1043.  What  occupation  do  you  follow  ?  Wood  and  coal  merchant.  I  keep  a  refreshment  room,  and  I  do 
cartage. 

1044.  Do  you  supply  wood  and  coal  ?  Yes. 

1045.  And  you  are  a  general  carrier?  Yes. 

1046.  You  have  a  small  refreshment  room  ; — is  it  for  holiday  traffic,  or  do  you  keep  it  open  all  the  time  ? 
Always. 

1047.  During  your  stay  at  Cronulla,  haye  you  ever  experienced  any  shortage  of  water  ?  Yes. 

1048.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  any  experiences  you  haye  had  there  ?  I  have  had  to  cart  water  in  dry 


I  daresay  for  a  couple  of  months. 


One  of  them  is  at  Miranda,  and 


times. 

1049.  How  often  have  you  had  to  do  that?  Pretty  often.  When  we  had  two  or  three  dry  seasons. 

1050.  You  say  pretty  often  ;; — haye  you  had  to  cart  Avater  this  year?  No,  not  this  year. 

1051.  Last  year  ?  Yes. 

1052.  Approximately,  how  often  did  you  have  to  cart  water  last  year? 

1053.  And  the  year  before  that,  do  you  recollect?  Not  for  certain. 

1054.  Did  you  cart  any  Avater  before  that  year  ?  Yes. 

1055.  You  generally  had  to  in  dry  seasons  ?  Yes. 

1056.  Have  you  carted  water  for  other  people  ?  Yes. 

1057.  Much  ?  A  good  drop. 

1058.  Do  you  own  any  land  there  ?  Yes. 

1059.  Hoav  much?  One  allotment  in  Cronulla,  and  two  more  besides, 
one  at  Sutherland. 

1060.  Are  they  lai’ge  or  small  blocks  ?  Small. 

1061.  Approximately,  what  size?  One  is  50  feet ;  the  one  at  Miranda,  20  feet;  and  the  one  at  Cronulla, 
44  feet. 

1062.  Mr.  Millard.]  You  say  the  one  at  Miranda  has  only  20  feet  frontage?  Yes,  it  is  a  business 
block,  and  has  a  shop  on  it. 

1063.  Do  you  live  on  the  block  at  Crpnulla  ?  No. 

1064.  You  live  in  a  house  belonging  to  someone  else?  Yes,  I  pay  rent. 

1065.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  scheme  before  this  Committee  for  consideration,  to  supply  the  Suther¬ 
land  Shire  xvith  water  ?  Yes. 

106fi.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  intended  to  charge  the  interest  on  the  capital  cost  of  the  scheme,  and  the 
charges  and  expenses,  by  levying  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the  land  in  the  shire?  Yes. 

1067.  Are  you,  as  an  owner  of  property,  prepared  to  bear  that. charge?  Yes,  certainly. 

1068.  Have  you  tajked  over  the  proposal  with  anybody  ?  No,  not  exactly. 

1069.  Have  you  heard  any  objections  to  the  water  coming?  No. 

1070.  Or  to  the  rate  being  levied  on  the  unimproved  value?  No. 

1071.  What  is  your  opinion  about  it— do  you  think  it  will  be  a  good  thing?  I  think  it  is  necessary. 

1072.  Mr.  Hickey.]  The  Avater  you  use  is  for  purely  domestic  purposes?  No,  I  use  it  for  the  horses,  too. 

1073.  Have  you  any  garden — do  you  do  any  hosing?  No. 

1074.  How  many  fiorees  have  you  ?  Tavo. 

1075.  Of  course  your  stable  is  not  drained  do  you  do  any  hosing  at  all  ?  No,  no  hosing. 

1076.  Have  you  had  to  cart  a  great  deal  of  water  for  yourself?  Yes. 

1077.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  as  to  how  much  you  carted  the  year  before  last?  No,  I  was  carting  for 
weeks  and  weeks  before  the  rain  came. 

1078.  Did  you  cart  ten  or  a  dozen  tanks  ?  More  than  that. 

1079.  When  you  cart  the  Avater  where  dp  you  store  it?  In  the  house  tanks. 

1080.  Do  yog  put  jt  in  tbe  tanks  by  means  of  a  pump,  or  a  bucket  ?  I  have  to  bucket  it,  out  of  the  tank 
in  the  cart  into  tl]e  otjjer  tank. 

1081.  When  you  supply  people  wijih  water  have  you  to  put  it  in  their  tanks  with  a  bucket?  Yes,  and 

sometimes  the  tanks  are  very  high.  1082. 
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1082.  Of  course,  you  could  overcome  that  laborious  work  by  means  of  a  pump,  or^another  pipe?  It  takes 
a  long  time. 

1083.  Where  do  you  cart  the  water  from  ?  I  cart  the  house  water  from  the  tramway  tank  at  the  terminus. 

1084.  Near  Loftus  ?  No,  near  Cronulla  ;  they  bring  it  down  by  tram. 

1085.  How  far  have  you  to  cart  it  then?  About  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 


Thomas  Dowling,  sworn,  and  examined  : — • 

1086.  Chairman .]  Where  do  you  reside  ?  At  Cronulla. 

1087.  Do  you  own  any  land  there?  Only  the  house  we  live  in. 

1088.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  any  other  part  of  the  Shire  of  Sutherland?  A  little  bit  at  Heathcote. 

1089.  How  much?  About  200  feet  x  300  feet,  I  think. 

1090.  Apart  from  these  areas  you  own  nothing?  None  whatever. 

1091.  You  carry  on  business  at  Cronulla  ?  I  own  the  house,  and  my  wife  conducts  a  boarding  establish¬ 
ment. 

1092.  How  long  have  you  been  there?  Seven  and  a  half  years. 

1093.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  shire?  That  is  the  whole  time. 

1094.  During  that  whole  time  has  your  boarding-house  been  carried  on?  Yes. 

1095.  And  have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  through  the  want  of  water?  Considerable  difficulty. 

1096.  Would  you  mind  relating  to  the  Committee  any  particular  instance  with  regard  to  it?  In  carrying 
on  a  boarding-house,  especially  by  the  seaside,  you  have  a  considerable  number  of  people  at  Christmas 
time,  and  up  till  about  Easter,  or  to  the  1st  May.  About  January  there  is  a  great  strain  at  Cronulla  in 
regard  to  the  water  supply.  People  go  into  the  surf,  and  they  afterwards  want  to  have  a  shower  bath. 
We  had  to  limit  them  considerably.  It  got  so  strong  that  we  had  to  cut  out  our  laundry  work  at  Cronulla, 
and  we  had  to  send  that  work  to  Hurstville.  That  applies  to  the  other  boarding-houses,  also,  and  to  the 
hotel.  That  laundry  work  has  to  be  carted  about  8  miles,  to  Hurstville,  and  8  miles  back  to  Cronulla, 
that  is  1 6  miles.  These  are  the  difficulties  which  concern  me;  then  we  had  to  buy  water  for  use  in 
connection  with  the  establishment.  We  take  about  25  boarders  at  our  place,  and  we  are  not  the  largest 
there.  There  are  two  or  three  establishments  which  take  larger  numbers  of  boarders. 

1097.  Have  you  had  to  buy  water  for  drinking  as  well  as  for  other  purposes  ?  Yes.  It  is  put  into  the 
tank  when  we  buy  it,  and  then  distributed  for  whatever  purpose  it  is  required. 

1098.  Do  you  think  the  need  for  carting  water  has  been  due  to  the  extravagance  of  persons  staying  with 
you  in  its  use  ?  No. 

1099.  In  using  it  for  showers,  or  for  plunge  baths  ?  They  get  shower  baths  in  Sydney,  and  they  expect 
to  get  them  when  they  come  there,  and  of  course  we  cannot  supply  them ;  plunge  baths  are  out  of  the 
question. 

1100.  Have  you  heard  of  the  scheme  to  supply  Sutherland  with  a  water  supply  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
£140,000?  I  have  read  about  it  in  the  paper.  I  do  not  know  much  about  it,  except  that  it  is  a  scheme 
put  forward  by  the  Government.  I  think  that  I  read  some  evidence  given  by  Mr.  de  Burgh. 

1101.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  details  of  the  scheme,  but  I  well  tell  you  that,  approximately,  the 
estimated  cost  is  £140,000,  and  that  proposal  is  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  that,  and 
the  working  charges  and  administrative  expenses,  including  the  renewals,  by  raising  a  rate  on  the 
unimproved  capital  value  of  the  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire.  That  is  the  financial  aspect  of  it.  That 
would  mean  an  additional  imposition  on  the  lands  which  you  own  ?  That  is  so. 

1 1 02.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  pay  an  additional  rate  to  cover  these  charges  ?  It  would  be  advantageous 
to  have  the  water,  and  therefore  I  am  quite  willing  to  pay  it.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  doubt 
about  people  deriving  a  benefit  from  having  tho  water. 

1103.  You  meet  the  permanent  residents  of  Cronulla  ?  Every  day. 

1104.  I  mean  apart  from  your  own  boarders,  you  meet  people  of  Cronulla;  have  you  heard  them 
express  any  opinion  about  this  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  they  are  very  anxious  to  get  a  permanent  supply  of 
water,  and  that  they  are  quite  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

1105.  There  are  a  fair  number  of  permanent  residents  at  Cronulla,  are  there  not?  Yes.  A  great  number 
of  people  have  come  there  during  the  last  year  or  two.  You  can  tell  it  by  the  school  attendance.  When 
I  first  went  there,  there  were  about  eighty  pupils  at  the  school.  Since  then  the  school  has  been  enlarged, 
and  I  think  now,  taking  in  Miranda,  there  are  nearly  600  pupils.  That  is  a  very  fair  gauge  as  to  the 
progress  which  has  taken  place 

1106.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  a  rough  idea  as  to  the  approximate  number  of  permanent  residents  in 
Cronulla,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  population  has  increased  by  the  influx  of  visitors  during  the  summer  ? 
I  can  give  you  the  approximate  increase,  but  not  the  number  of  permanent  residents.  In  winter,  however, 
the  people  who  stay  in  Cronulla  are  regarded  as  permanent  people.  There  seem  to  be  about  1,000  people 
in  Cronulla  during  the  winter,  and  in  January,  February,  and  March,  I  think,  the  population  would 
average  5,000.  I  think  it  would  be  about  five  times  the  winter  population.  I  looked  at  the  picture  show 
coming  out  the  other  night,  and  I  was  amazed  to  see  the  crowd  which  left  it.  It  is  right  at  the  rear  of 
our  premises,  and  at  about  10  o’clock  I  thought  I  was  in  Pitt-street.  These  are  week-end  people,  most  of 
whom  would  go  away  on  Sunday  night  or  Monday  morning  ;  still  they  all  need  water.  They  want  to  keep 
clean. 

1107.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Of  course,  your  entire  interest  at  Cronulla  is  centred  in  the  boarding  establishment? 
Yes. 

1108.  You  assist  in  that,  of  course?  Yes. 

1109.  With  regard  to  the  washing — you  do  not  have  to  wash  for  the  boarders,  do  you?  No. 

1110.  What  you  refer  to  is  the  household  washing?  There  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  household  washing, 
with  the  amount  of  bed-room  linen,  &c. 

1111.  You  have  been  in  Cronulla  about  six  years  ?  Seven  and  a  half  years. 

1112.  Your  evidence  touches  entirely  upon  Cronulla.  Do  you  know  the  other  parts  of  the  district?  No, 

mostly  Cronulla.  I  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  Miranda,  but  nothing  of  Sutherland.  I  visit  the  poultry 
farmers  at  Miranda  frequently,  and  therefore  come  in  touch  with  them,  1113. 
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1113.  In  a  friendly  way  ?  No,  in  a  business  way.  We  need  their  things  for  the  table. 

1114.  It  is  generally  held  that  where  there  is  not  a  water  supply  laid  on  in  a  town,  shower  baths  are  not 
a  practicable  institution.  Do  other  boarding  houses  supply  shower  baths  to  the  people  who  go  there  ?  I 
have  not  been  in  the  other  boarding  houses,  but  we  supply  them  as  far  as  practicable.  We  take  it  that 
there  is  a  smaller  amount  of  water  necessary  for  a  shower  bath  than  would  be  required  for  a  plunge  bath. 
We  simply  state  the  case  to  our  boarders.  We  have  a  swinging  appliance  for  the  shower  bath,  and  we 
say  “  There  is  the  machine ;  you  have  to  work  it  yourself.”  They  do  not  waste  much  water  with  a  shower 
like  that. 

1115.  Chairman ]  The  object  in  most  cases  is  to  wash  off  the  salt  water  after  the  surf,  is  it  not?  I 
think  so. 

1116.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  value  of  salt  water  immersion  is  to  leave  the  salt  on  ?  Every 
doctor  who  stays  at  my  place  leaves  the  salt  on,  but  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  argue  with  the  boarders  that 
it  is  good  for  them  to  leave  the  salt  on. 

1117.  I  suppose  they  are  a  fairly  good  class  of  people  who  stay  there — I  mean  well  fixed  in  life? 
Cronulla  has  the  reputation  of  attracting  the  best  class  of  people. 

11 18.  The  most  profitable  class  of  customer?  It  is  quite  the  best  thing  to  do.  There  is  a  very  easy  way 
of  destroying  a  watering  place  —  to  encourage  people  who  will  not  take  care  of  the  surroundings,  that  is  to 
say,  in  the  park  and  on  the  beach.  Such  people  are  hard  to  manage,  and  it  is  not  a  good  thing  to  encourage 
them.  We  get  a  lot  of  people  from  the  backblocks,  who  come  from  200  or  300  miles  for  a  holiday.  They 
live  in  the  backblocks  the  whole  year,  and  then  they  give  their  family  a  month  at  Cronulla,  and  it  is  worth 
all  the  money  that  it  costs  them. 

1119.  Chairman .]  You  mean  from  the  health  point  of  view?  Yes. 

1120.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Are  there  many  empty  houses  there  during  the  winter?  A  good  many.  As  I  said, 
the  population  is  about  five  times  as  great  in  the  summer  as  it  is  in  the  winter. 

1121.  Chairman .]  Is  the  residential  population  increasing?  Yes,  there  are  many  people  who  have  made  a 
little  money,  and  who  by  judicious  investment  can  live  without  working. 

1122.  Mr.  Hickey .]  Retired  people?  Yes.  These  people  come  to  live  at  Cronulla,  and  there  are  other 
people  who  come  from  there  in  to  work  every  day  to  the  city.  It  is  a  long  distance  to  come,  but  it  is 
worth  it.  My  boy  did  it  for  three  years.  He  used  to  catch  the  7  o’clock  tram  in  the  morning,  and  land 
in  the  city  at  a  quarter  to  9.  It  cost  him  a  good  deal,  but  I  thought  it  was  worth  it  to  get  him  home 
at  night.  I  do  not  say  that  Cronulla  is  better  than  any  other  place,  but  I  think  that  probably  there 
are  twenty  men  who  come  up  to  the  city  regularly.  I  think  the  residential  portion  of  the  place  is 
increasing. 

1123.  From  a  residential  standpoint  it  would  have  most  attraction  to  those  who  have  retired,  and  are  not 
under  the  necessity  to  go  to  work?  Yes,  at  the  present  time  it  is  so. 


Robert  William  Cook,  Shire  Councillor,  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined  : — • 

1124.  Chairman .]  You  are  a  member  of  the  Sutherland  Shire  Council?  Yes,  and  have  been  since  its 
inception  in  1906. 

1125.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Sutherland  Shire  ?  Twenty -seven  years. 

1126.  Have  you  carried  on  business  in  Sutherland  Shire?  Yes;  I  was  a  coach  proprietor  before  the 
tram  ran  to  Cronulla.  Since  then  I  have  been  a  boat-proprietor  on  the  Woronora  River. 

1127.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Shire  Council  when  the  scheme  was  placed  before  it  by 
me  ?  Yes,  it  was  at  my  suggestion. 

1128.  Are  you  aware  that  the  cost  of  the  scheme  is  to  be  borne  by  a  levy  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the 
land  ?  Yes. 

1129.  Have  you  much  land  in  Sutherland  Shire?  About  20  acres,  on  the  Woronora  River  and  at 
Sutherland. 

1130.  How  much  have  you  on  the  river?  Six  acres. 

1131.  And  at  Sutherland  ?  Fourteen  acres. 

1 132.  Are  you  prepared  to  bear  the  additional  rate  as  proposed  ?  Yes. 

1133.  What  is  your  view  of  the  proposed  work  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  community  interested,  and 
also  from  the  national  standpoint  ?  The  water  supply  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  district.  For  myself, 
I  have  a  big  concreted  well,  and  I  have  any  quantity  of  water  for  my  own  use  ;  but  the  scheme  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  the  district,  because  every  summer,  with  the  exception  of  the  present  one,  the  Council  has 
been  pestered  to  provide  sufficient  water  for  the  people  of  Cronulla  and  Sutherland  district.  We  have  to 
pay  something  like  3s.  a  100  gallons  for  water  for  building.  I  am  building  at  Sutherland,  and  I  have  put 
down  a  well  and  concreted  it.  I  consider  that  when  the  building  is  finished  I  shall  save  £7  or  £8  on  the 
cost  of  the  well  by  the  water  that  I  will  catch. 

1134.  Mr.  Hickey .]  In  the  year?  On  the  building  alone  £7  or  £8  a  year.  We  have  considered  various 
schemes  for  supplying  water  for  the  district ;  but  the  proposed  scheme  is,  to  my  mind,  the  only  one  which 
will  supply  it  properly.  It  would  also  supplement  the  water  supply  of  Penshurst,  if  required. 

1135.  You  have  been  amongst  what  are  known  as  the  working-class  people  of  the  district  ?  Yes. 

1136.  You  are  constantly  in  touch  with  these  people?  Yes. 

1137.  What  are  their  views  in  regard  to  having  a  water  supply  ?  I  have  heard  no  opposition  against  a 
water  supply  scheme. 

1138.  Have  you  heard  anything  in  favour  of  it  ?  Yes.  There  is  always  an  agitation  for  if,  and  Sutherland 
is  populated  chiefly  by  workers.  The  whole  of  the  population  of  Sutherland  and  district,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  that  of  Cronulla,  is  chiefly  a  working  one,  and  the  want  of  a  water  supply  has  prevented  others 
from  living  there. 

1133.  Is  the  tenure  of  your  land  freehold  or  leasehold?  Freehold  and  leasehold.  I  have  14  acres  of 
freehold  and  the  remainder  leasehold. 

1140.  Have  not  most  of  the  people  in  your  district  leasehold  if  they  have  not  freehold,  because  it  is  so 
cheap?  Yes.  Most  of  the  land  is  leasehold. 

1141.  Comparatively  few  people  in  the  district  have  not  a  lease  holding?  There  are  a  great  number  of 

freeholders,  1142. 
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1142.  They  go  there  to  make  their  homes  ?  Yes.  The  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  Company  has  cut  up  its* 
land,  and  there  is  practically  very  little  leasehold  to  be  had  now  with  the  exception  of  some  rugged  land 
that  no  one  will  take  up. 

1143.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  most  of  the  working  men  in  your  district  are  endeavouring  to  make  their  own 
homes  on  odd  blocks  of  freehold  or  leasehold  land,  and  that  they  are  greater  in  proportion  than  similar 
people  in  the  metropolitan  area?  Yes. 

1144.  Mr.  Osborne .]  Do  not  the  majority  of  the  residents  of  Sutherland  live  in  their  own  houses?  In 
Sutherland  township  there  are  a  good  many  tenants. 

1145.  Renting  houses  ?  Yes.  A  little  further  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the  town  they  have  their 
own  little  holdings. 

1146.  Would  the  proposed  water  supply  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  value  of  land  in  Sutherland  town 
itself  ?  Perhaps  it  would  if  there  was  a  sale.  Of  course,  some  people  might  speculate  if  the  district  had 
a  water  supply. 

1147.  Would  not  that  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  rental  values?  Ho. 

1148.  Why  ?  Because  the  rentals  are  fixed  for  the  term  of  the  lease. 

1149.  Are  there  not  any  ordinary  weekly  tenants  in  Sutherland  ?  Yes,  a  few*. 

1150.  Do  the  business  people  and  shopkeepers  own  their  own  premises  ?  Yes,  the  majority  do. 

1151.  That  would  be  freehold?  Yes.  Sutherland  township  is  freehold.  There  was  a  small  estate  in  the 
centre  of  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  which  was  freehold,  and  comprised  about  £0  acres.  The  railway 
runs  through  it. 

1152.  Was  it  resumed  ?  No. 

1153.  Did  it  originally  belong  to  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  ?  No.  It  'belonged  to  Drey’s  Estate.  It 
was  always  freehold. 

1154.  I  understand  that  it  is  surrounded  by  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate,  which  is  leasehold  ?  Yes.  The 
majority  of  tenants  on  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  are  practically  poor  people.  They  can  take  their 
6  acres  up  for  £6  a  year.  They  pay  only  six  months’  rent  in  advance,  which  entitles  them  to  their 
holding.  Then  they  build  their  own  little  humpy,  and  as  they  get  on  they  build  decent  little  cribs  to  live 
in.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  has  been  cut  up. 

1155.  How  long  have  you  been  living  out  there?  Since  1890. 

1156.  Has  there  been  a  considerable  increase  in  settlement  in  your  district  during  the  last  five  years  ? 
Yes.  Before  the  war  buildings  were  put  up  almost  at  the  rate  of  one  a  day,  and  since  the  war  I  should 
say  about  four  a  week.  From  eight  to  ten  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Council  at  almost  every  sitting. 

1157.  Has  every  plan  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval  ?  Yes. 

1158.  Have  you  any  building  covenant  ?  No.  Not  as  long  as  they  provide  proper  sanitai'y  accommodation. 

1159.  Do  you  understand  the  financial  position  of  the  scheme  before  the  Committee  ?  Yes. 

1160.  Do  you  think  the  population  of  the  district  is  large  enough  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  £140,000 
on  the  proposed  work  ?  Yes. 

1161.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  for  the  residents  of  the  district  concerned  to  contribute  by  taxation 
towards  the  elimination  of  the  original  cost  of  the  scheme  ?  Yes,  because  they  would  benefit,  and  those 
who  benefit  should  pay. 

1162.  You  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  landowners  w*ould  benefit  from  the  scheme?  Yes,  every  landowner 
in  the  district. 

1163.  You  would  have  no  objection  to  have  incorporated  in  the  scheme  a  provision  that  the  whole  of  the 
capital  cost  should  eventually  be  paid  off  by  a  sinking  fund  by  the  residents  of  the  district  ?  They  are  not 
big  enough  to  consider  the  capital. 

1164.  Not  in  a  few  years,  but  on  the  same  basis  as  country  towns  water  supply  schemes  ?  Yes. 

1165.  What  portion  of  the  river  are  you  on?  I  am  about  3  miles  from  Sutherland,  towards  Como. 
That  is  where  I  reside.  My  nearest  town  is  Sutherland. 

1166.  Would  you  be  linked  up  with  the  water  service  ?  No,  not  at  the  river. 

1167.  The  scheme  would  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  value  of  ymur  14  acres  of  freehold  at  Suther¬ 
land  ?  Yes. 

1168.  Is  it  all  built  on?  No,  it  is  all  busb  land.  There  are  two  cottages  on  it. 

1169.  Have  you  attempted  to  subdivide?  Yes,  I  have  done  that. 

1170.  Has  the  land  been  submitted  to  auction  sale  ?  Yes. 

1171.  With  what  success?  Fair. 

1172.  Had  you  a  large  area  originally?  No,  I  previously  had  land  on  the  Woronora  River,  which  1 
subdivided,  and  I  have  sold  that. 

1173.  With  regard  to  your  14  acres  at  Sutherland,  which  is  subdivided  —has  it  been  submitted  for  public 
auction  ?  Yes. 

1174.  What  did  you  sell?  Eleven  blocks. 

1175.  What  would  be  the  frontage?  Forty  feet. 

1176.  Mr.  Hickey.]  And  the  depth?  172  feet.  It  would  run  to  about  seven  blocks  to  the  acre. 

1177.  Mr.  Osborne. ]  You  have  sold  less  than  2  acres?  Yes.  The  roadway  I  have  constructed  would  take 
up  another  acre. 

1178.  Was  it  all  submitted  to  public  auction  ?  Yes,  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

1179.  You  have  not  attempted  to  sell  it  since  ?  No. 

1180.  What  price  did  it  realise?  15s.  to  19s.  a  foot. 

1181.  Did  you  find  that  the  want  of  a  good  water  supply  was  a  drawback  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  land  ? 
Unfortunately,  the  day  I  tried  to  sell  we  had  too  much  water,  as  there  were  3  inches  of  rain  on  the 
ground. 

1 182.  The  water  supply  would  affect  the  price  of  your  land?  Yes,  it  would  ;  but  the  scheme  would  not 
go  close  enough  to  it.  It  would  induce  better  prices. 

1183.  Is  that  14  acres  in  the  town  of  Sutherland?  Nearly  half  a  mile  out. 

1184.  You  are  within  the  town  boundary  ?  Yes. 

1185.  You  will  be  linked  up  with  the  scheme  if  it  is  carried  out?  Yes,  in  time,  but  not  Straight  away. 
Other  places  more  thickly  populated  would  be  linked  up  before  my  place . 

1186.  Is  there  any  vacant  land  near  your  property?  No,  the  whole  of  it  is  taken  up. 

1187.  4V  hat  sort  of  land  is  it?  Next  to  me  there  is  a  20-acre  block,  but  it  is  rough  and  rugged. 

1188.  Mr,  Ilickey.']  Who  is  the  owner  ?  Marrion,  of  Miranda.  ’  1189. 
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1189.  J/r.  Osborne.]  Has  he  made  any  attempt  to  subdivide?  No. 

1190.  What  is  he  doing  with  it  ?  Paying  the  rent,  that  is  all. 

1190^.  Is  he  holding  it  for  speculative  purposes?  Yes,  I  think  that  is  his  chief  object. 

1191.  No  doubt  the  water  supply  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  land  ?  Yes,  it  would  have  that  effect. 
Tf  it  did  not  there  would  be  no  use  in  us  asking  for  it.  On  the  plan  submitted  by  the  shire  engineer 
there  is  no  provision  for  tapping  my  land,  or  Marrion’s  land. 

1192  Is  there  much  vacaht  land  between  the  railway  station  and  the  existing  6-inch  main  which  feeds 
the  tramway  tank  at  Miranda?  It  is  all  taken  up. 

1193.  Is  it  occupied  ?  Yes. 

1194.  Are  there  any  other  occupied  areas  apart  from  Marrion’s  land?  Yes.  There  are  13,000  acres  in 
that  district,  a  good  deal  of  which  is  unoccupied  land. 

1195.  Is  that  all  leasehold  ?  Yes. 

1196.  How  long  is  it  since  you  converted  yours  ?  Two  years. 

1197.  That  was  for  the  purpose  of  subdivision  so  that  you  could  get  a  title?  Yes. 

1 198.  That  is  the  general  procedure?  Yes.  I  have  had  two  estates,  and  I  made  them  freehold  before  I 
attempted  to  sell. 

1199.  What  rent  are  you  paying  for  14  acres  ?  £1  per  acre  per  year. 

1200.  Chairman .]  In  reply  to  Mr.  Osborne  regarding  the  advantage  from  the  scheme  to  unimproved  land, 
you  did  not  wish  to  convey  to  the  Committee  that  you  support  the  proposed  work  only  because  it  will 
improve  the  value  of  unimproved  land  ?  No. 

1201.  The  Council’s  object  in  supporting  the  scheme  is  to  get  water  for  the  residents?  Yes,  for  the 
people  there  now. 

1202.  A  great  number  of  tbe  ratepayers  on  the  rate-roll  of  Sutherland  are  absentees?  Yes. 

1203.  You  know  that  from  the  elections  ?  Yes,  T  could  say  half  of  them  are  absentees. 

1204.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  an  agitation  for  the  water  supply  came  from  the  absentee  land- 
owners  or  from  the  residents?  From  the  residents. 

1205.  Mr.  Osborne. ]  From  the  resident  landowners,  or  from  the  tenants?  From  both  landowners  and 
tenants. 

1206.  The  proposed  scheme  would  not  provide  you  with  water  for  domestic  purposes,  as  you  live  on  the 
Woronora  River  ?  Yes. 

1207.  It  would  be  beneficial  to  jou  only  in  respect  to  your  freehold  property  ?  Yes,  but  I  should  not  gain 
anything  from  that.  A  purchaser  would  gain  more  than  I  should. 

1208.  Chairman .]  You  have  a  duty  to  perform  in  connection  with  this  proposed  scheme  by  those  who 
lvturned  you  ?  Yes. 

1209.  Was  not  tbe  water  supply  question  a  burning  one  at  the  last  shire  elections,  and  did  you  not 
premise  to  do  your  utmost  to  get  it  for  the  district  ?  Yes,  the  water  supply  will  improve  the  land  in  the 
district  in  this  way — if  you  build  next  to  a  vacant  block  of  land  that  must  improve  it.  I  look  at  the 
matter  more  from  the  public  standpoint. 

1210.  Mr.  Millard .]  In  your  dual  position  as  a  landowner  and  a  member  of  the  Shire  Council  you  think 
the  scheme  should  1  e  carried  out  in  the  interests  of  the  community?  Yes. 

1211.  How  often  have  you  been  returned  to  the  Council  ?  Always,  since  the  inception  of  local  govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  agitation  for  the  Cronulla  tram  was  in  progress  I  placed  my  coaches  at  the  disposal  of 
the  tramway  people,  and  I  gave  evidence  before  the  Public  Works  Committee  in  favour  of  it.  When  the 
tram  commenced  running  it  toik  away  my  means  of  livelihood.  I  have  been  elected  at  the  top  of  the  poll 
at  every  election. 

Rochfort  Charles  Paynter,  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

1212.  Chairman. ]  Do  you  own  any  land  in  Sutherland  ?  No. 

1213.  Have  you  ever  owned  any  land  there  ?  No. 

1214.  What  is  your  occupation  ?  I  am  a  railway  ganger. 

1215.  Do  you  belong  to  any  union  ?  I  belong  to  the  New  South  Wales  Government  Railways  Permanent¬ 
way  Association. 

1216.  Do  you  occupy  any  position  in  connection  with  that  association  ?  I  am  the  general  secretary. 

1217.  Do  you  pay  rent  for  the  house  in  which  you  live  ?  Yes  ;  15s.  a  week. 

1218.  Do  you  get  any  allowance  for  rent  from  the  Railway  Department?  I  pay  it  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

1219.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Sutherland  ?  Fully  five  years. 

1220.  Have  you  experienced  a  shortage  of  water  during  that  time?  I  have.  I  can  assure  you  that,  if  it 
was  not  compulsory  for  me  to  live  on  the  job,  I  would  have  removed  from  Sutherland  long  ago.  I  came 
from  Wollongong,  where  there  was  plenty  of  water,  and  during  the  first  three  years  of  my  residence  in 
Sutherland  my  family  and  myself  experienced  very  great  difficulties  because  of  the  want  of  water.  There 
are  two  tanks  at  my  place,  one  with  the  capacity  of  800  gallons  and  the  other  600  gallons.  When  I  first 
came  there  was  a  bath.  I  think  we  came  to  Sutherland  in  the  month  of  March,  during  a  very  dry  season. 
During  the  first  month  or  six  weeks  we  used  to  bath  occasionally,  and  were  not  extravagant  with  the 
water.  There  was  no  rain  for  from  three  to  five  months,  or  at  least  there  was  not  sufficient  to  put  any  water 
to  speak  of  in  the  tanks.  One  day  my  wife  said  to  me,  “  The  tanks  seem  to  be  running  very  slowly,”  so  I 
sounded  them,  and  found  they  were  going  down  very  quickly.  On  learning  this  my  wife  said  we  would 
have  to  conserve  the  water,  so  we  put  the  bath  away.  After  about  a  month  we  had  to  wash  in  something, 
sb  Mrs.  Pajmter  bought  a  small  tub.  We  had  to  have  a  wash  once  a  week,  and  I  found  (bat  most  of  the 
residents  and  those  who  were  working  about  Sutherland  were  in  theffiabit  of  going  to  the  tiamshed,  to 
which  water  is  brought  from  Miranda  by  truck  when  required.  At  the  tramShed  there  was  a  room  with 
a  shower  and  a  bucket  in  it,  and  when  I  discovered  that  the  residents  were  going  there,  I  went,  too, 
because  I  could  not  get  a  wash  at  home.  This  went  on  for  about  a  couple  of  months,  and  still  there  was 
no  rain.  One  night  I  went  down  to  have  a  wash  as  usual,  when  a  stranger,  who  did  not  know  me,  said, 
“You  cannot  come  in  here,  you  are  all  blocked  now ;  they  have  beer  using  all  the  water,  and  it  has  cost 
the  tramway  too  much.  There  were  teriible  rows  over  it.” 

1221.  Mr.  Hickey,  j  Over  what  ?  Over  us  washing  themselves.  I  used  to  get  a  bucket  of  water  and  wash 
myself  all  over  once  a  week.  I  never  wasted  water;  I  knew  that  i's  use  would  be  stop}  ed  eventually, 

v  x  .  because 
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because  so  many  were  using  it..  When  I  was  prevented  from  using  the  water  I  went  to  Mr.  Young,  the 
manager,  and  he  gave  me  a  written  order,  otherwise  I  could  not  have  washed  myself.  My  landlord  and 
his  wife  lived  next  door  to  me  ;  they  have  no  family.  They  have  got  the  same  sized  tanks  as  I  have,  and 
when  the  water  ran  out  the  landlord  said  he  would  give  us  enough  for  tea.  Every  evening  he  used  to  give 
us  two  buckets.  There  is  a  well  on  the  railway  property,  about  a  quarter  mile  from  my  house.  It  has  been 
there  many  years.  In  fact  it  was  excavated  at  the  time  the  line  was  going  through  to  supply  water 
to  the  workmen. 

1222.  Is  it  a  spring  well?  There  is  a  spring  in  it,  and  it  was  nothing  to  see  the  local  residents — men, 
Women,  and  children — taking  water  from  this  well.  I  carried  water  a  quarter  mile  from  it  to  my  house  for 
many  weeks.  We  used  it  for  washing  and  scrubbing.  The  water  we  got  from  the  landlord  we  kept  for  the 
tea.  This  went  on  for  over  two  years.  We  had  to  be  very  careful  of  the  water.  We  never  used  the  bath 
again.  It  was  put  away  altogether,  and  is  now  lying  in  the  landlord’s  yard.  I  can  assure  you  that  if 
I  were  not  compelled  to  live  at  Sutherland  I  Avould  have  left  because  we  could  not  get  enough  water. 

1223.  Chairman .]  Supposing  the  proposed  water  scheme  were  carried  out,  and  the  landlord  had  to  pay 
more  rates  and  passed  them  on  to  you  in  the  shape  of  additional  rent,  would  you  be  prepared  to  pay  extra 
for  your  house  ?  Certainly,  if  the  increase  was  not  too  severe. 

1224.  You  would  be  prepared  to  pay  more  rent  if  the  increase  was  within  reason?  Yes. 

1225.  I  will  take  an  extravagant  rate.  Supposing  the  landlord  had  to  pay  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  a  week  additional 
rates  and  passed  the  increase  on  to  you,  would  you  think  it  too  much  ?  I  think  that  would  be  extravagant. 
I  would  not  mind  paying  another  Is.  a  week  providing  we  got  plenty  of  Avater.  I  might  say  that  during 
the  dry  seasons  men  with  horses  and  drays  carted  water,  and  charged  from  3s.  tc  4s.  per  100  gallons,  which 
Avas  a  very  severe  tax  on  poor  people. 

1226.  Mr.  Millard.]  Did  you  intend  to  convey  the  information  that  all  the  time  you  Avere  taking  your 
bath  in  a  bucket  of  Avater  you  had  to  Avalk  some  distance,  and  only  had  a  bath  once  a  week  ?  Yes  ;  and 
plenty  of  Avomen  carried  clothes  a  long  distance  to  Avash  them. 

1227.  Mr.  Osborne.]  How  long  Avould  100  gallons  of  Avater  last  an  ordinary  householder?  There  are  fiAre 
members  in  our  family,  and  that  number  of  people  involves  a  good  deal  of  washing.  I  never  bought  any 
water ;  so  cannot  say  accurately  how  long  100  gallons  would  last.  I  carried  the  water  we  used  in  kerosene 
tins  from  the  Avell  in  the  railway  property. 

1228.  But  a  number  of  other  people  bought  Avater  from  the  men  Avho  carted  it?  Yes;  and  they  had  to 
pay  2s.  a  gallon  for  it. 

1229.  Do  you  not  knoAv  Iioav  long  100  gallons  Avould  last  any  of  these  people?  No.  I  knoAv  that  I  could 
not  afford  to  pay  for  Avater ;  so  I  carried  it,  as  I  said,  in  kerosene  tins  at  night  time  after  I  knocked  off 
work. 

1230.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that,  if  the  proposed  scheme  Avere  carried  out,  and  the  landlord  had  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  lay  on  the  Avater,  and  pay  a  rate  to  cover  the  cost  of  interest  and  maintenance,  he 
Avould  recoup  himself  by  increasing  the  rents  to  his  tenants  ?  I  imagine  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  he  Avould. 
I  should  think  he  would  have  to  divide  it. 

1231.  Has  it  been  your  experience  that  Avhen  the  landlord  effects  repairs,  or  provides  additional  facilities, 
he  expects  more  rent?  I  presume  he  Avould ;  but,  of  course,  all  tenants  Avould  not  be  prepared  to  pay 
more.  If  a  tenant  thought  a  landlord  was  charging  too  much  rent  he  Avould  moA'e  somewhere  else. 

1232.  If  he  moved  somewhere  else,  he  would  be  in  the  same  position.  Would  not  all  the  landlords  want 
to  recoup  themselves  for  their  expenditure  ?  They  might  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  I  believe  the  house¬ 
holders  Avould  be  agreeable  to  pay  a  certain  amount  of  additional  expenditure  so  long  as  the  increase  in 
the  rent  Avas  not  exorbitant.  I  know  I  Avould  be  very  pleased  to  pay  a  little  more  rent  if  I  could  get  the 
Avater. 

1233.  But  you  Avould  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord?  Yes. 

1234.  Have  you  ever  known  a  landlord  who  did  not  pass  on  any  additional  expenditure  he  incurred  to  the 
tenant  ?  I  have  not. 

1235.  Is  it  not  usual  for  a  landlord  who  has  to  pay  more  rates  or  taxes  to  increase  the  rent  to  the  tenant? 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

1236.  You  must  have  been  extremely  fortunate?  Perhaps  I  have  been.  I  might  tell  you  that  my  land¬ 
lord  has  just  had  my  house  repainted  and  made  everything  very  nice  ;  but  he  has  not  increased  the  rent, 
although  he  had  the  place  done  up  splendidly. 

1237.  Repainting  is  a  somewhat  different  thing ;  it  is  for  renewal  purposes  and  the  preservation  of  the 
property.  HaAre  you  not  been  a  tenant  for  a  number  of  years?  Yes. 

1238.  Have  you  ever  owned  a  house  of  your  OAvn  ?  Yes,  but  usually  I  have  been  a  tenant,  because,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  my  Avork  in  the  Railway  Department,  I  have  been  moved  from  place  to  place.  One  never 
knows  what  length  of  time  he  may  be  in  a  particular  locality,  because  he  may  be  either  promoted  or 
removed  someAvhere  else. 

1239.  During  the  past  few  years  haA-e  you  found  that  rents  have  materially  increased  in  the  metropolitan 
area  ?  I  have  not  lived  in  the  metropolitan  area.  Sutherland  is  the  nearest  I  have  been  to  Sydney  for 
many  years.  A\  hen  I  lived  in  Rockdale  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  I  had  a  house  of  my  OAvn.  Since 
I  have  been  in  the  railway  service  I  have  been  working  at  different  places  between  Wollongong  and 
Sutherland. 

1240.  Have  you  found  that  rentals  at  Wollongong  ha\Te  been  maintained  at  an  even  level  during  the  past 
feAV  years?  I  lived  there  five  years  ago,  and  did  not  see  much  difference.  There  was  a  slight  increase. 
A  place  that  you  Avould  get  for  10s.  might  be  increased  by  Is.  a  week. 

1241.  Was  that  not  OAving  to  increased  rates  which  the  landlord  had  to  pay?  I  do  not  know.  It  might 
be  for  various  reasons.  Sometimes  if  a  landlord  has  to  pay  nothing  extra  he  raises  the  rent.  I  knoAv  that 
in  "YV  ollongong  the  place  in  Avhich  I  lived  Avas  10s.  a  week  preAdous  to  my  taking  it,  but  I  had  to  pay  11s. 
124  2.  Has  your  rent  in  Sutherland  remained  stationary  during  the  last  five  years?  Yes,  I  have  been 
paying  15s.  a  week  all  along. 

1243.  Are  there  any  empty  houses  in  Sutherland?  Not  many. 

1244.  Has  Sutherland  grown  much  during  the  past  five  years  ?  I  do  not  think  it  has  groAvn  as  much  as  it 

might  have.  Its  great  draAvback  is  that  people  cannot  get  a  permanent  water  supply.  People  come  and  look 
at  houses  in  Sutherland  and  when  they  find  that  they  cannot  be  sure  of  a  Avater  supply  they  turn  them 
down,  1245. 
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1215.  W  ould  you  expect  the  ordinary  artisan  to  live  there  if  he  did  not  own  a  piece  of  land?  I  would. 
I  have  known  many  working  men  who  said  they  would  live  in  Sutherland  in  order  to  get  the  fresh  air  and 
to  have  more  room  for  their  children.  They  do  not  like  the  smoke  of  the  city  and  the  lack  of  space. 
Sutherland  is  high  and  healthy,  and  they  get  more  ventilation  and  freedom  to  move  about.  They  can  also 
havo  a  poultry  run,  and  grow  their  own  vegetables  and  fruit,  which  are  items  that  assist  an  artisan.  I 
believe  if  the  water  were  laid  on  in  Sutherland  the  population  would  increase  by  50  per  cent,  in  four  or 
five  years. 

1246.  Do  many  railway  men  reside  in  Sutherland  ?  A  good  many  do,  but  not  as  many  as  used  to  a  short 
time  ago,  because  there  lias  been  a  change  and  they  have  had  to  go  to  Thirroul. 


John  Lye,  Miranda,  sworn,  and  examined  : — • 

1217.  Chairman .]  Are  you  an  employee  of  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited  ?  I  am. 

1243.  That  firm  grows  fruit  and  flowers,  and  runs  poultry?  Yes,  it  conducts  a  general  nursery. 

1249.  Do  you  own  any  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire  ?  Yes. 

1250.  Where  is  it  situated?  At  Miranda. 

1251.  Do  you  live  on  it  ?  Yes. 

1252.  What  do  you  grow  ?  Fruit  and  flowers.  I  have  a  mixed  garden  and  fowls. 

1253.  You  conduct  a  mixed  garden  and  poultry  run  as  part  of  your  livelihood  ?  As  part  of  my  livelihood. 
I  have  a  boy  employed  on  my  place. 

1254.  Your  time  is  partly  occupied  on  the  property  of  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited?  Yes. 

1255.  So  that  between  working  for  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited,  and  growing  fruit  and  flowers,  and  running 
poultry,  you  make  a  living  ?  Yes. 

1256.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  proposal  before  the  Committee  to  carry  out  a  water  supply  for  the 
Sutherland  Shire?  Yes. 

1257.  Do  you  know  that  the  approximate  cost  of  that  scheme  is  about  £140,000?  Yes. 

1258.  Do  you  know  that  the  interest,  working  expenses,  and  annual  charges  are  to  be  levied  by  tax  on  the 
unimproved  value  of  lands  in  the  shire  ?  Yes. 

1259.  Do  you  own  any  land  o'he’r  than  the  6  acres  on  which  you  live?  No,  I  do  not  own  any  other 
land  in  the  shire. 

1260.  Is  the  land  on  which  you  live  leasehold  or  freehold  ?  Leasehold. 

1261.  As  a  leaseholder  are  you  willing  to  bear  the  extra  expense  which  will  be  involved  if  the  proposed 
water  supply  is  carried  out  ?  Yes,  I  am  prepared  to  bear  the  extra  expense  in  order  to  get  the  water. 

1262.  Mr.  Millard .]  Do  you  work  regularly  for  the  firm  of  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited?  Pretty  regularly. 

I  am  off  on  different  days.  * 

1263.  So  you  are  only  a  casual  employee  of  that  firm  ?  Yes,  but  I  am  pretty  well  permanent.  My  own 
son  works  on  my  property  and  produces  stuff  for  sale. 

1264.  And  as  a  working  man  you  find  that  it  is  a  considerable  assistance  to  you  to  have  your  home  at 
Miranda  where  you  can  grow  vegetables  and  fruit  and  run  poultry  ?  It  is  a  great  help  to  me. 

1265.  It  makes  your  lot  much  better  than  that  of  the  working  man  who  has  to  depend  on  his  wages  only 

and  buy  everything  he  needs  ?  Yes,  I  grow  practically  all  the  fruit  and  vegetables  I  want.  I  have  a 

wife  and  three  children,  and,  of  course,  we  feel  the  want  of  water  very  keenly. 

1266.  Mr.  Osborne.]  How  long  have  you  lived  at  Miranda?  I  have  lived  in  the  present  house  for  about 
twenty  years. 

1267.  So  you  are  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  district?  Yes,  I  have  been  living  there  about  thirty-five  years, 
and  I  think  I  can  say  I  am  one  of  the  pioneers  who  went  there  when  the  Holt-Sutherland  Estate  was  first 
opened. 

1268.  You  did  not  take  up  any  of  the  land  about  Cronulla  which  has  since  become  so  valuable?  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  I  was  not  a  land  speculator.  I  do  not  own  and  never  have  owned  any  land  at  Cronulla.  I  am 
wholly  interested  in  the  proposed  scheme  because  I  consider  a  permanent  water  supply  would  be  the 
greatest  boon  we  could  get. 

1269.  I  suppose  quite  a  number  of  people  made  large  sums  of  money  out  of  land  at  Cronulla  after  the 
construction  of  the  tramway?  I  cannot  say.  I  never  speculated,  and  never  had  time  to  go  about  to  find 
out. 

1270.  But  you  must  know  that  land  values  at  Cronulla  are  extremely  high?  I  believe  they  are.  I  never 
tried  to  buy  any. 

1271.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  land  at  Cronulla  which  to-day  is  valued  at  £35  to  £40  a  foot  could  have 

been  bought  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  for  as  many  shillings  ?  I  could  not  say.  I  have  heard  that  the 

Government  sold  the  land  at  Cronulla  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  very  cheaply. 

1272.  What  rent  per  acre  are  you  paying  for  your  leasehold  ?  Thirty  shillings. 

1273.  You  have  the  right  to  convert  at  £37  10s.  per  acre?  Yes.  I  think  you  have  to  pay  the  rent 

twenty-five  years  in  advance. 

1274.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  by  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited  ?  Seventeen  years.  I  could  tell 
you  some  of  the  difficulties  that  firm  has  experienced  in  getting  water. 

1275.  What  sort  of  business  do  they  conduct?  A  general  nursery. 

1276.  Where  is  it  situated  ?  At  Miranda. 

1277.  Is  it  right  on  the  main  road  ?  It  is  three  minutes  walk  from  the  main  road,  on  the  left-hand  side 
going  to  Cronulla. 

1278.  Is  it  on  the  George’s  River  side  ?  Yes. 

1279.  You  said  that  that  firm  had  a  lot  of  difficulty  in  getting  water?  Yes.  The  water  on  the  place  is 
absolutely  useless  for  plant  life.  It  has  magnesia  and  different  minerals  in  it  which  kill  some  plants  out¬ 
right,  while  others  it  just  keeps  alive.  In  dry  seasons  we  experience  difficulty  in  getting  stuff  to  grow. 
When  a  dry  spell  comes  along  we  lose  practically  what  we  make  during  the  rainy  seasons. 

1280.  What  area  do  your  employers  hold?  Roughly,  18  acres,  practically  all  of  which  is  under 
cultivation. 

1281.  Of  course,  the  installation  of  a  water  supply  would  mean  a  great  deal  to  them  ?  Yes. 


1282. 
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1282.  It  would  put  a  great  deal  of  money  into  their  pockets?  I  suppose  it  would.  It  would  put 
something  into  their  pockets,  and  something  into  the  pockets  of  the  employees,  because  conditions  would 
be  better  all  round.  We  would  have  a  better  water  supply  to  ensure  stock  for  the  market.  At  the 
present  time  we  lose  crop  after  crop  for  want  of  water. 

1283.  So  it  is  evident  that  the  proposed  water  scheme  would  mean  a  good  deal  to  your  einployci’S  1  It 
must  mean  a  certain  amount  to  them  if  they  could  get  water. 

1284.  It  would  make  theirs  a  more  profitable  industry  than  it  is  now?  Probably  it  would. 

1285.  Certainly  it  would?  I  should  say  it  would. 

1286.  It  would  increase  their  production?  Yes,  but  whether  it  would  produce  profits  is  another 
question. 

1287.  Increased  production  means  increased  profits  within  a  limited  area.  Do  you  know  whether 
their  land  is  freehold  or  leasehold  ?  I  could  not  say. 

1288.  Have  you  heard  any  suggestion  that  Hilldson,  Watts’  land  would  be  subdivided  if  tie  proposed 
water  scheme  were  carried  out?  ISTo. 

1289.  In  your  judgment  is  there  any  likelihood  of  Hillsdon,  Watts’  property  being  cut  up  for  building  pur¬ 
poses  if  land  values  increased  as  a  result  of  the  installation  of  a  proposed  water  supply?  I  do  not  think  so. 

1290.  Would  not  a  water  supply  mean  a  good  deal  to  you  as  far  as  your  own  land  is  concerned  ?  It  would 
give  me  better  opportunities  as  a  producer  only. 

1291.  Do  you  earn  a  living  in  your  capacity  as  an  employee  of  Hillsdon,  Watts,  Limited,  apart  from 
what  you  make  out  of  your  own  land  ?  I  partly  make  a  living. 

1292.  If  you  did  not  hold  those  6  acres  would  your  work  be  sufficiently  regular  and  your  wages  enough  to 
keep  your  family  and  yourself  ?  Possibly  my  wages  would  keep  me,  but  1  would  not  be  able  to  go  about 
much  or  have  any  amusement.  I  might  live,  but  that  would  be  all. 

1293.  Do  you  work  the  whole  of  your  6  acres  ?  No. 

1294.  How  much  of  it  is  under  cultivation  ?  About  3  acres. 

1295.  Does  your  land  face  the  tramline?  Yes. 

1296.  Which  portion  is  cultivated,  that  nearest  the  tramline  or  that  farther  back?  Some  close  to  the 
tramline  and  some  right  at  the  back.  The  back  portion  is  low-lying,  with  a  creek  running  through  it. 
The  land  in  the  front  is  higher. 

1297.  Have  you  any  plans  for  the  future  if  the  proposed  water  supply  is  carried  out — do  you  propose  td 
cultivate  the  whole  of  your  6  acres?  Most  probably  I  would,  if  I  could  be  sure  of  a  living.  A  water 
supply  would  give  me  that. 

1298.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  it  might  be  more  profitable  to  convert  to  freehold  and  subdivide 
and  sell  your  land  in  building  allotments  if  the  proposed  water  supply  were  carried  out?  No,  my  land  is 
not  suitable  for  building;  it  is  low-lying.  If  we  get  the  water  supply  I  intend  to  cultivate  my  property. 

1299.  Would  not  the  water  supply  be  an  incentive  to  the  small  poultry  farmers,  orchardists,  fruit,  and 
flower  growers  to  go  out  of  business  and  cut  up  their  land  for  building  purposes?  I  think  not.  I  do  not 
think  the  permanent  men  doing  business  there  would  sell  out.  A  few  of  them  might  go  out  of  business 
and  cut  up  their  allotments. 

1300.  Is  the  number  of  poultry  farmers  increasing  in  this  district?  Yes. 

1301.  What  is  the  smallest  useful  area  for  a  poultry  farmet  ?  From  4  to  5  acres. 

1302.  Has  there  been  any  increase  in  the  number  of  fruit  trees  in  the  district  ?  Yes.  There  arc  two  or 
three  more  orchards  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

1303.  Has  there  been  an  increase  in  the  growing  of  flowers,  or  have  additional  areas  been  so  planted?  Not 
on  a  big  scale, 

1304.  Have  there  been  any  cases  during  the  last  few  years  of  men  who  were  originally  engaged  at  poul  ry 
farming,  fruit,  or  flower  growing,  subdividing  their  land  for  building  purposes?  There  was  a  vineyard 
which  was  cut  into  small  blocks.  That  is  the  only  place  I  know  of. 

1305.  There  had  been  no  general  tendency  to  cut  up  areas  into  small  business  sites  ?  No. 

1306.  Is  there  no  general  tendency  to  give  up  poultry’  farming  and  sell  the  land  for  building  purposes  ? 
No.  The  poultry  farms  are  increasing  in  number. 


Ebenezer  John  Davies,  Public  School  teacher,  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

1307.  Chairman.]  What  position  on  the  staff"  of  Sutherland  Public  School  do  you  hold?  Head  master. 

1308.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ?  Three  years. 

1309.  Do  you  own  any  land  at  Sutherland,  or  in  the  shire?  No. 

1310.  In  connection  with  the  school,  have  you  suffered  from  want  of  water?  Yes,  there  is  continual 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  tank  water  supply.  On  two  or  three  occa  ions'I  have  applied  to  the  Department 
for  a  new  water  supply,  but  the  architect  who  comes  to  look  at  the  place  always  says,  “  Is  there  not  some¬ 
thing  about  a  water  scheme  for  this  district?"’  He  has  his  eye  on  the  scheme  the  whole  time.  He  hopes 
to  save  the  Department  the  expense  of  a  water  supply  at  the  school  in  the  event  of  the  proposed  scheme 
being  carried  out.  There  are  nine  tanks  at  the  school  and  residence. 

1311.  Have  you  experienced  a  considerable  shortage  of  water  previous  to  the  last  two  years?  Yes,  in 
1915  we  had  to  be  very  careful,  and  I  put  some  of  the  staff"  on  to  watch  the  water  and  see  that  none  was 
wasted. 

1312.  If  you  were  a  tenant  at  Sutherland,  would  you  be  preoared  to  pay  an  increased  charge  in  order  to 
have  a  good  water  supply  ?  Yes. 

1313.  Mr.  Mi/lard.]  What  number  of  childien  attend  your  school?  There  are  324  on  the  roll. 

1314.  You  have  nine  water  tanks?  Yes.  There  are  four  at  the  school  for  324  children.  The  total 
capacity  is  about  2,000  gallons. 

1315.  Is  that  adequate  ?  I  would  not  like  to  say  it  is  inadequate. 

1316.  Mr.  Hickey.]  The  water  consumption  at  the  school  is  for  domestic  purposes?  Yes,  drinking  water 
and  for  lavatory  purposes. 

1317.  Have  y  ou  any  septic  tank  system  ?  No.  It  is  a  complicated  system.  We  have  the  pan  system, 
and  for  urine  we  have  pits. 

1318.  You  have  not  actually  run  short  of  water  ?  No,  but  very  nearly  in  1916. 

1319.  Are  they  iron  or  galvanized  iron  tanks?  Galvanized  iron  at  the  school.  Last  year  one  tank  at  the 

school  And  one  at  the  residence  were  replaced.  Charles 
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Charles  Michelmore,  poultry  fanner,  Miranda,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

1320.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  carry  on  business  ?  At  Sylvania-road,  Miranda. 

1321.  Is  3’our  land  your  own?  No,  I  rent  it  from  my  son-in-law. 

1322.  What  area  do  you  farm?  About  three-quarters  of  an  acre. 

1323.  What  area  has  your  son  in-law  ?  A  5-acre  block. 

1324.  Under  what  tenure  is  it  held  ?  Leasehold. 

1325.  Do  you  reside  in  the  same  house  as  your  son-in-law  ?  No,  I  have  my  own  residence.  I  am  at  one 
end  of  the  paddock,  and  he  is  at  the  other. 

1326.  Do  you  suffer  from  want  of  water ?  Yes,  very  much  so.  For  poultry-farming  it  is  absolutely 
essential.  You  cannot  carry  on  your  business  without  plenty  of  water.  Three  years  ago  we  had  to  cart 
water. 

1327.  How  long  have  you  been  theie?  Five  years  last  Christmas. 

1328.  Have  you  had  to  cart  water  during  only  one  year?  No,  every  year. 

1329.  How  many  tanks  have  you  ?  Two,  a  600  gallon  tank  and  a  400-gallon  one. 

1330.  Are  you  acquainted  With  the  proposed  scheme  of  water  supply  for  Sutherland  Shire  at  an  approxi¬ 
mate  cost  of  £140,000  ?  Yes. 

‘1331.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Miranda  Agricultural  Bureau  ?  Yes.  I  was  present  when  the  Minister 
was  with  us  at  the  opening  of  the  Agricultural  Hall. 

1332.  If  a  rate  necessary  to  cover  the  maintenance  charges  of  the  scheme  were  levied  on  the  unimproved 
value  of  the  land,  and  your  son-in-law  passed  the  increased  cost  on  to  you  as  a  tenant,  would  you  be  prepared 
to  pay  ?  Yes. 

1333.  You  believe  it  would  be  worth  doing  so  ?  Yes. 

1334.  Have  you  discussed  the  proposed  scheme  with  many  people  about  Miranda?  Yes,  it  is  generally 

talked  about.  - 

1335.  Would  the  people  welcome  the  water  supply?  Yes.  Three  years  ago  the  main  from  Peakhurst  to 
the  tramway  tank  at  Miranda  was  tapped  at  Miranda  School  of  Arts  owing  to  shortage  of  water,  and  the 
water  was  sold  at  6d.  a  gallon.  At  that  time  a  number  of  people  went  out  of  business,  and  anyone  keeping 
ducks  had  to  get  rid  of  them.  At  the  present  time  very  few  clucks  are  kept  in  the  district  unless  they 
happen  to  be  somewhere  near  a  permanent  creek. 

1336.  Do  you  think  the  proposed  water  supply  would  tend  to  cause  poultry -farmers  and  small  fruit-growers 
to  give  up  their  businesses  and  subdivide  their  land  for  sale?  No.  A  water  supply  would  improve  their 
prospects,  as  our  great  difficulty  in  the  poultry  business  is  shortage  of  water.  Poultry -farmers  are 
dependent  upon  a  good  water  supply. 

1337.  In  your  opinion,  instead  of  the  water  supply  scheme  causing  residents  to  leave  the  district,  it  would 
induce  people  to  go  there  and  cause  intense  cultivation  ?  Yes.  Lack  of  water  has  retarded  progress  and 
production  in  the  district. 

1338.  Your  district  is  principally  a  poultry -farming  and  fruit-growing  one  ?  Yes. 

1339.  Mr.  Millard .]  Do  you  devote  the  whole  of  your  attention  to  poultry -farming  on  your  three-quarters 
of  an  acre  ?  Yes. 

1340.  Is  it  possible  for  a  man  to  make  a  living  in  your  district  on  three-quarters  of  an  acre  at  poultry¬ 
farming,  with  a  good  water  supply  ?  It  depends  on  the  size  of  a  man’s  family.  In  my  case  there  are  only, 
my  wife  and  myself.  I  am  keeping  300  head  of  poultry. 

1341.  It  provides  a  living?  Yes.  They  will  if  they  are  looked  after  pjroperly.  Plenty  of  water  is 
essential. 

1342.  Do  not  fowls  consume  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  ?  Yes.  At  the  present  time,  with  my 
pullets,  I  may  have  slightly  over  300  head,  yet  they  take  about  24  gallons  of  water  a  day.  Seventy  per 
cent,  of  an  egg  is  water. 

1 343.  Do  you  buy  all  your  feed  ?  Yes. 

1344.  Mr.  Hickey.]  You  have  storage  for  1,600  gallons  of  water; — you  sometimes  have  an  overflow? 
During  exceptionally  heavy  rains. 

1345.  You  do  not  provide  a  catchment  for  that  ?  No. 

1346.  Did  you  ever  think  it  worth  while  to  put  in  a  small  underground  tank?  Anyone  who  goes  in  for 
poultry-farming  properly  has  no  spare  time. 

1347.  Would  it  not  pay  you  to  provide  for  the  overflow?  No. 

1348.  What  is  the  size  of  your  house?  About  24  feet  x  20  feet. 

1349.  Have  you  a  verandah  all  round  ?  No,  only  in  front.  I  have  a  400-gallon  tank*  in  which  I  catch 
water  for  the  poultry. 

1350.  What  sort  of  fowls  have  you  ?  Silver  Wyandottes. 

1351.  Have  you  tried  for  a  pen  at  the  Hawkesbury  Agricultural  College?  No. 


Frederick  George  Lochinvar  Dingle,  carpenter  and  builder,  Miranda,  sworn,  and  examined  : — 

1352.  Chairman.]  What  occupation  do  you  follow  ?  Carpenter  and  builder. 

1353.  Do  you  own  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire  ?  I  am  paying  off  a  block  at  Miranda. 

1354.  Is  that  for  a  home  ?  Yes. 

1355.  Are  you  married  ?  Yes. 

1356.  Have  you  any  other  intei'est  in  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire  ?  Yes  ;  I  have  another  block  of  the 
Taren  Point  Estate  which  I  am  paying  off.  I  was  going  to  build  there,  but  circumstances  caused  me  to 
leave  that  part  and  go  to  Miranda.  I  am  selling  the  other  place  as  soon  as  I  can. 

1357.  Have  you  any  interest  in  any  land  in  the  Sutherland  Shire  ?  None  whatever. 

1358.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  shire?  About  five  years. 

1359.  Have  you  felt  the  need  of  a  water  supply?  Yes,  often. 

1360.  Do  you  think  a  modern  water  supply  for  Sutherland  Shire  would  have  the  effect  of  driving  away 
the  poultry-farmers  or  of  inducing  them  to  sell  their  land  ?  No.  One  or  two  might  do  so,  but  it  would 
not  be  general.  The  water  supply  would  improve  the  prospects  of  the  poultry-farmers. 

1361.  I  presume  you  know  that  the  scheme  before  the  Committee  is  estimated  to  cost  £1  40,000  ?  Yes. 

1362.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  proposed  to  charge  interest  and  working  costs  in  the  shape  oF  a  tax  on  the 

unimproved  value  of  land  in  the  shire  ?  Yes.  1363. 
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1363.  As  a  landowner  are  you  prepared  to  pay  the  additional  charge?  Yes. 

1364.  Do  you  think  the  water  supply  would  be  an  advantage  to  you?  Yes. 

1 365.  Mr.  Hickey .]  What  class  of  building  is  going  up  in  the  sbire — is  it  bidck  ?  Bricks  would  be  used  if  we 
could  get  them,  but  the  water  used  for  making  bricks  is  on  top  of  the  brickworks’  best  clay.  A  fair 
percentage  of  brick  houses  are  going  up  in  the  shire. 

1366.  I  suppose  the  bricks  come  mostly  from  the  lo:al  kiln  ?  Yes,  when  Ave  can  get  them.  I  believe  the 
kiln  is  closing  down  noAv  because  of  the  Avater, 

1367.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Do  you  anticipate  a  great  increase  in  building  if  the  water  supply  scheme  is  carried 
out?  Yes.  You  must  have  Avater  on  a  building  job.  Just  noAv  a  place  is  going  up  Avhich  the  Voluntary 
Workers’  Association  has  asked  me  to  supervise.  The  foundations  are  of  concrete,  and  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  respect  to  the  Avater  supply,  the  Avater  having  to  be  carted. 


John  Walker  Erickson,  storekeeper,  Sutherland,  sworn,  and  examined: — 

1368.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  business  ?  I  have  a  general  store  at  Sutherland. 

1369.  Do  you  oavii  the  land  on  which  the  store  is  built  ?  No. 

1370.  Do  you  OAvn  any  land  in  the  shire  ?  Yes  ;  I  have  66  feet  in  C  Biding.  That  is  right  in  Sutherland. 

1371.  Do  you  own  any  other  land  in  Sutherland  Shire?  No. 

1372.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Sutherland?  About  51  years. 

1373.  Have  you,  during  that  time,  experienced  a  shortage  of  Avater  in  connection  with  your  business? 
Not  as  regards  the  business,  but  for  domestic  use  Ave  have  frequently  been  short. 

1374.  What  do  you  do  then?  We  try  to  get  some  from  somebody  else.  If  Ave  cannot  do  that,  we  have  to 
cart  it. 

1375.  If  the  proposed  water  supply  scheme  cost  £140,000,  an!  a  tax  were  levied  on  the  unimproved 
value  of  the  land  to  pay  interest  and  working  expenses,  Avould  you  be  prepared  to  bear  the  increase  in 
order  to  get  the  water  ?  Yes  ;  I  should  be  only  too  glad  to  do  so. 

1376.  You  get  about  a  great  deal  amongst  the  working  class  as  Avell  as  other  classes  in  the  district  ?  Yes, 
I  meet  all  classes  every  day. 

1377.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  poorer  people  in  Sutherland  suffer  considerably  in  dry  Aveather  through 
want  of  water?  Undoubtedly  they  do.  Many  of  the  cottages  there  are  small  Aveatherboard  structures, 
and  they  haA-e  an  inadequate  tank  supply  to  carry  them  OA'er  dry  spells. 

1378.  You  would  not  describe  the  people  living  in  and  around  Sutherland  as  Avealthy  ?  I  would  not. 

1379.  Some  people  live  in  Potts’  Point,  and  others  in  Woolloomooloo.  Hoav  would  you  apply  such  a 
comparison  to  the  people  living  in  and  around  Sutherland,  generally  speaking  ?  I  would  hardly  describe 
them  as  W oolloomoolooites  ;  they  are  between  the  two. 

1380.  You  send  out  accounts,  and  knoAv  the  class  of  goods  people  order,  from  which  you  can  gauge 
whether  they  are  Avell-to-do  or  not.  Are  the  people  living  in  and  around  Sutherland  hard-working 
people  living  on  the  border-line  of  existence,  or  are  they  comfortably  off?  Most  decidedly  they  are  not 
comfortably  off.  It  takes  most  of  them  all  their  time  to  live. 

1381.  Can  you  say  that  from  your  experience  of  business  transactions  Avith  them  ?  Most  decidedly. 

1382.  Mr.  Hickey .]  What  kind  of  business  do  you  conduct  ?  I  am  a  general  storekeeper. 

1383.  Chairman .]  The  residents  in  and  around  Sutherland,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  people  Avho  have 
not  got  sufficient  money  to  provide  tank  accommodation  to  carry  them  over  dry  seasons  ?  That  is  so  ;  most 
of  them  simply  live  on  their  wages. 

1384.  Mr.  Weaver .]  Would  you  suggest  that  most  of  them  are  in  permanent  billets?  In  the  majority  of 
cases  they  are. 

1385.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  the  proposed  water  scheme  discussed  by  them  ?  Yes,  and  they  seem 
very  hopeful  of  getting  an  adequate  water  supply. 

1386.  Are  they  disinclined  to  pay  the  rates  or  are  they  prepared  to  accept  the  burden?  So  far  as  I  can 
gather  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  disinclination  to  pay  the  increased  rate. 

1387.  Chairman.]  Are  you  the  secretary  of  the  Parents  and  Citizens’  Association?  Yes. 

1388.  That  is  a  fairly  large  body,  is  it  not?  Yes. 

1389.  You  recently  heard  the  proposed  water  scheme  put  fairly  and  clearly  before  that  Association  ? 
Yes. 

1390.  Were  there  100  people  at  that  meeting?  Pretty  close  to  it. 

1391.  There  were  approximately  100  people  at  the  meeting  ?  Yes. 

1392.  And  most  of  them  were  Avorking  people?  Yes,  and  that  meeting  Avould  be  thoroughly  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  district. 

1393.  What  sort  of  reception  did  they  accord  this  proposal  ?  A  very  cordial  reception. 

1394.  Mr.  Hickey.]  They  Avould  prefer  Avater  to  drought?  Much. 


John  William  Macfarlane,  Shire  Clerk,  Sutherland,  further  examined  :  — 

1396.  Chairman.]  I  think  you  Avere  to  obtain  some  information  Avith  regard  to  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
Sutherland  Shire  ?  Yes,  I  examined  all  the  maps  to-day  and  find  that  there  is  a  tract  of  land  between 
Loftus  and  Heathcote,  of  Avhich  440  acres  are  a  Available.  No  survey  has  been  made,  but  it  is  suitable 
land  which  could  be  surA-eyed  and  sold  by  the  Crown. 

1396.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Is  it  rough  country?  No,  it  is  similar  to  the  Heathcote  and  Loftus  country.  A  sub¬ 
division  was  made  by  the  Crown  at  Loftus  in  1910,  but  about  43  acres  are  still  unalienated.  All  of  it 

has  been  surveyed  in  blocks  of  about  an  acre. 

1397.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  total  area  A\Thich  is  unalienated?  About  474  acres. 

1398.  If  the  proposed  Avater  supply  were  carried  out  it  would  enhance  the  value  of  Crown  as  well  as 

privately-owned  lands?  Undoubtedly. 

1399.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Do  you  suggest  that  the  whole  of  that  440  acres  Avould  be  served  by  the  proposed 
reticulation  scheme  ?  Yes,  the  whole  of  it. 

1400.  Mr.  Millard.]  Is  474  acres  the  total  area  of  CroAvn  lands  unalienated  in  the  Sutherland  Shire 
and  within  the  influence  of  the  proposed  Avater  supply  ?  Yes. 
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MONDAY ,  4  MARCH ,  1918. 


present:— 

Mr.  OSBORNE,  Mr.  W.  MILLARD) 

Mr.  SIMON  HICKEY,  Mr.  WEAVER, 

Mr.  BROOKFIELD. 

T.  J.  LEY,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Ernest  Macartney  de  Burgh,  Chief  Engineer  for  Water  Supply,  recalled,  and  further  examined  : — • 

1401.  Chairman .]  The  object  of  recalling  you,  Mr.  de  Burgh,  is  to  get  your  evidence  on  two  further 

points.  A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  T.  W.  Keele,  which  I  think  you  have  read  ; — the  pith  of  Mr.  Keele’s 
letter  is  that,  if  this  proposal  were  carried  out,  it  would  be  an  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  the  larger 
scheme  which  he  designed  some  years  ago,  because,  if  the  larger  proposal  were  attempted  later  on,  the 
stream  would  be  polluted,  and  there  would  be  no  means  of  preventing  the  polluted  waters  flowing  down  to 
the  lower  storage  dam,  except  at  a  prohibitive  cost; — what  is  your  opinion  about  that?  I  would  like  to 
say  this:  that,  in  laying  this  scheme  before  the  Committee,  I  indicated  Mr.  Keele’s  dam  on  the  plans 
which  I  submitted,  and  this  shows  that  I  was.  not  in  any  way  ignorant  of  it.  I  referred  to  its  future 
construction  in  my  evidence,  and  said  that  it  would  not  be  constructed,  as  Mr.  Keele  thought,  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  Sydney  water  supply,  but  that  probably  it  would,  at  some  future  day,  be  constructed 
in  order  to  serve  the  South  Coast.  The  point  I  want  to  make  is  this  :  that  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  fact 

that  this  dam  was  contemplated,  that  I  placed  it  before  this  Committee,  and  that  1  referred  to  it  in  my 

evidence.  As  to  the  statement  that  the  water  might  come  down  the  river  to  the  southern  dam  polluted 
by  the  workmen  building  the  big  dam,  I  want  to  say  this :  that,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  the 

men  who  will  be  engaged  in  building  the  big  dam  wdll  not  be  camped  upon  the  catchment  area  at  all. 

The  case  is  quite  different  from  that  of  the  Cataract  Dam,  which  I  built  myself,  and  for  which  I  was  respon¬ 
sible,  where  the  workmen  were  camped  upon  'die  catchment  area,  and  therefore  the  drainage  from  their  camp 
had  to  come  into  the  river.  The  workmen  will  be  camped  on  the  high  ground  overlooking  the  gorge.  The 
gorge  itself  is  far  too  steep  to  camp  men  in  it,  and  they  will  come  down  to  the  dam  only  to  do  their  work. 

1402.  Mr.  Weaver.']  How  far  will  they  have  to  come,  Mr.  de  Burgh?  Probably  a  distance  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  I  should  think.  There  are  excellent  facilities  for  camping  them,  so  that  the  drainage 
from  the  camp  will  go  into  the  creek  which'  flows  into  the  river  below  the  lower  dam.  Secondly, 
even  suppose  it  were  not  possible  to  camp  the  men  off  the  catchment  area,  it  is  a  matter  which  we  have  to 
attend  to  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business.  We  always  have  to  attend  to  the  protection  of  the  water. 
I  have  at  the  present  time  a  large  number  of  men  and  their  belongings  camped  on  the  catchment  area  of 
the  Sydney  water  supply  constructing  the  Cordeaux  Reservoir,  and  the  human  excrement  and  the  rubbish 
and  everything  connected  with  the  camp  has  to  be  taken  7  miles  away.  This  is  all  done  properly  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board’s  medical  officers.  There  is  no  question  raised  here  which  a  competent 
engineer  would  not  deal  with  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 

1403.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  the  cost  of  dealing  with  that  would  be  prohibitive,  Mr.  de  Burgh  ?  No  ; 
far  from  it  being  prohibitive,  I  do  not  consider  that  it  would  add  very  much  to  the  expense.  I  will  not  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  it  will  not  add  to  it  at  all,  because  if  there  were  nothing  whatever  done  in  the  way  of 
expenditure  to  prevent  it  we  would  be  allowing  the  men’s  drainage  to  flow  into  the  Woronora  River,  but  to 
eliminate  that  is  an  ordinary  business  expense  in  connection  with  the  building  of  any  dam  which  happens 
to  be  up-stream  to  another  on  the  same  river.  The  Committee  must  remember  that  we  have  to  deal  with 
things  like  that.  Take  the  case  of  the  Burrinjuck  Dam.  I  was  responsible  there  for  the  location  of  the 
men,  because  many  towns  took  their  supply  from  the  river  lower  down.  It  is  the  sort  of  business  that 
engineers  have  to  look  after. 

1404.  And  you  think  that  it  could  be  carried  out  at  a  reasonable  cost?  The  protection  of  the  water, 
yes._ 

1405.  And  there  is  nothing  impracticable  about  it  ?  No,  nothing. 

1 406.  What  do  you  think  of  Mr.  Keele’s  suggestion  when  he  says  this  :  11  There  is  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty 
in  the  present  case,  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  to  be  well  worthy  of  consideration,  viz.,  to  dispense 
with  the  construction  of  a  storage  dam  at  the  junction  of  Heathcote  Creek  with  the  Woronora  River,  and  to 
put  in  the  foundations  for  the  large  dam  at  the  junction  of  the  Waratah  Rivulet  with  the  river,  and  on  this 
foundation  to  erect  a  small  dam,  say  15  feet  to  20  feet  high”?  When  I  got  out  the  first  estimate  for  this 
Sutherland  water  supply  scheme  I  looked  into  this  question  before  I  prepared  this  plan.  It  is  a  thing  that 
would  occur  to  anybody,  but  it  involves  a  great  many  questions.  First  of  all,  you  would  have  to  definitely 
locate  the  upper  dam,  and  if  the  smaller  dam  that  is  to  be  built  now  was  not  to  be  destroyed  in  the  building 
of  the  big  one,  you  would  have  to  carry  its  foundations  down  to  the  full  depth  which  the  big  foundations 
were  going  down  to.  That  would  be  at  a  cost  which  would  be  absolutely  prohibitive.  If  we  were  to 
put  in  the  foundations  for  the  big  dam,  and  carry  them  up  by  means  of  the  little  dam  to  the  height  we 
want,  that  part  of  the  work  would  cost  more  than  the  whole  of  this  Sutherland  scheme  put  together.  As 
to  building  the  little  dam  comparatively  haphazard  on  the  surface  of  the  rock,  you  would  have  to  blow  it 
up  afterwards  in  order  to  put  in  the  foundations  of  the  big  dam.  It  was  looked  into,  and  I  discarded  it 
at  the  time.  To  make  provision  in  connection  with  the  big  dam  is  too  far  in  the  future  to  be  justified  by 
the  present  requirements. 

1407.  So  we  may  take  it  that  if  Mr.  Keele’s  proposal  were  adopted,  apart  from  all  other  considerations, 
the  case  would  be  that  you  could  not  for  £140,000  provide  the  water  for  the  Sutherland  Shire  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  this  scheme ?  No;  and  there  is  one  further  point.  The  Committee  saw  how  rough 
the  country  was.  It  is  bad  enough  for  me  to  have  to  get  in  and  put  in  this  little  dam  and  pumping- 
station  in  one  place  ;  but  to  come  in  there  and  open  up  one  road  to  get  access  to  the  pumping  engines  and 
pipes,  and  then  to  have  to  open  up  another  place  to  get  to  the  river  in  order  to  build  that  other  dam, 
even  if  the  building  of  the  other  dam  were  reasonable,  well,  it  would  simply  be  piling  up  the  cost. 

1408.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  Can  you  only  get  at  it  from  one  way?  You  have  to  get  down  I  should  think  from 

Waterfall  Station.  You  would  be  working  on  two  places  in  the  river.  It  would  be  necessary  to  open  up 
on  two  places  in  the  river.  1409. 


Witness — E.  M.  tie  Burgh,  4  March,  1918. 
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1409.  Chairman .]  Now,  to  touch  on  another  point.  You  know  there  was  some  talk  about  bringing  water 
underneath  George’s  River,  across  from  Hurstville  to  Cronulla.  I  understood  when  you  last  gave  evidence 
that,  from  your  point  of  view,  that  was  impracticable  for  two  reasons :  First,  because  there  was  not 
sufficient  water  from  the  supply  at  Penshurst,  and,  secondly,  because  the  method  would  be  an  extremely 
costly  one,  because  of  the  necessity  to  pump  from  Carlton  1  That  is  my  opinion. 

1410.  Suppose  that  course  was  adopted.  Do  you  think  the  Cronulla  people  would  get  cheaper  water  by 
that  method  than  from  this  present  scheme  ?  No,  I  have  not  gone  into  the  figures.  Mr.  Sinail  will  be 
able  to  answer  you  better,  but  in  my  opinion  they  will  not  get  the  water  cheaper,  and  all  question  of 
expansion  will  be  killed.  The  Board  will  have  to  amplify  the  Penshurst  supply  as  it  is,  ancl  in  addition 
will  have  to  deal  with  the  expansion  in  the  Penshurst  district,  and  if  this  additional  call  were  placed  upon 
it  they  would  have  to  deal  with  the  Sutherland  district  requirements  as  well.  I  do  not  see  how  they  conld 
do  that  and  provide  for  the  expansion  of  the  future.  It  would  be  putting  another  call  on  the  already 
overtaxed  Sydney  system.  There  is  sufficient  call  on  the  Sydney  system  already7,  without  imposing  any 
additional  burden  upon  it. 

1411.  Putting  yourself,  Mr.  de  Burgh,  in  the  shoes  of  a  Cronulla  resident,  and  speaking  from  the  point 
of  view  of  your  expert  knowledge,  which  of  the  two  schemes  we  are  now  talking  about,  the  Woronora  or 
the  one  from  Penshurst,  would  yTou  prefer  ?  I  should  not  think  the  Cronulla  people  would  be  in  a  position 
to  judge. 

1412.  I  will  ask  you,  with  your  expert  knowledge,  to  step  into  the  shoes  of  a  Cronulla  resident  and  tell 
me  which  you  would  choose?  I  would  have  the  Woronora  scheme,  because  of  its  capabilities  of  expansion. 
There  is  unlimited  water  there,  and  if  the  upper  dam  is  ever  carried  out  in  the  future,  the  big  reservoir 
for  the  South  Coast  will  put  them  absolutely  on  velvet.  They  will  have  a  magnificent  storage  right 
above  them. 

1413.  And  the  cost  of  the  wrater  would  be  cheaper  ?  In  my  opinion,  yes. 

1414.  Mr.  Weaver.]  Touching  on  the  question  of  the  prohibitive  cost  of  protecting  the  water,  I  assume  that  in 
working  out  your  calculations  this  was  included  ;  you  recognised  these  conditions,  did  you  not?  Mr.  Keele 
said  that  the  cost  would  be  prohibitive  ;  — have  you  made  allowance  for  these  costs?  No.  I  did  not 
include  in  the  estimate,  now  before  the  Committee,  costs  which  might  not  be  incurred  for  many  years, 
because  this  big  dam  to  be  built  upstream  might  not  be  constructed  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  I  should 
have  been  putting  in  a  problematical  figure  for  dealing  with  drainage  some  twTenty  years  hence. 

1415.  But  you  said  that  you  took  this  matter  into  consideration  and  did  not  think  it  was  worth 
considering  ?  I  took  it  into  consideration  on  the  lines  v  Inch  Mr.  Keele  has  suggested,  and  I  rejected  it. 

1416.  Mr.  Brookfield.]  You  admit  that  the  big  dam  will  most  likely  require  to  be  put  in  ?  Yes. 

1417.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  spend  this  money  on  the  largo  dam  at  present  as  high  as  the  wa'er  will 
carry  you,  so  that  the  water  can  be  taken  from  that  ?  I  would  not  get  up  to  the  level  of  the  ground  for 
the  money.  The  money  would  not  look  at  the  work  of  getting  out  the  rock,  without  putting  in  any  concrete 
at  all  ;  £100,000  would  be  gone  on  that  dam  before  you  looked  at  it.  I  have  spent  £100,000  at  the 
Cordeaux  Dam  now,  and  I  have  not  got  a  yard  of  concrete  in  yet.  The  whole  of  this  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  it  is  my  business  as  Chief  Engineer  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  and  having  to  deal 
with  these  things  throughout  the  State,  to  see  that  I  do  not  bring  anything  before  the  Committee  that  has 
got  a  defect  in  it  of  this  kind. 

1418.  Mr.  Osborne.]  In  connection  with  these  schemes  as  a  whole,  do  the  whole  of  these  schemes  of  country 
water  supply  and  sewerage  come  under  your  jurisdiction  ?  Yes,  I  deal  with  all  country  towns,  and  at  the 
present  time  I  deal  with  the  larger  works  in  connection  with  the  Sydney  services,  except  such  as  are 
delegated  to  the  Board  by  the  Minister.  I  also  deal  with  the  Newcastle  and  Hunter  River  Board’s 
larger  works. 

1419.  Do  you  make  personal  investigations  in  order  to  arrive  at  deck-ions  as  to  the  advisability  of  carrying 
out  these  works  in  the  country  ?  Anything  of  magnitude  I  see  myself  invariably. 

1420.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  these  matters  when  they  have  been  finally 
completed,  or  does  your  work  cease  on  completion  of  the  construction,  and  when  they  are  handed  over? 
We  hand  them  over  to  the  local  Council  on  completion,  except  in  the  case  of  a  big  job  like  the  Broken 
Hill  water  supply,  or  that  at  Junee,  which  we  keep  ourselves.  We  administer  the  Junee  water  supply 
because  it  is  too  big  for  the  Council,  and  we  administer  that  at  Broken  Hill.  We  also  administer  the 
Tamworth  water  supply.  As  a  rule,  however,  we  transfer  the  work  on  completion  to  the  Council,  and 
thereafter  wo  act  as  consulting  engineers  to  them.  If  they  want  extensions  they  ask  us  to  carry  them  out. 

1421.  In  connection  with  these  three  places  you  have  mentioned — Junee,  Tamworth,  and  Broken  Hill — 
is  it  a  fact  that  these  schemes  were  altogether  too  large  for  the  local  people  to  handle,  and  it  was  found, 
after  a  number  of  years,  that  they  could  not  prov  ide  the  necessary  money  to  pay  interest  on  the  construction 
of  the  works  ?  No,  sir.  In  the  case  of  Junee,  there  was  an  old  limited  supply,  and  it  was  under  the  charge 
of  the  Council.  But  when  a  much  larger  supply  was  required  it  involved  great  expense.  The  Railway 
Commissioners  depended  entirely  for  their  water  locally  upon  the  supply  at  that  junction.  When  that 
scheme  was  completed  it  was  thought  better  to  krep  the  administration  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

1422.  Yes,  I  remember  we  passed  a  special  Act  dealing  with  that  some  little  time  ago.  Was  not  Junee  in 
a  hopeless  state  of  financial  bankruptcy  at  the  time  we  passed  that  Bill,  vesting  it  in  the  Government  of 
the  day?  The  old  supply  had  failed,  and  the  people  were  not  getting  the  water  they  required. 

1423.  Was  that  scheme  originally  carried  out  under  your  Department — the  old  Junee  scheme?  Yes,  it 
was  carried  out  under  the  Act. 

1424.  Who  was  responsible  for  the  construction  of  the  dam,  and  the  advice  as  to  where  the  dam  was 
placed?  Mr.  Edward  Price,  who  is  now  dead,  and  Mr.  Cecil  West  Darley,  then  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the 
Department. 

1425.  They  were  officers  of  the  Department  ?  Yis, 

1425.  Now,  in  connection  with  the  Tamworth  scheme,  did  not  something  similar  arise  there  ?  Yes. 

1427.  And  that  became  hopelessly  involved  financially,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  sup>ply  ?  In 
Tamworth  the  local  Council  advocated  a  certain  scheme,  and  the  Department  advocated  another.  Tn  a 
weak  moment  the  Gavernnunt  gave  way  to  the  Council  and  put  in  the  Council’s  scheme,  which  proved  to 
be  a  failure. 

1428.  So  that  you  do  not  hold  the  Department  in  any  way  responsible  for  that  failure?  No,  we  are  now 

putting  in  the  original  scheme,  recommended  by  the  Department  many  years  ago.  1429. 


